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Rejoicing Sunday
Over the last couple of weeks my life has been focused on one
question “Am I prepared for the Lord’s return?”. I have rephrased this
question to myself in many different ways such as “Am I glorifying the
Father by my life, if not, what is preventing me?”. It must have been
the phrase ‘Glorifying the Father’ but suddenly my attention drifted off
to another question “Why does the Church remove the ‘Gloria’ from
the Holy Mass during Advent and Lent?” To distract myself from the
damp cold on one of my visits to the seminary I started to recall what
St. Augustine had to say on this matter. Firstly, St. Augustine notes that
one of the primary effects of sin is that it causes us to become
‘incurvatus se’ (curved in on ourselves). When our lives curve inwards,
we fail to see the people around us and we fail to glorify God rightly.
The remedy to this St. Augustine says is the Gloria! Following on from
the Penitential Act we suddenly erupt forth singing “Glory to God in
the Highest!”. Like a budding flower that uncurls itself to burst open
with colour and life, the Gloria for us, is when we unravel ourselves to
burst forth with praise and life before God, becoming open to his
transformative grace! This meditation on the Gloria can help us make
sense of today’s mass, Gaudete Sunday (Rejoicing Sunday). The Church
having taken the Gloria away during advent is indeed calling us to
examine our lives, but this examination is not to lead to despair,
instead the Church reminds us that this examination is to lead us to
our Rejoicing! Indeed, this is the significance of the Rose colour
vestments the priest is wearing today, it is a mixture of penitential
purple with the purity of white. For in a couple of weeks’ time we will
be celebrating Christmas, the birth of Our Saviour and on that night,
the Church will once again erupt with loud acclamation “Glory to God
in the Highest!”, the bringer of peace has arrived, pure love and
perfect goodness has entered the world and he yearns to share his life
with you. Advent then is the Season of Hope, and it brings to my mind
the following words of Our Lord: “I have told you these things, so that
in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world”. So take heart brothers and sisters
and Rejoice, Our Saviour is at hand and he brings peace!
Seminarian Robert

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
10:00am
Thursday: 7:00pm
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition & Confessions
Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
Confessions
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm
Music
Vaet
- Missa Ego flos campi
A Gabrieli - Levavi oculos meos
in montes
3 Hail to the Lord's
anointed
4 Hark! A herald voice is
sounding
8 O come, O come, Emmanuel

Sunday Readings, page 87
Zephaniah 3:14-18
Psalm Isaiah 12:2-6 R. v 6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:10-18
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Safety First. For those who use the contactless
CollecTins, these can now collect GiftAid on all your
donations if you register a particular card on the
tin itself or scan the QR code on the poster next to
them and fill in the simple form at your leisure.
Please take a few moments to do this as we can
collect the GiftAid on all you have given with that
card since April 2021. Standing orders are the
easiest way to give regularly and can be set up via
www.olsjw.org.uk. God bless you for your support.
Christmas Offering. Please take home a Christmas
offertory envelope which is your personal gift to
the parish. The envelopes will be collected over all
the Masses during the Christmas Season. Thank
you for your kindness, thoughtfulness and
generosity throughout the year.
A Christmas Leaflet with the times of all Masses
and Confessions for the season is available to take
home with you today. Please give them out to
people who might be thinking of coming to our
parish over Christmas.
Cancelled - today’s tea and coffee in the parish
hall after 9:00am Mass due to maintenance work.
Apologies for the short notice. Next week will be
the last one for this year.
The SVP Foodbank Collection takes place this
weekend. Please place your donations on the
table in the church porch after all Masses.
Westminster Cathedral Annual Christmas
Celebration is an evening of music and readings
for all the family on Wednesday 15 December and
Thursday 16 December at 7:30pm. Tickets at
https://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/westminstercathedral-tickets-london/venue/254582.
Parents’ & Toddlers’ Group last session will be on
Thursday 16 December 2021 and will resume on
Tuesday 11 January 2022.
Extra Confession Times will be offered in the
church from 10:30am - 11:15am on 20, 21, 22, 24
December and 6:15pm - 6.45pm on 23 December.
Over 50s’ last session is on Tuesday 21 December
2021 and will resume on Tuesday 11 January 2022.

Christmas Voices from the Holy Land .A book of
poems reflecting on our journey through Advent
to the Nativity of Jesus by Fr Richard Nesbitt. £9.99
incl. UK p&p office@friendsoftheholyland.org.uk.
Crib Offerings will be donated to the Catholic
Children’s Society to support their work with local
children and families, many of whom have faced
great hardship as a result of the pandemic. Thank
you for your support.
If you are applying to Catholic primary and
nursery schools, follow this link to Admissions
(http://catholiceducation.org.uk/guidance-forschools/admissions) and read the Guidance for
Clergy document. If you can meet these criteria
then please contact Claudia in the Parish Office.
Altar Servers’ Training in the church on Saturday
22 January 2022 from 11:30am—1:00pm.
Westminster Year Book 2022 is now available
priced £4.50 from the repository.
The SVP are distributing 11,500 Vinnie Packs
containing cold weather essentials to the
homeless. Please send suggested donation of
£3.70 per pack to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264,
London SW1P 9EZ, cheques payable to SVP or
bank transfer to Nat West, Sort code 60-60-04, A/c
No. 46088237.
On The Go, please follow our parish website
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood Facebook page which are updated
regularly. And do scan the QR code with the NHS
COVID-19 App as you enter and leave or use the
contact forms in the benches and place one per
household or bubble in the collection.
Day

Location

Monday

Upper &
Lower
Hall

Time

Group

10:00am- English Class
12:00
noon

Tuesday,
Upper
Wednesday, Hall
Thursday

9:30am11:30am

Parents &
Toddlers

Tuesday

1:00pm4:30pm

Over 50’s

Upper
Hall

