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Be Gone Philip Pullman
We have to wait until the autumn for the final part of the BBC’s His
Dark Materials and to waste an hour a week on this quasi-religious,
pseudo-scientific unadulterated trash. By the way, happy new year.
But with a nod to the author of this stuff, there is a lot of dust—good
dust, mind—around the church at the moment because on the
Solemnity of the Epiphany we blessed chalk so that you can use it to
ask God’s blessing on your homes, those who live there and any
visitors. With this blessing you invite Jesus to be with you in the
routine of daily life with all the ups and downs that might bring.
So take a piece home and mark the top, side or step of your front
door as follows: 20 + C + M + B + 22 and say: “The three Wise Men,
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar followed the star of God’s Son who
became human two thousand and twenty two years ago. May Christ
bless our home and remain with us throughout the new year. Amen.”
As well as being the names of the three Magi, CMB is an acronym for
Christus mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless the house,” the “+”
sign representing the cross and 2022 being the year. To conclude,
offer the following prayer: “Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the
gladness of your presence. Bless all who live or visit here with the gift
of your love; and grant that we may manifest your love to each other
and to all whose lives we touch. May we grow in grace and in the
knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen us in
peace, O Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.” And that’s it.
Then when guests ask you what these chalk symbols mean, instead of
making up some Pullmanesque nonsense, why not point out that they
remind you to make Christ manifest in every word and action both
inside and outside your homes? And your cribs too are a tool for
evangelisation as when questioned why you are keeping them up until
the Presentation (2 February) you can say that it is because Christ is
always with us which is especially important as January may be tough.
For now though, all that remains is to thank the many who made the
church so beautiful and the liturgies so prayerful over Christmas.
Wasn’t it wonderful to be back to normal? And thank you too for your
incredibly thoughtful and generous gifts. In return, be assured of our
prayers that God may bless you and your loved ones in 2022. Fr Kevin
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Guerrero - Missa Super flumina
Babylonis
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- Tribus miraculis
47 Songs of thankfulness and
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9 On Jordan's bank the
Baptist's cry
48 The race that long in
darkness pined

Sunday Readings, page 118
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
Psalm 28:1-4, 9-10, R. v 11
Acts 10:34-38
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22
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Next Sunday - White Flower Appeal 2022 The
annual appeal for The Society for the Protection of
Unborn children (SPUC) will take place next
weekend. SPUC is currently campaigning to
protect Pro-Life speech. Pro-life witness is being
restricted now more than ever; we must be able
to speak freely to protect unborn babies. Please
be as generous as you can to help SPUC defend
unborn babies and their mothers from this new
attack. Please also fill in a postcard available from
the back of the Church and post it to SPUC which
will be presented with others to No 10. Thank you
for your support.
The SVP Foodbank Collection takes place this
weekend. Please place your donations on the
table in the church porch after all Masses.
Today - Tea and coffee in the parish hall after
9:00am Mass. We look forward to welcoming you
back.
Parents’ & Toddlers’ Group resumes on Tuesday
11 January 2022.
Over 50s’ resumes on Tuesday 11 January 2022.
Altar Servers’ Training in the church on Saturday
22 January 2022 from 11:30am-1:00pm.
Westminster Year Book 2022 is now available
priced £4.50 from the repository.
Crib Offerings will be donated to the Catholic
Children’s Society to support their work with local
children and families, many of whom have faced
great hardship as a result of the pandemic. Thank
you for your support.
Safety First. For those who use the contactless
CollecTins, these can now collect GiftAid on all your
donations if you register a particular card on the
tin itself or scan the QR code on the poster next to
them and fill in the simple form at your leisure.
Please take a few moments to do this as we can
collect the GiftAid on all you have given with that
card since April 2021. Standing orders are the
easiest way to give regularly and can be set up via
www.olsjw.org.uk. God bless you for your support.

First Holy Communion Programme The second
session is on Saturday 15 January 2022 at 12:001:00pm in the Parish hall.
Peace Sunday - 16 January 2022 Next Sunday is
the day when the Pope’s message for World Peace
Day is celebrated in our parishes. The theme of
the Pope’s message for this year is ‘Education,
work and dialogue between generations: tools for
building lasting peace’. For resources to assist in
this celebration, please see
https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-Sunday-2022/.

Confirmation Programme resumes on Sunday 16
January 2022 at 4:00-5:30pm in the Parish hall.
The God Who Speaks Scripture Festival at St
Alban’s Cathedral On Thursday 3 - Saturday 5
February 2022 from 10:00am-4:00pm. Be part of
the journey. It is hoped that all pilgrims, or just
visitors to the Cathedral, will have an encounter
with Christ through His Word at this three-day
event. For more information please visit
www.rcdow.org.uk/scripturefestival.

Annual Mass for World Day of the Sick will take
place at 2:00pm on Saturday 12 February 2022 at
Westminster Cathedral. We are hopeful that the
Mass will go ahead as planned. At the moment
plans are provisional due to the current situation.
If you or the person you are accompanying will be
attending in a wheelchair, please advise Claudia,
contact details overleaf, by Friday 28 January
2022.
On The Go, please follow our parish website
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood Facebook page which are updated
regularly. And do scan the QR code with the NHS
COVID-19 App as you enter and leave or use the
contact forms in the benches and place one per
household or bubble in the collection.
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