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Mary Loved Her Son in His Agony
July 2011, the Westminster Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes was in full
prayer. The then Vocations Director, Fr Richard Nesbitt, sent two
newly accepted and wide-eyed Westminster seminarians to care for
and serve the sick in the Saint Frai: a community attached to a medical
foundation whose whole raison d’être is to aid the sick in Lourdes
through prayer and loving service. There life is cherished; the service
of those in need transforms those who serve.
One dark and wet evening, most gloriously illuminated by faith and
candles, a malade (the name given to those who receive care) was
being wheeled to the front of the piazza close to the Rosary Basilica by
his mother and myself, and she looked at her son and exclaimed, with
total devotion and joy, “this is all for you Michael, this is all for you.”
The love in this mother’s heart for her son was so palpable, so searing;
such pure beauty still moves my heart and tears of conversion are
never far behind. This mother knew that, despite severe disability, the
life of her son was a gift, a treasure. I remember this mother, Patricia,
as a holy woman. She was called to true greatness, sanctity, and she
accepted this call, her unique cross.
On Friday, 22 October, there will be a debate in the House of Lords on
Baroness Meacher’s ‘Assisted Dying Bill 2021’. This Bill, should it
become law, will legalise certain people to commit suicide with the
assistance of medical professionals in our country. Where this has
been legalised, the Netherlands for example, instances continue to
rise, including those who have not requested the taking of their lives,
thus resulting in their murder. It throws into question the very
purpose of the medical profession’s goal, which is to safeguard life,
not promote death. Self-autonomy is important, but it does not
guarantee moral truth or goodness: one might freely choose to kill but
this does not make it right. Human life, family life, and society are
rooted in spiritual, emotional, and physical bonds; we are made to
exist as a family not as isolated individuals. A human society which
does not truly value the gift of human life as utterly sacrosanct will
gradually erode our intrinsic dignity, as can be seen elsewhere. Please
help to stop this Bill by seeing what you can do overleaf. Humans are
created for greatness, for life, for love, for sacrifice; not death. Fr Ben
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Today is Education Sunday The theme for 2021 is
‘A word in season’, taken from Isaiah 50:4.
Churches Together in England (CTE) rightly
describes teaching and studying as “demanding
and privileged callings” and Education Sunday
gives us the opportunity to give thanks to God for
all who teach and all who study, for all who
continually have to find the right words and
deliver them with enthusiasm and graciousness.
This is all the more poignant as we attempt to
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. Teachers,
pupils and leaders in our schools have suffered 18
months of disruption and uncertainty. It has been
a challenging situation for both teachers and
pupils. We pray that God will fortify those working
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and out
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not to mention students in higher education and
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Keeping Ourselves Going
1. Please use the contactless CollecTins at the
doors or the offertory baskets or you can give via
www.olsjw.org.uk and/or set up a standing order.
2. Please scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter or leave the church or use the
contact forms at the end of the benches and place
one per household or bubble in the collection.

SVP Foodbank Collection takes place this
weekend. There will be a table at the back of the
Church where you can drop off your donations
after Saturday evening and Sunday Masses this
week. Thank you for your support.

Tea/Coffee Rota Tea and coffee will once again be
served in the Parish Hall after the 9.00am Sunday
Mass after October half-term. We are appealing
for volunteers so please contact the Parish Office if
you can help. Thank you.

Memorial Mass at Our Lady for George Hamer RIP
on Saturday 18 September 2021 at 12:00 Noon
and Mai O’Connell at 2:30pm.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word links and other
catechesis can be found on our Facebook page
https://ww.facebook.com/ourladysjw/.

Cleaning Rota. We are desperate for more
volunteers to clean the church in the evenings on
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday every 5
or 6 weeks. If you can help, please contact
Claudia in the office. Her details are overleaf.

Cardinal Vaughan Open Evenings For Year 7 on
Tuesday 14 and Thursday 23 September 2021. The
Head will speak at 4:30pm and 6:00pm. The last
tour of the school will take place at 6:15pm. For
Year 12 on Thursday 7 and Tuesday 12 October
2021 at 5:00pm. The Head will speak at 5:00pm.
The last tour of the school will take place at
6:00pm. No need to book.

Parish Website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's
RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page are
updated regularly. Mass is live-streamed at
10:30am on Sundays on both sites at which you
can pray An Act of Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You. Amen.

‘Assisted Dying Bill 2021’ Bishop John Sherrington,
Lead Bishop for Life Issues for the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has
written an open letter inviting Catholics to pray for
the defeat of the Assisted Dying Bill to be debated
in the House of Lords in October. For the letter
and more information on how to write to the
peers, please visit https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
bishop-sherrington-letter-on-assisted-dying-bill2021/. Thank you.
Annual Diocesan Mass for Altar Servers will be on
Saturday 2 October 2021 and celebrated by Bishop
Nicholas Hudson. More details will follow.

Union of Catholic Mothers (UCM) next meeting
will take place on Monday 20 September 2021 at
8:00pm in the Parish Hall.
Day

Location

Time

Group

Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Thursday

Upper
Hall

9:30am- Parents &
11:30am Toddlers

Tuesday

Upper
Hall

1:00pm4:30pm

Over 50’s

