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The Example of Mary Magdalen
In the gospel of John before Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, we have
the account of Mary Magdalen anointing the feet of Our Lord. She has with
her a jar of costly ointment (Nard) worth over 300 denarii, which equates to a
year’s salary and could easily feed a small town if sold. While Jesus is sitting
amongst his friends in the house of Lazarus in Bethany and six days before his
Passion, Mary enters the room and uses this costly Nard to anoint his feet.
There is something about the purity of Mary’s love that enables her amongst
all the others to discern the significance of what Jesus is about to accomplish.
His entry into Jerusalem will be a kingly entry and her burning love for him
compels her to anoint his Holy feet for his Holy entry into Jerusalem. Judas
attempts to chastise her for such an extravagant gesture but Jesus
immediately rebukes him since unlike Judas and the others with him, Mary’s
extravagance is a response born out of a love for who Jesus is. After his
triumphant entry then and after a series of impassioned warnings, Jesus
makes his way back to Bethany one last time. It is here, while in the house of
Simon the Leper, the day before his Passion, that Mary begins to intuit in
some deeper sense the truth of the undertaking that Our Lord has chosen to
take upon himself. Sensing then that he is about to make his last and final
journey into Jerusalem, one he will not return from, her heart, unable to bear
the agony of holding back such intense love finally breaks forth and anoints
him with everything her heart possesses. She can no longer contain herself,
entering the room where Christ is sitting and acting in defiance to Judas and
no longer concerning herself with the opinions of those around her she
breaks open the jar and pours out its content upon his head as if the jar were
her very own heart. The disciples angered by her action and infected by the
words of Judas view her exuberance as a waste of money and seek to curtail
her desire to lavishly love Christ as unrealistic but Christ once again rebukes
the disciples, for Mary even before Jesus has gone to the Cross has discerned
the heart of the Gospel: We are to love the person Jesus Christ with
extravagant love just as he extravagantly loved us from the Cross. Let us ask
ourselves about the love we have for Christ in the light of Mary Magdalen’s
courageous example. Are we held back by the opinions of others in truly
announcing our love for Christ ? Are we afraid to look extravagant in our love
for Christ in case we appear foolish and over zealous to the world and
friends? Have we allowed ourselves to be filled with awe in the truth of who
Jesus is ? Indeed, have we accepted who Jesus is?
Seminarian Robert

Holy Week Mass Times
Palm Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
10:00am
Maundy Thursday
7:30pm (Evening Mass of the
Lord’s Supper)
Watching at the Altar of Repose
until 12:00 Midnight
12:00 Midnight Compline
Good Friday
11:00am Stations of the Cross
3:00pm The Celebration
of the Passion of the Lord
7:30pm Maria Mater Desolata
Holy Saturday
8:00pm The Easter Vigil
in the Holy Night
Easter Sunday
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Holy Week Confessions
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
9:15am—9:45am
Good Friday and Holy Saturday
10:00am—11:00am
See also Easter-2022.pdf
(olsjw.org.uk)

Palm Sunday Hymns
60, 68, 141
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Easter Offering. This week you can take home an
Easter offertory envelope. This is your Easter gift
to the parish which can be given in at any time
during Holy week and the Easter season. Thank
you for your kindness, thoughtfulness and
generosity throughout the year and especially in
these difficult times.

Offerings. Planned Giving Envelopes are available
for collection at the back of the Church after all
Masses this weekend. Standing orders are the
easiest way to give regularly and can be set up via
www.olsjw.org.uk. To GiftAid using the CollecTins
register your usual card on the machine or scan
the QR code and register your card at home.

A Holy Week and Easter Week leaflet with all the
times of Masses, Confessions, and church opening
hours is available in the Church or at Easter2022.pdf (olsjw.org.uk)

Cardinal Hume Centre Charity. If you would like
to make an online donation this Lent please visit
https://donate.cardinalHumeCentre.org.uk. For
more info: www.cardinalhumecentre.org.uk.

There will not be tea and coffee after 9:00am
Mass this Sunday nor on Easter Sunday.

Ukrainian Appeal. For information on how to
make a donation please see our homepage at
www.olsjw.org.uk.

The SVP Foodbank Collection takes place this
weekend. Please place your donations on the
table in the church porch after all Masses.
Chrism Mass takes place at Westminster
Cathedral on Tuesday 12 April at 12:00 noon (livestreamed at https://www.churchservices.tv/
westminster). Please keep the priests of the
Diocese in your prayers on this day.
Holy Places. On Good Friday we will be taking a
collection for the Holy Places of Palestine which
are desperate for help this year. A letter explaining
the work is here https://press.vatican.va/content/
salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2022/03/24/
0208/00440.html.
The Passion of Jesus—Live in Trafalgar Square is
on Good Friday 15 April at 12:00 noon and
3:15pm. It will also be livestreamed. For more
information please visit www.wintershall.org.uk.
Over 50s Group. No meeting on Tuesday 19 April.
First Holy Communion Programme. After the
Easter break we will meet on Saturday 23 April
from 12:00 noon—1:00pm in the parish hall. There
is a meeting with Fr Kevin for least one parent per
child in the church at the same time.

The Passage, a Catholic charity working with
homeless people, is raising funds through the Big
Give, a matched giving scheme. Every £1 donated
online by 12:00 noon on Tuesday 19 April makes
£2, and £2.25 if you are a taxpayer through Gift
Aid. Please visit: https://bit.ly/BigGiveMarch22 to
support the campaign. The campaign, ‘It takes
more than a house to make a home’ focuses on
the services for people who have been homeless
in their journey to being happily settled in a new
home. For queries or assistance making a
donation please call 020 7592 1856.
Mass for Migrants at Westminster Cathedral is
on Monday 2 May 2022 with Mass at 2:30pm and
a banner procession from 2:00pm.
Rest in Peace: Michael Baker. Requiem Mass at
Our Lady’s on Wednesday 4 May 2022 at 11:30am
followed by committal at West London
Crematorium.
Covid Regulations. Please continue to wear a
mask in church to protect yourselves and others
and to sanitize your hands on entry and exit. And
also follow our parish website www.olsjw.org.uk
and Our Lady's RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page which are updated regularly.

English Classes resume on Monday 25 April 2022.
Day
Parents and Toddlers Group will resume on
Tuesday 26 April 2022.

Tuesday

Location

Upper
Hall

Time

1:00pm4:30pm

Group

Over 50’s

