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This Sunday marks the beginning of Advent, which I have to admit is
my favourite time of year. I urge you to pay close attention to the
readings, to listen especially to the music provided, and to take in all
the colours and sights on show. Advent is a real feast for the mind
and senses and I encourage you all to really enter into the spirit of it.
But what is Advent all about? The first clue comes from its name, for
the word Advent is derived from the Latin word ‘Adventus’ which
means ‘ Coming’! The second clue comes from the fact that our two
main guides throughout this season are St. John the Baptist and the
prophet Isaiah who are constantly encouraging us to “prepare a way
for the Lord”. From these two observations then, we can see that
Advent is the season in which we remind ourselves that ‘God is
Coming!’, that the work of Jesus Christ is unfinished and in order to
finish it he has to come again. This is why the Church places Advent
before Christmas, because if the idea of Jesus Christ coming again can
seem a little much or too abstract for us, we remind ourselves that
2,000 years ago God already came to us, that God was born of a
woman, God walked with us, God taught us and God died for us. He is
with us right now, hidden under the veil of bread and wine, truly and
really present. And the time will come, when this veil will be removed
and he is before us again in Glory.
The question then that Advent places before us is this: “Jesus Christ is
coming, are you prepared?” This is not a question designed to invoke
fear and anxiety but rather it’s a question that calls forth hope and
excitement. Think about what has just been said “Jesus Christ, God, is
coming to us” and we get to welcome him! How then should we
prepare ourselves for the arrival of such an exalted guest! Firstly,
then, let us look at our lives and ask ourselves if we have been living
as true Children of God, do we love the Father and seek to do his will
at all times? Secondly, let us look at our neighbours and ask if we have
loved each other as he has loved us. Thirdly, let us look at the world
and ask ourselves if we have been responsible stewards of his
creation. This is how we prepare for his coming so let us not be found
asleep, let us use this time in Advent to reignite our hope and
excitement at the incredible truth of Our Lord’s Second Coming.
Seminarian Robert

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
10:00am
Thursday: 7:00pm
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition & Confessions
Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
Confessions
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm
Music
Victoria - Missa Trahe me post te
Lassus - Ad te Domine levavi
Byrd
- Vigilate
264 Tell out my soul
5 Hark the glad sound! The
Saviour comes
1 Come, thou long-expected
Jesus
Peter Warlock - Adam Lay y
Bounden

Sunday Readings, page 82
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 24:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 R. v 1
1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36
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Fr David Irwin RIP Reception at St James’, Spanish
Place on Tuesday 30 November at 6:00pm
followed by Mass. Funeral Mass on Wednesday 1
December at 12noon. Bishop Alan Hopes will
preside at the Funeral Mass.
A Christmas Leaflet with the times of all Masses,
Confessions, and church opening times for the
season is available to take home with you today.
Please give them out to people who might be
thinking of coming to our parish over Christmas.
Afternoon Tea, Irish Coffee and a raffle at Our
Lady On Saturday 4 December from 2:00pm
onwards in the hall. Tickets are £10.00 per person,
all proceeds to various charities and the church.
Westminster Synodal Pathway - Area Listening
Event As part of the Westminster Synodal
Pathway you are invited to join Bishop Nicholas
Hudson on Wednesday 8 December 2021 at
7:00pm - 9:00pm at Cathedral Hall, Ambrosden
Avenue, London SW1P 1QJ. This event is an
opportunity to listen, share and dream about the
Church we are called to be. To book a place email
catadmin@rcdow.org.uk.
Westminster Year Book 2022 Now available
priced £4.50. Please speak to the clergy.
St Edward's Catholic Primary School Open Day On
Wednesday 1 December from 9:30am - 11:15am
at Lisson Grove, NW1 6LH. Contact the school
office: 020 7723 5911
Adult Required to Provide Pupil Support St.
Edward’s requires a person of strong character to
support pupils with learning needs in Upper Key
Stage 1/Lower Key Stage 2. Candidates must have
a good general standard of education. Contact
John Foudy (School Business Manager) 020 7724
9829 or send CV to jfoudy@stedwardsprimary.org.
We truly are the “Church in the Modern World”
and our parish website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our
Lady's RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page
are updated regularly which is especially
important as the Synod process progresses.
Remember too to scan the QR code with the NHS
COVID-19 App as you enter and leave or use the
contact forms in the benches and place one per
household or bubble in the collection.

Preparation for Sacraments of First Holy
Communion & Confirmation in 2022. Application
forms for both Sacraments are available to collect
from one of the clergy after Mass. Candidates for
the Sacrament of Confirmation must collect the
forms themselves. Completed forms should be
posted through the rectory door or scanned and
emailed to stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk by 12
noon on Tuesday 7 December 2021.
If you are applying to Catholic primary and
nursery schools, follow this link to Admissions
(http://catholiceducation.org.uk/guidance-forschools/admissions) and read the Guidance for
Clergy document. If you can meet these criteria
then please contact Claudia in the Parish Office.
Tea and coffee after 9:00am Mass in the parish
hall. If you can volunteer, please contact Claudia.
The next UCM Meeting is on Monday 29
November 2021 in the Parish Hall.
Planned Giving envelopes Now that there are
various donation possibilities, please advise Asha if
you still require your weekly donation envelopes,
email stjohnswoodbookkeeper@rcdow.org.uk.
Don’t Touch Me. For those who use the
contactless CollecTins, these can now collect
GiftAid on all your donations if you register a
particular card on the tin itself or scan the QR code
on the poster next to them and fill in the simple
form at your leisure. Please take a few moments
to do this as we can collect the GiftAid on all you
have given with that card since April 2021. Please
note that the Virgin Money Giving (VMG) will
finish at the end of November 2021. Standing
orders are the easiest way to give regularly and
can be set up via www.olsjw.org.uk. Whatever
way you support us, God bless you.
Day

Location

Monday

Upper &
Lower
Hall

Time

Group

10:00am- English Class
12:00
Noon

Tuesday,
Upper
Wednesday, Hall
Thursday

9:30am11:30am

Parents &
Toddlers

Tuesday

1:00pm4:30pm

Over 50’s

Upper
Hall

