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Once More With Feeling
This is, honestly, swear to God, cross my heart and all that, the last
time I shall mention the Synod. Indeed, our part in it will be over by
the time the next newsletter comes out. But I also have to tell you that
I was incredibly moved on Monday as I reflected with some of our
parishioners on Pope Francis’ questions and I urge you to do the same.
As a reminder, the Pope’s purpose for calling this synod of bishops is
not to change the traditional truths of Christian doctrine. Therefore
the reflections are not just for people with loads of knowledge about
our Faith but are about bishops, priests and people listening to one
another. Indeed, Pope Francis wishes that, “No-one should be
excluded from sharing their perspective and experiences”. Thus, when
the people who will facilitate the small group discussions at our parish
meetings came together to reflect on the joys and sorrows of how we
have journeyed together as a parish during the pandemic and at other
times; what this has taught us about our own and others’ sense of
belonging; and how that should inspire us in our mission locally, I
found listening to the honesty of the wide range of people there
extraordinarily rich, encouraging and quite emotional.
So, to let the Holy Father know your experiences, there are copies of
the All Saints’ Day newsletter in the porch with his thoughts on as well
as a guide to aid your reflections and a sheet you might use to note
them down by yourself or with other people. You can then share
these in the parish hall on 15 November from 7:00pm—9:00pm or 20
November from 11:30am—1:30pm. Or, if you can’t come to our
meetings, there are online Diocesan listening events on 15 and 24
November and 8 December from 7:00pm—9:00pm and on 20
November from 10:00am—12:00 noon for which you must register via
https://rcdow/synod/events Or, you can entrust the completed sheets
to us and we will ensure that they get to Rome via the Diocese.
And now, as they say, for something completely different which is that
on Saturday 4 December from 2:00pm onwards in the hall there will
be afternoon tea as well as Irish coffee and a raffle. Tickets are £10.00
per person and all proceeds will go to various charities and the church.
Well, maybe not that different—after all, such social events are a part
of our journeying together too. So do them both, with feeling. Fr Kevin

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
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Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition & Confessions
Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
Confessions
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm

Music
Mozart - Requiem
249 O God our help in ages past
250 O Jesus, I have promised
252 O perfect love

Sunday Readings, page 157
Daniel 12:1-13
Psalm 15:5, 8-11 R. v 1
Hebrews 10:11-14, 18
Mark 13:24-32

Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood, 54 Lodge Road, London, NW8 8LA
020 7286 3214 www.olsjw.org.uk or www.stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
Facebook: Our Lady’s RC Church, St John’s Wood https://www.facebook.com/ourladysjw
Parish Clergy:
Fr Kevin Jordan (kevinjordan@rcdow.org.uk)
Fr Ben Woodley (benwoodley@rcdow.org.uk)
Seminarian Robert Smialek (robertsmialek@rcdow.org.uk)
Parish Sister:
Sr Brigid Collins, RSM (brigid@rcdow.org.uk)
Parish Administrator:
Claudia McHugh (stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk)
Director of Music:
Martin Toyer (martintoyer@rcdow.org.uk)

Don’t Touch Me. For those who use the
contactless CollecTins, these can now collect
GiftAid on all your donations if you register a
particular card on the tin itself or scan the QR code
on the poster next to them and fill in the simple
form at your leisure. Please take a few moments
to do this as we can collect the GiftAid on all you
have given with that card since April 2021. At the
start of lockdown many of you took out standing
orders or began using Virgin Money Giving (VMG)
which can also capture GiftAid from your
donations. But please note that VMG will finish at
the end of November 2021. As a result of these
new ways of giving, we have many unclaimed
planned-giving envelopes. Standing orders are the
easiest way to give regularly and can be set up via
www.olsjw.org.uk. However, if you used to get
envelopes and still would like them please let Asha
know via stjohnswoodbookkeeper@rcdow.org.uk.
But whatever way you support us, God bless you.
Today is World Day of the Poor and in his
message Pope Francis reflects on Jesus' words at
the anointing in Bethany, “the poor you will
always have with you” (Mk 14:7). This he says 'is a
summons never to lose sight of every
opportunity to do good.' On this day we are
invited to offer friendship, solidarity and welcome
to the poorest of our sisters and brothers. As we
reach out with love and support, let us hold all
members of our global family in our prayers.
The SVP Foodbank Collection takes place this
weekend. Please place your donations on the
table in the church porch after all Masses.
Sick & Retired Priests’ Collection envelopes can
be returned in the collection or to the presbytery.
November is the Month of the Holy Souls. Please
take an envelope and a sheet as you leave the
church. Write the names of your deceased loved
ones on the sheet and return it in the envelope,
with your offering, to the rectory. The sheets will
be in the sanctuary during November and four
Masses a week offered for all those there named.
Tea and Coffee after 9:00am Mass in the parish
hall will restart from Sunday 21 November 2021. If
you can volunteer, please contact Claudia.

Operation Elf is the campaign by PACT, the Prison
Advice and Care Trust, to enable prisoners to give
a Christmas gift to their child. This year they are
asking supporters to buy a gift card with a £10
value only. If you want to donate more please buy
multiples of £10 cards. A good choice is a One4All
gift card from the Post Office or online which can
be used in lots of shops such as Boots, M&S. etc.
Please, no e-cards or e-vouchers as they are
difficult to distribute. Please either drop them into
the collection or at the rectory by Sunday 21
November 2021. Thank you for your support.
If you are applying to Catholic primary and
nursery schools, follow this link to Admissions
(http://catholiceducation.org.uk/guidance-forschools/admissions) and read the Guidance for
Clergy document. If you can meet these criteria
then please contact Claudia in the Parish Office to
arrange an appointment to discuss applications.

Preparation for Sacraments of First Holy
Communion & Confirmation in 2022. Application
forms for both Sacraments are available to collect
from one of the clergy after Mass. Candidates for
the Sacrament of Confirmation must collect the
forms themselves. Completed forms should be
posted through the rectory door or scanned and
emailed to stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk by 12
noon on Tuesday 7 December 2021.
We truly are the “Church in the Modern World”
and our parish website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our
Lady's RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page
are updated regularly which is especially
important as the Synod process progresses.
Remember too to scan the QR code with the NHS
COVID-19 App as you enter and leave or use the
contact forms in the benches and place one per
household or bubble in the collection.
Day

Location

Monday

Upper &
Lower
Hall

Time

Group

10:00am- English Class
12:00
Noon

Tuesday,
Upper
Wednesday, Hall
Thursday

9:30am11:30am

Parents &
Toddlers

Tuesday

1:00pm4:30pm

Over 50’s

Upper
Hall

