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Listen in the Love, Borne of Divine Suffering
As we begin to consider the ‘Synodal process,’ about which Cardinal
Vincent explores in his Pastoral Letter this Sunday, I thought that I
might reflect on this process in light of the sense of belonging to Jesus,
as found in the readings for this Sunday. Cardinal Vincent discusses the
importance of listening. He takes this initiative from the Holy Father,
“he is inviting us to listen again to each other, hearing experiences of
faith with all its joys and disappointments, and to find new ways of
strengthening each other.”
When we listen to each other, it is so foundational to consider the
words from Hebrews for this Sunday, “[f]or the one who sanctifies, and
the ones who are sanctified, are of the same stock; that is why he
openly calls them brothers” (Heb 2:11). Hebrews also makes it clear
that our salvation has been won through the sufferings, through the
pouring out of Jesus’ blood for us (Heb 2:10); we find this truth in
many writings from the New Testament, for example: Eph 1:7; 1 Pet
1:19; Rom 3:25.
It is in the blood and water freely flowing from His sacred side that we
find our fraternity, our community, our spousal commitment to God
and to each other. The picking up our cross (Mt 16:24) in love, the
sharing in the sufferings of Christ (1 Pet 4:13) with childlike docility,
these parts of living an authentic Christian life can never be absent
when we address each other and listen to each other. This is so for the
life we receive in Christ flows from His blood poured out in suffering;
suffering which has eternal meaning, it is transfigured divine love. To
share His life in the Spirit is to encounter the mystery of His willingness
to suffer. The willingness of Jesus to suffer for us is an expression of
the eternal source of beauty. Beauty gives all; Beauty loves all peoples.
From the side of Adam, life was lovingly given and Eve was created.
Eve was created for spousal union with Adam. From the side of Jesus,
life was lovingly given that all who are sanctified (Heb 2: 11) might
share in spousal life with Jesus. He is the bridegroom we are the Bride,
the Church. May we not harden our hearts to this union (Ps 95:8).
As we begin this ‘Synodal process,’ let us delight in the truth that we
are made for spousal union with God and with each other. Let us listen
in His love, that others may see how we truly love each other. Fr Ben
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Keeping Ourselves Going
1. Please use the contactless CollecTins at the
doors or the offertory baskets or you can give via
www.olsjw.org.uk and/or set up a standing order.
2. Please scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter or leave the church or use the
contact forms at the end of the benches and place
one per household or bubble in the collection.
Please Remember in Your Prayers:
Harry Benjamin Carter Requiem Mass at Our
Lady’s on Thursday 14 October 2021 at 11:00am
followed by committal at Breakspear
Crematorium.
May he rest in peace.
“For a Synodal Church: Communion,
Participation, Mission” For the audio and text
version of the Cardinal’s Pastoral letter, please
visit https://rcdow.org.uk/cardinal/homilies/
pastoral-letter-for-27th-sunday-in-ordinary-time/.
Hard copies are also available from the Church.
‘Assisted Dying Bill 2021’ For Bishop John
Sherrington’s open letter inviting Catholics to pray
for the defeat of the Assisted Dying Bill and for
information on how to write to the peers, please
visit https://www.cbcew.org.uk/bishopsherrington-letter-on-assisted-dying-bill-2021/.
The Society for the Protection of Children needs
volunteers to help a day or two a week with data
entry and other mailing room tasks at SPUC HQ
office in Kennington, SE11 4AB. Lunch will be
provided and fares reimbursed. If you are
interested, please email lizfoody@spuc.org.uk or
call 020 7091 7091.
Adult Required to Provide Pupil Support St.
Edward’s Catholic Primary School requires a
person of strong character to work with a 9-year
old pupil with profound learning needs.
Candidates must have a good general standard of
education. Please contact John Foudy (School
Business Manager) on 020 7724 9829 or e-mail a
CV to jfoudy@stedwardsprimary.org.
Union of Catholic Mothers (UCM) next meetings
will take place on Mondays 4 and 18 October 2021
at 8:00pm in the Parish Hall.

SVP Foodbank Collection takes place next
weekend. Please place your donations on the table
in the Church porch after Saturday evening and
Sunday Masses. Thank you for your support.
For those who are applying to Catholic schools,
please follow this link for Admissions (http://
catholiceducation.org.uk/guidance-for-schools/
admissions) and read the Guidance for Clergy
document. This explains what you need to provide
in order for a priest to complete a Certificate of
Catholic Practice. If you can meet these criteria
then please contact Claudia in the Parish Office to
arrange an appointment to discuss secondary and
sixth form applications. Primary and nursery
applications will be dealt with after half-term but
the same criteria apply for the completion of the
Certificate of Catholic Practice.
A Day with Mary On Saturdays 9 October 2021
from 9:30am—5:00pm at Our Lady & St Peter,
Victoria Drive, SW19 and 16 October 2021 from
9:45am-4:00pm at Westminster Cathedral. A day
of instruction, devotion and intercession. For
more info please see posters in the Church porch.
St Charles Catholic Sixth Form College—Open
Event On Saturday 16 October 2021 at 10:00am1:00pm, suitable for students in years 10 & 11. To
register your interest, go to www.stcharles.ac.uk
or email the Chaplain at jho@stcharles.ac.uk.
Parish Website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's
RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page are
updated regularly. Mass is live-streamed at
10:30am on Sundays on both sites at which you
can pray An Act of Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You. Amen.
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