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The New Covenant to Live as Missionaries of Jesus
The chapter from Jeremiah which is presented in our readings for this
Sunday is very special. The sole place, from the entire of the Old
Testament, where the phrase “new covenant” (Jer 31:31-34) can be
discovered is unearthed here. Like the treasure hidden in a field (Mt
13:44) it is worth everything and is found at the heart of Jeremiah.
This “new covenant” is part of the restoration of Israel, when the ten
Northern Tribes and the two Southern Tribes will be reunited in peace
and joy, “Shout with joy for Jacob! Hail the chief of nations!” (Jer
31:7). The “new covenant” will be written on hearts made of flesh
rather than tablets of stone. The Lord Himself will pour out His Spirit
into hearts and they will be recreated for a truly intimate relationship
with God. The compassion of the Lord will be seen in His desire to
embrace the blind and the lame (Jer 31:8).
The Gospel this Sunday reveals our Blessed and holy Lord leading the
blind beggar Bartimaeus to see truly with the eyes of faith. We see
how in the words and actions of Jesus the prophecy of Jeremiah is
inaugurated, waiting the final fulfilment at the end of time. Jesus has
begun to write the prophesied law of peace and joy onto the heart of
Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus discards, like an old skin, like an old fig leaf,
his cloak, his sole worldly possession, in favour of following Jesus.
Jesus is manifesting to the people that in Him we are healed in soul
and in body. When Jesus asks each of us directly, as we approach Him
- Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity - at Mass, “what you want me to do
for you” (Mk 10:51), as He did for Bartimaeus, let that be a moment of
conversion to the Holy Spirit writing on your hearts; let it be a
moment of listening in faith to your God and Saviour.
This Sunday the Catholic Church in all the world celebrates World
Mission Sunday. This initiative, started by Pope Pius XI in 1926, seeks
to bring the saving peace and joy of Jesus Christ to all the world
through men and women who serve the Lord Jesus as missionaries.
Let us support them through our devoted prayers, which are
becoming ever more faith-filled and pure through the Holy Spirit, Who
is active in our very hearts and souls. Let us also give of our worldly
possessions, as Bartimaeus jettisoned his cloak, in the pursuit of
bringing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all nations and peoples. Fr Ben
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World Mission Sunday is being celebrated in
every Catholic parish around the world today! It
supports missionaries who work alongside
communities that are poor or in need, regardless
of their background or belief. By supporting
Missio, the Pope’s charity for world mission, you
will help missionaries build peace throughout the
world and share the love of Christ with those most
in need. Please take an envelope from the church
or visit https://missio.org.uk/ to give a single gift,
set up a Direct Debit and Gift Aid your donation, if
possible. Thank you for your support.
Free English Conversation Classes for Adults
starting Monday 1 November 2021. Every
Monday morning in the Church Hall, 10:00am to
12 noon during term time. No need to register,
just come along! Everyone welcome. For more
information please contact Lois on 07761
590240 or lois_darley@hotmail.com.
Blessing of Pets in the church at 12:00 noon on
Saturday 30 October. All types of creatures are
welcome – St Francis of Assisi had no favourites so
neither should we. And sorry that it’s a while after
his feast. Next year it will be on Saturday 1
October at 12:00 noon – get your pets to put it in
the diaries now because we know how busy their
lives are.
Tea and Coffee after 9:00am Mass will never start
again unless we get some volunteers please.
60 Years On: The legacy of Martin Luther King’s
first London sermon This event on Friday 29
October 2021 at 2:00pm-9:00pm at Bloomsbury
Central Baptist Church, 235 Shaftesbury Avenue,
City of London, WC2H 8EP explores the
ongoing significance of Martin Luther King’s
message for the UK. To book your free tickets visit
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/163157587737.
Your Offerings are all deeply appreciated as they
keep us open and enable us to help those in need
in our local community. You can give by using the
contactless CollecTins at the doors which will soon
be able to record your donations as GiftAid or you
can place envelopes or cash in the offertory
baskets or you can give via www.olsjw.org.uk and/
or set up a standing order on the same page as
well as ordering planned giving envelopes.

All Saints. The Solemnity of All Saints falls on a
Monday this year so its celebration is transferred
to the Sunday 31 October.
November - Month of the Holy Souls. You can
pick up an envelope and sheet as you leave the
church on which to write the names of your
deceased loved ones. Please return the sheet in
the envelope, with any offering you may wish to
include, to the presbytery. The sheets will be
placed in our Book of Remembrance which will be
in the sanctuary during November. Four
Masses each week will be said for those named
there. There will be a said Mass at 10:00am and a
sung Mass at 7:30pm on the feast of All Souls’,
Tuesday 2 November.
Bi-Annual Concelebrated Requiem Mass will take
place on Monday 8 November 2021 at 11:30am at
St Mary’s Cemetery, Kensal Green NW10 5NU.
‘Little Amal’ Please consider a visit to Westminster
Cathedral tomorrow, Monday 25 October, to see a
giant 9 year old girl. Her name is Amal and she has
walked 8,000 kilometres from Syria. She
represents all refugees, especially child refugees
who have been separated from their parents and
is looking for them. This may be a nice activity to
do with your children during half-term. Pope
Francis met Amal when she went to Rome - why
don’t you come to meet her and show your
support for migrants and refugees. You need to be
seated by 1:30pm, you do not need a ticket.
Union of Catholic Mothers (UCM) Meeting on
Monday 1 November at 8:00pm in the Parish Hall.
Technology is amazing and our parish website
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood Facebook page are updated
regularly. Remember too to scan the QR code with
the NHS COVID-19 App as you enter and leave or
use the contact forms in the benches and place
one per household or bubble in the collection.
Parents & Toddlers Group will be closed next
week and resume on Tuesday 2 November.
Day
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Location

Upper
Hall

Time

1:00pm4:30pm

Group

Over 50’s

