CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+ 2nd Sunday of Advent, Year C - 5 December 2021
Westminster Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust: Registered Charity Number 233699

In Joy, Let Us Repent
Last week the readings at Mass encouraged us, in this holy season of
Advent, to acknowledge that the prophesied Messiah has been born;
that He will come again with glory and power; and for us now, whilst
we wait expectantly, to pray at all times, guarding our hearts from
coarseness and the cares of this life. This week we are led to
contemplate the advent, the arrival, of John the Baptist, who is calling
all Israel to a repentance for the forgiveness of sins. John the Baptist
has been called to announce the imminent arrival of the Messiah’s
public appearance. Israel needs to repent.
You recall how Moses led the Israelites out from Egypt, to make a
covenant with His people, to reveal to the nations the holiness of God.
We call that exit the Exodus. The Exodus ended, some forty years
later, when Joshua led the Twelve Tribes of Israel into the promised
land of Canaan. However, as a result of their sins, the Twelve Tribes of
Israel were separated, exiled. The prophecy in Baruch speaks of a time
when the lost tribes would finally be gathered together as one. The
words from Baruch speak of a holy nation clothed in integrity; wearing
a royal diadem upon one’s head; showing divine splendour to every
nation. All obstacles will be flattened, all will be levelled, the way of
the Lord will be open. This is the new Exodus: the Exodus to the
heavenly Jerusalem. John the Baptist has come to announce this!
Saint Luke, giving us the historical context of world leaders
contemporaneous with John, tells us how John went thorough the
whole Jordan district appealing to Israel to repent in preparation for
the coming of the Messiah. The text of this prophecy is from Isaiah
(40.3-5), and it, like Baruch, speaks of every mountain being laid low,
the valleys being levelled. This is the New Exodus, the new gathering
together of the Twelve Tribes. This manifestation of holiness was so
that, “all mankind shall see the salvation of God” (Lk 3:6). As the
Jordan was where the first Exodus ended, so the Jordan is the place
for the New Exodus to begin. And Jesus, Who is Baptised by John in
the Jordan, thus hallowing all the waters in the universe, commences
His public ministry by choosing His twelve disciples: The new Twelve
Tribes. May we imbibe the words of John; may we seek to repent, oh
so joyfully with all our being, in preparation for His coming.
Fr Ben

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
10:00am
Thursday: 7:00pm
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition & Confessions
Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
Confessions
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm
Music
Morales - Missa Si Bona
Suscepimus
Byrd
- Ave Maria
Philips - Conceptio tua
9 On Jordan's bank the
Baptist's cry
152 Holy Virgin, by God's decree
147 Hail, Queen of heav'n, the
ocean star

Sunday Readings, page 84
Baruch 5:1-9
Psalm 125 R. v 3
Philippians 1:4-6; 8-11
Luke 3:1-6
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A Christmas Leaflet with the times of all Masses,
Confessions, and church opening times for the
season is available to take home with you today.
Please give them out to people who might be
thinking of coming to our parish over Christmas.
Christmas Offering This week you can take home
a Christmas offertory envelope. This is your
Christmas gift to the parish. The envelopes will be
collected over the Masses that are celebrated
during the Christmas Season. Thank you for your
kindness, thoughtfulness and generosity
throughout the year.

Westminster Synodal Pathway - Area Listening
Event You are invited to join Bishop Nicholas
Hudson on Wednesday 8 December 2021 at
7:00pm - 9:00pm at Cathedral Hall, Ambrosden
Avenue, London SW1P 1QJ. This event is an
opportunity to listen, share and dream about the
Church we are called to be. To book a place email
catadmin@rcdow.org.uk.
Preparation for Sacraments of First Holy
Communion & Confirmation in 2022. Application
forms for both Sacraments are available to collect
from one of the clergy after Mass. Candidates for
the Sacrament of Confirmation must collect the
forms themselves. Completed forms should be
posted through the rectory door or scanned and
emailed to stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk by 12
noon on Tuesday 7 December 2021.
The SVP Foodbank Collection takes place next
weekend. Please place your donations on the
table in the church porch after all Masses.
Planned Giving envelopes Now that there are
various donation possibilities, please advise Asha if
you still require your weekly donation envelopes,
email stjohnswoodbookkeeper@rcdow.org.uk.
Don’t Touch Me. For those who use the
contactless CollecTins, these can now collect
GiftAid on all your donations if you register a
particular card on the tin itself or scan the QR code
on the poster next to them and fill in the simple
form at your leisure. Please take a few moments
to do this as we can collect the GiftAid on all you
have given with that card since April 2021.
Standing orders are the easiest way to give
regularly and can be set up via www.olsjw.org.uk.
Whatever way you support us, God bless you.

Cancelled - Today’s tea and coffee in the parish
hall after 9:00am Mass due to maintenance work.
Apologies for the short notice.
If you are applying to Catholic primary and
nursery schools, follow this link to Admissions
(http://catholiceducation.org.uk/guidance-forschools/admissions) and read the Guidance for
Clergy document. If you can meet these criteria
then please contact Claudia in the Parish Office.
Westminster Year Book 2022 Now available
priced £4.50. Please speak to the clergy.

Christmas Voices from the Holy Land A book of
poems reflecting on our journey through Advent
to the Nativity of Jesus by Fr Richard Nesbitt. £9.99
incl. UK p&p office@friendsoftheholyland.org.uk.
Westminster Cathedral Annual Christmas
Celebration An evening of music and readings for
all the family on Wednesday 15 December and
Thursday 16 December at 7:30pm. Doors open at
6:30pm. Tickets available at
https://www.ticketmaster.co.uk/westminstercathedral-tickets-london/venue/254582.
Please Remember in Your Prayers:
Mrs Kathleen Jonas. Requiem Mass at Our Lady’s
on Thursday 16 December 2021 at 11:30am.
May she rest in peace.
UCM Outing on Monday, 13 December 2021.
We truly are the “Church in the Modern World”
and our parish website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our
Lady's RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page
are updated regularly which is especially
important as the Synod process progresses.
Remember too to scan the QR code with the NHS
COVID-19 App as you enter and leave or use the
contact forms in the benches and place one per
household or bubble in the collection.
Day

Location

Monday

Upper &
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noon

Tuesday,
Upper
Wednesday, Hall
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9:30am11:30am
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Tuesday

1:00pm4:30pm

Over 50’s

Upper
Hall

