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From Heaven He Comes to Transform Us

The Gospel Acclamation for this Sunday acclaims, “Blessings on him
who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessings on the coming kingdom
of our father David!” (Mk 11:9-10). These words recall the triumphal
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, coming as king, at the beginning of Holy
Week. A wider view of these words witnesses Jesus, the king, entering
Jerusalem on a colt (Mk 11:4-7). This simple line carries each of us to
Zechariah, “Rejoice heart and soul, daughter of Zion! Shout with
gladness, daughter of Jerusalem! See now, your king comes to you; he
is victorious, he is triumphant, humble and riding on a colt, the foal of
a donkey. He will banish chariots from Ephraim and horses from
Jerusalem; the bow of war will be banished. He will proclaim peace for
the nations. His empire shall stretch from sea to sea, from the River to
the ends of the earth” (Zech 9:9-10). Jesus brings the kingdom of God
not with lethal swords or powerful beasts but in humbleness.
“Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David!” refers to the
promise made by various prophets including Nathan (2 Sam 7:4-17)
and Isaiah (11:16 & 22:22) that from the royal house of David the
Messiah will come. Psalm 118, of which verse 26 is “Blessings on him
who comes in the name of the Lord!,” features again later, now verses
22-23, in Saint Mark’s Gospel: “The very stone which the builders
rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it
is marvellous in our eyes” (Mk 12:10-11). So the Gospel Acclamation
for today opens up to reveal that Jesus is the prophesied Messiah of
the royal house of David; that He comes in peace and humbleness;
and that He freely submits to be the cornerstone of the new heavenly
and eternal Temple of Jerusalem through the washing away our sins
by His blood and His being pierced for all (Apoc 1:5-7).
Dearest brothers and sisters in Christ, the readings teach us that the
King of the Universe, Jesus the Lord, is humbleness in eternal majesty.
Let us be made anew in this truth. May our meekness inspire the
young to receive the King in their minds and hearts on this World
Youth Sunday! In response to Synod comments about Bible study,
why not, this Advent, explore the Sunday Bible readings with Mauro
(see over)? Let us be willing to be transformed by Him, the Alpha and
Omega (majesty) Who is also so tender as to take away our sin. Fr Ben

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
10:00am
Thursday: 7:00pm
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition & Confessions
Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
Confessions
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm
Music
Palestrina - Missa Ad coenan agni
providi
de Monte - Sit gloria Domini
187 The Church's one
foundation
209 Christ is made the sure
foundation
207 At the name of Jesus
Simon Lindley - Ave Maria

Sunday Readings, page 160
Daniel 7:13-14
Psalm 92:1-2, 5 R. v 1
Apocalypse 1:5-8
John 18:33-37
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Today is World Youth Sunday National Youth
Sunday is now World Youth Sunday and it is a
unique opportunity to celebrate the role and
significance of young people in the Catholic
Church in England and Wales along with the global
Church. The theme is “Stand Up! I appoint you as
a witness of what you have seen!" (Acts 26:16).
CYMFed has produced resources for families and
individuals, see https://worldyouthsunday.com.

Operation Elf is the campaign by PACT, the Prison
Advice and Care Trust, to enable prisoners to give
a Christmas gift to their child. This year they are
asking supporters to buy a gift card with a £10
value only. Please buy multiples of £10 cards if you
want to donate more. A good choice is a One4All
gift card from the Post Office or online. Please no
e-cards or e-vouchers. Wednesday 24 November is
the last day for donations at the rectory.

Preparation for Sacraments of First Holy
Communion & Confirmation in 2022. Application
forms for both Sacraments are available to collect
from one of the clergy after Mass. Candidates for
the Sacrament of Confirmation must collect the
forms themselves. Completed forms should be
posted through the rectory door or scanned and
emailed to stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk by 12
noon on Tuesday 7 December 2021.

Tea and Coffee after 9:00am Mass in the parish
hall will restart from this Sunday. If you can
volunteer, please contact Claudia.

If you are applying to Catholic primary and
nursery schools, follow this link to Admissions
(http://catholiceducation.org.uk/guidance-forschools/admissions) and read the Guidance for
Clergy document. If you can meet these criteria
then please contact Claudia in the Parish Office to
arrange an appointment to discuss applications.
Please Remember in Your Prayers:
Mr Sulaiman Abdullah Rahman. Requiem Mass at
Our Lady’s on Wednesday 8 December 2021 at
11:00am followed by committal at St Mary’s
Catholic Cemetery. May he rest in peace.
SVP Foodbank Collection The SVP would like to
thank all parishioners for their continued support.
Next collection on 11 & 12 December 2021.

Don’t Touch Me. For those who use the
contactless CollecTins, these can now collect
GiftAid on all your donations if you register a
particular card on the tin itself or scan the QR code
on the poster next to them and fill in the simple
form at your leisure. Please take a few moments
to do this as we can collect the GiftAid on all you
have given with that card since April 2021. At the
start of lockdown many of you began using Virgin
Money Giving (VMG) which can also capture
GiftAid from your donations. Please note that VMG
will finish at the end of November 2021. Standing
orders are the easiest way to give regularly and
can be set up via www.olsjw.org.uk. Whatever
way you support us, God bless you.

St Edward's Catholic Primary School Open Day On
Wednesday 1 December from 9:30am-11:15am at
Lisson Grove, NW1 6LH. Contact the school
office: 020 7723 5911
Advent Journey From Wednesday 24 November
at 7:00pm-8:00pm over 5 weekly sessions via
‘zoom’ Mauro Iannicelli will walk you through the
forthcoming Sunday Gospel. Info and Registration
at www.comeandsee.org/advent.
CAFOD thanks all parishioners for their generous
support for CAFOD this year and for the latest
donation of £650.53.
Afternoon Tea, Irish Coffee and a raffle at Our
Lady On Saturday 4 December from 2:00pm
onwards in the hall. Tickets are £10.00 per person,
all proceeds to various charities and the church.
We truly are the “Church in the Modern World”
and our parish website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our
Lady's RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page
are updated regularly which is especially
important as the Synod process progresses.
Remember too to scan the QR code with the NHS
COVID-19 App as you enter and leave or use the
contact forms in the benches and place one per
household or bubble in the collection.
Day

Location

Monday

Upper &
Lower
Hall

Time

Group

10:00am- English Class
12:00
Noon

Tuesday,
Upper
Wednesday, Hall
Thursday

9:30am11:30am

Parents &
Toddlers

Tuesday

1:00pm4:30pm

Over 50’s

Upper
Hall

