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Sesame Street
As that television programme would put it, “This week’s newsletter is
brought to you by the letter ‘S’ and the number ‘four’”.
One, out of 800 people who come to Mass here we have only eight
servers. It really is a great privilege and a joy to serve Christ at the
altar whatever your age. Pope Francis once said to servers, “Jesus is
there as real and perfectly as He is in heaven; and, seeing you, He
must recognize an angel.” If you would like to be so close to Christ and
become even more angelic, there will be training for new and existing
servers on Saturday 13 November, 11:30am-1:00pm, in the church.
Two, at the other end of the vocations spectrum, this weekend sees
the annual Sick & Retired Priests’ collection. Such priests have given
their lives to us so please support them through the retiring collection,
or by completing a donation envelope with your offering if you are a
taxpayer and dropping it into the collection or the rectory over the
next few weeks, or scan the QR code on the poster to give online.
Three, as I mentioned last week, Pope Francis wants everyone to
reflect on their experience of being a member of the Church in recent
times and to make these thoughts their contribution to the
forthcoming Synod. To help you with this, there are copies of last
week's newsletter on the table in the porch with the Holy Father’s call
detailed in the editorial. These are attached to a guide to aid your
reflections and a sheet you might use to note them down by yourself
or with other people. You can then share these in the parish hall on 15
November from 7:00pm—9:00pm or 20 November from 11:30am—
1:30pm. Or, if you can’t come to our physical meetings, there are
Diocesan listening events for which you need to register via https://
rcdow/synod/events on 15 and 24 November and 8 December from
7:00pm—9:00pm and on 20 November from 10:00am—12:00 noon.
Or, you can complete the sheets and entrust them to one of us.
And four, you can now Gift Aid what you give in Sterling through the
contactless machines. The system recognises the giving device rather
than the giver so you will need to use the same card or ‘phone each
time once you have registered. Please take a moment to do this as the
parish gains 25 pence for every pound you give at no cost to you.
There you go: four s’s. The Count and Big Bird will be happy. Fr Kevin

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
10:00am
Thursday: 7:00pm
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition & Confessions
Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
Confessions
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm
Music
Lassus

- Missa Dittes
maistresse
Palestrina - Descendi in hortum
nucum
Philips
- Cantabant Sancti
183 Faith of our fathers
226 Jerusalem the golden
228 Jesu, the very thought of thee
Simon Lindley - Ave Maria

Sunday Readings, page 154
1 Kings 17:10-16
Psalm 145:7-10 R. v 2
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:41-44
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Your generosity is extraordinary—thank you all so
much for keeping us open and enabling us to help
those in need in our local community. At the start
of lockdown many of you took out standing orders
or began using Virgin Money Giving (VMG) and
now lots of you use the contactless CollecTins at
the doors which, along with standing orders and
VMG, can capture GiftAid from your donations. As
a result we have many unclaimed planned-giving
envelopes. If you used to get envelopes and still
would like them please let Asha know via
stjohnswoodbookkeeper@rcdow.org.uk. Standing
orders can easily be set up via www.olsjw.org.uk
and are the easiest way to give along with the
CollecTins. This is also because VMG will finish at
the end of 2021. However, you can still use
envelopes or put cash in the collecting baskets.
Whatever way you support us, God bless you.
November is the Month of the Holy Souls. Please
take an envelope and a sheet as you leave the
church. Write the names of your deceased loved
ones on the sheet and return it in the envelope,
with your offering, to the rectory. The sheets will
be in the sanctuary during November and four
Masses a week offered for all those there named.
Preparation for Sacraments of First Holy
Communion & Confirmation in 2022. Application
forms for both Sacraments are available to collect
from one of the clergy after Mass. Candidates for
the Sacrament of Confirmation must collect the
forms themselves. Completed forms should be
posted through the rectory door or scanned and
emailed to stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk by 12
noon on Tuesday 7 December 2021.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word at 9:00am Mass
and Tea/Coffee Afterwards. We had hoped to
start both these soon but first an electrical
problem in the lower hall needs to be fixed or the
choirs will have nowhere to rehearse. Mind you,
even when we have repaired that neither will start
without more volunteers to help. So, over to you...
Free English Conversation Classes for Adults in
the parish hall on Mondays from 10:00am to 12:00
noon during term time. No need to register, just
come along and everyone is welcome. Contact Lois
07761 590240 or lois_darley@hotmail.com.
Memorial Mass for Nicole Hurley, RIP on Tuesday
9 November 2021 at 2:00pm at Our Lady’s.

The SVP Foodbank Collection takes place next
weekend. Please place your donations on the table
in the church porch after all Masses.
Medjugorje prayer evening for LGBT Catholics,
and their families and friends is on Wednesday 17
November at St. Mary of the Angels, Moorhouse
Road, W2 5DJ with prayer and praise at 6pm
followed by Mass at 6.15pm.
If you are applying to Catholic primary and
nursery schools, follow this link to Admissions
(http://catholiceducation.org.uk/guidance-forschools/admissions) and read the Guidance for
Clergy document. If you can meet these criteria
for the clergy to sign a form for your child, then
please contact Claudia in the Parish Office to
arrange an appointment to discuss applications.
Operation Elf is the campaign by PACT, the Prison
Advice and Care Trust, to enable prisoners to give
a Christmas gift to their child. This year they are
asking supporters to buy a gift card with a £10
value only. If you want to donate more please buy
multiples of £10 cards. A good choice is a One4All
gift card from the Post Office or online which can
be used in lots of shops such Boots, M&S. etc.
Please, no e-cards or e-vouchers as they are
difficult to distribute. Please either drop them into
the collection or at the rectory by Sunday 21
November 2021. Thank you for your support.
London Jesuit Centre. For a list of events, courses
and retreats, visit www.londonjesuitcentre.org.
We truly are the “Church in the Modern World”
and our parish website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our
Lady's RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page
are updated regularly which is especially
important as the Synod process gets underway.
Remember too to scan the QR code with the NHS
COVID-19 App as you enter and leave or use the
contact forms in the benches and place one per
household or bubble in the collection.
Day

Location

Monday

Upper &
Lower
Hall

Time

Group

10:00am- English Class
12:00
Noon

Tuesday,
Upper
Wednesday, Hall
Thursday

9:30am11:30am

Parents &
Toddlers

Tuesday

1:00pm4:30pm

Over 50’s

Upper
Hall

