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Sunday of the Word of God
St. Jerome once famously said “Ignorance of Scripture is Ignorance of
Christ”, to know nothing of the sacred text is to know little to nothing
about Jesus Christ. This is why Pope Francis in his Motu Propio ‘Aperuit
Illis’, has declared that every 3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time we should
renew our interest in Sacred Scripture because he wants us to renew
our interest in Christ, he wants us to understand God’s plan of
salvation, he wants us to form a relationship with God, the most Holy
Trinity, who desires to pour His life into our very souls. I for one could
not agree more for I adore Scripture. If someone were to ask me
what’s my favourite Spiritual book I most often read, I would answer
the Bible. If someone were to ask me what’s my favourite book on
theology, again, I would answer the Bible. Everyone should learn to
read the Bible since it’s the compass that guides our thoughts and
ideas as we come to discover the Glory of who God truly is. Notice
however, I said that we must ‘Learn’ to read the Bible. One of the
mistakes many people make is to treat the Bible like one giant book
intending to read it from start to finish like a novel. I made this mistake
and it didn’t take long until I gave up! The Bible is not meant to be read
in this way, it is a culture within itself, it is the living word of God,
therefore we must not treat it as a novel or a biography but as a
conversation. We must always ask ourselves “What God are you trying
to teach me; give me the grace to understand?” The Bible will test you,
it will stretch you, it will cause sleepless nights as you ponder its
meaning but it will be a source of delight in your life. It is therefore
important that you read the Bible with the mind of the Church and so I
advise you to get yourselves good commentaries on the Bible that will
help unpack it for you and the Diocese offers many introductory
courses that will assist you. Furthermore, the Bible is meant to be
shared and discussed in community so I suggest you form groups that
meet on a weekly basis to share the insights you’ve gained. Finally, if
anyone is just starting off I suggest you begin with a Gospel as your
first reading, I usually suggest the Gospel of Mark as it’s the most
direct. If anyone has any questions on who to read or where to begin
feel free to ask me, I am more than happy to discuss scripture with
you.
Seminarian Robert

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
10:00am
Thursday: 7:00pm
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition & Confessions
Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
Confessions
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm

Music for Sunday
A Gabrieli - Missa Quando lieta
sperai
Tallis
- Laudate Dominum
omnes gentes
Palestrina - O sacrum convivium
258 Praise My Soul the King of
Heaven
221 Guide Me O Thou Great
redeemer
212 Dear Lord and Father of
Mankind

Sunday Readings, page 129
Nehemiah 8:2-6, 8-10
Psalm 18:8-10, 15, R. John 6:63
1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 27
Luke 1:1-4, 4:14-21

Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood, 54 Lodge Road, London, NW8 8LA
020 7286 3214 www.olsjw.org.uk or www.stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
Facebook: Our Lady’s RC Church, St John’s Wood https://www.facebook.com/ourladysjw
Parish Clergy:
Fr Kevin Jordan (kevinjordan@rcdow.org.uk)
Fr Ben Woodley (benwoodley@rcdow.org.uk)
Seminarian Robert Smialek (robertsmialek@rcdow.org.uk)
Parish Sister:
Sr Brigid Collins, RSM (brigid@rcdow.org.uk)
Parish Administrator:
Claudia McHugh (stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk)
Director of Music:
Martin Toyer (martintoyer@rcdow.org.uk)

Covid Regulations. Please continue to wear a
mask in church to protect yourselves and others
and to sanitize your hands on entry and exit. And
do follow our parish website www.olsjw.org.uk
and Our Lady's RC Church, St John’s Wood
Facebook page which are updated regularly.
Tea and coffee in the parish hall after 9:00am
Mass today so please join us.
First Holy Communion Programme continues on
Saturday 29 January 2022 from 12:00—1:00pm in
the parish hall.
Confirmation Programme continues on Sunday
30 January 2022 from 4:00—5:30pm in the parish
hall.
Next UCM Meeting will take place on Monday 31
January 2022 at 8:00pm in the parish hall.
The Presentation of the Lord is on Wednesday 2
February 2022 and Mass will be celebrated at
10:00am and 7:30pm.

Crib Offerings will be donated to the Catholic
Children’s Society to support their work with local
children and families, many of whom have faced
great hardship as a result of the pandemic. Thank
you for your support.
The God Who Speaks Scripture Festival at St
Alban’s Cathedral runs from Thursday 3—
Saturday 5 February 2022 from 10:00am—
4:00pm. Be part of the journey. It is hoped that
all pilgrims, or just visitors to the Cathedral, will
have an encounter with Christ through His Word
at this three-day event. For more information
please visit www.rcdow.org.uk/scripturefestival.
Annual Mass for World Day of the Sick will take
place at 2:00pm on Saturday 12 February 2022 at
Westminster Cathedral. For those unable to
attend on the day, it is hoped that arrangements
can be made to livestream the Mass, but this is yet
to be confirmed. If you or the person you are
accompanying will be attending in a wheelchair,
please advise Claudia, details overleaf, by Friday
28 January 2022.

Offerings. The contactless CollecTins can now
collect GiftAid on all your donations if you register
a particular card on the tin itself or scan the QR
code on the poster next to them and fill in the
form at your leisure. Please take a few moments
to do this as we can collect the GiftAid on all you
have given with that card since April 2021.
Standing orders are the easiest way to give
regularly and can be set up via www.olsjw.org.uk.
Rediscover Your Marriage. Retrouvaille simply
means 'rediscovery'. The programme offers the
chance to rediscover yourself, your spouse, and a
loving relationship in your marriage. There is no
group therapy or group work. To register for the
programme commencing with a ‘virtual’ weekend
from 3—6 March 2022, please email
retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com. For more
information see poster in the porch.
Convent of Jesus and Mary Catholic Infant School
& Nursery/St Mary Magdalen’s Catholic Junior
School, NW2 are looking for two enthusiastic,
inspiring heads of school, one to lead the
Infant School and the other the Junior School
within the Federation. For application packs please
email recruitment@conventinf.brent.sch.uk.
Closing date is 26 January 2022 (12:00 noon). For
more info please see the poster in the porch.
St Richard Reynolds Catholic College,
Twickenham has vacancies for practitioners who
can teach GCSE and A-level from September 2022
as a teacher of English and a subject leader of
Physics as well as an Assistant Site Manager
vacancy. For more information visit https://
www.strichardreynolds.org.uk/our-college/workat-srr.
New Linen rota is available on our website.
Day

Location

Monday

Upper &
Lower
Hall

Time

Group

10:00am- English Class
12:00
noon

Tuesday,
Upper
Wednesday, Hall
Thursday

9:30am11:30am

Parents &
Toddlers

Tuesday

1:00pm4:30pm

Over 50’s

Upper
Hall

