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Greetings
My name is Robert Smialek and I am a fourth year seminarian at Allen
Hall in formation to the priesthood. I am originally from Ireland where
I grew up in Dublin and by the time I left home I was a qualified Civil
Engineer.
For 11 years I worked as a Civil Engineer, working in various countries
around the world. I naturally begun my work in Ireland but soon after I
emigrated to Australia for two years where I became a subsea pipeline
engineer. This change in specialty surprisingly brought me to Liverpool
where after living there for four years I eventually made my way down
to London to work on the Crossrail project; the new underground train
line.

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
10:00am
Thursday: 7:00pm
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
Rosary
After weekday Mass

Exposition & Confessions
It was while I was in London that I experienced a sudden conversion in
Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
my life and I began to discover the faith. I was inspired by the life of
St. Francis of Assisi and how he radically gave his life over to Christ, I
Confessions
started to read the Church Fathers and I became enthralled by the
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm
writings and teachings of St. Thomas Aquinas. The richness of the faith
was revealing itself to me and my desire to know and love Christ was
Music
ever increasing. Finally, after some time had passed, I felt a very
Guerrero - Missa L'homme armé I
strong call to the priesthood and found myself unable to resist.
Byrd
- Visita quaesumus
Domine
This year, is a very important year for me with regards to my journey
Victoria - O Sacrum Convivium
to the priesthood as I get the opportunity to spend an extended time
in a parish developing a deeper sense of what it means to be a priest, 141 Crown him with many
crowns
therefore, when I heard that I would be coming here to Our Lady’s in
227 Jesu, Lover of my soul
St. John’s Wood I felt incredibly lucky! I very much look forward to
122 O Bread of heaven,
learning from Fr Kevin, Fr Ben and you the people of God but most of
beneath this veil
all, I am very excited about meeting all of you and I pray that my time
here will be a fruitful time of friendship but above all, a fruitful time in
bringing us all closer into that intimate union with Our Lord Jesus
Christ.
God Bless,
Seminarian Robert

Sunday Readings, page 135
Wisdom 2:12, 17-20
Psalm 53:3-6, 8 R. v 6
James 3:16-4:3
Mark 9:30-37
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Keeping Ourselves Going
1. Please use the contactless CollecTins at the
doors or the offertory baskets or you can give via
www.olsjw.org.uk and/or set up a standing order.
2. Please scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter or leave the church or use the
contact forms at the end of the benches and place
one per household or bubble in the collection.
The St Vincent de Paul Society will be speaking at
the end of Mass next weekend explaining what
they do and asking you to consider getting
involved. Next Foodbank collection on 9/10 Oct.
The Bible Timeline Course Mauro Iannicelli will
deliver this course again, completely free of
charge, LIVE on YouTube, from Wednesday 29 Sep
2021 at 7:00pm-8:40pm over 8 weekly
sessions. For course info and registration, please
visit www.comeandsee.org.
Caritas Westminster is running a free, online
‘Introduction to Volunteering’ event on 21
September 2021, 10:00am–11:30 am. For more
info and to register, please visit
www.caritaswestminster.org.uk/events or email
cvs@rcdow.org.uk. Parishioners who are
interested in welcoming and supporting refugees
from Afghanistan, please sign up on
https://www.caritasvs.org.uk/volunteer-tosupport-afghan-refugees.php.
Candlelit Procession of Our Lady of Willesden On
Sunday 21 October 2021 at 7:00pm. All are
welcome— see poster in the porch.
New Readers, Eucharistic Ministers and Cleaning
Rotas available at www.olsjw.org.uk.
Parish Website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's
RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page are
updated regularly. Mass is live-streamed at
10:30am on Sundays on both sites at which you
can pray An Act of Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You. Amen.

For those who are applying to Catholic schools,
please follow this link for Admissions (http://
catholiceducation.org.uk/guidance-for-schools/
admissions) and read the Guidance for Clergy
document. This explains what you need to provide
in order for a priest to complete a Certificate of
Catholic Practice. If you can meet these criteria
then please contact Claudia in the Parish Office to
arrange an appointment to discuss secondary and
sixth form applications. Primary and nursery
applications will be dealt with after half-term but
the same criteria apply for the completion of the
Certificate of Catholic Practice.
World Day of Migrants and Refugees (WDMR)—
Sunday 26 September 2021 This year the theme
is ‘Towards an ever wider “we”’. Bishop Paul
McAleenan will celebrate the annual WDMR Mass
in Westminster Cathedral at 5:30pm on that
Sunday. All are most welcome to the Mass, either
in person or via the Cathedral livestream at
https://westminstercathedral.org.uk/.
Annual Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers will take
place on Saturday 2 October 2021 at 2:30pm in
Westminster Cathedral and will be celebrated by
Bishop Nicholas Hudson.
‘Assisted Dying Bill 2021’ For Bishop John
Sherrington’s open letter inviting Catholics to pray
for the defeat of the Assisted Dying Bill and for
information on how to write to the peers, please
visit https://www.cbcew.org.uk/bishopsherrington-letter-on-assisted-dying-bill-2021/.
Tea/Coffee Rota Tea and coffee will once again be
served in the Parish Hall after the 9:00am Sunday
Mass after October half-term. We are appealing
for volunteers so please contact Claudia in the
office if you can help. Her details are overleaf.
Cleaning Rota We are desperate for more
volunteers to clean the church in the evenings on
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday every 5
or 6 weeks. If you can help, please contact
Claudia in the office. Her details are overleaf.
Day

Location

Time

Group

Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Thursday

Upper
Hall

9:30am- Parents &
11:30am Toddlers

Tuesday

Upper
Hall

1:00pm4:30pm

Over 50’s

