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Planting and Reaping
Mass Times
My parents are keen gardeners and when I visited them in Cumbria
Sunday
recently my father gave me some tomato plants that he had produced
6:00pm (Saturday)
from seed and suggested I have a go at growing them in the presbytery 9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
garden. They survived the journey south and I laid them out on the
6:00pm
paving in their small plastic pots with the full intention of planting
them within a few days. I took so long trying to decide whether to use
Weekdays
a grow bag or to put them directly into the soil that when I eventually
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
got round to do anything at all with them I discovered that they had
10:00am
been neatly dealt with by Roger our caretaker. I had been so intent on
Thursday: 7:00pm
planning the whole enterprise that, unbeknown to me, the plants were
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
happily established in the soil and rapidly growing each day.
Rosary
I feel a little bit like the man in this week’s Gospel who, night and day,
while he sleeps and while he is awake, the seed is sprouting and
After weekday Mass
growing; how, he does not know. Each morning I go and inspect the
Exposition & Confessions
tomato plants and I marvel at how quickly they are turning into
something really quite special. Within a couple of months they
Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
should be producing good fruit and like the man in the Gospel I will
Confessions
lose no time in starting to reap because the harvest has come. I am
sure I will feel quite proud of my small crop of tomatoes although in
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm
reality I will have done very little to produce them.
The parable told by Christ about planting and reaping should give us
some comfort in our Christian life. Although an initial effort is required
Music for 10:30am Mass
to embrace the Gospel it is really the Holy Spirit who brings things to
fruition in our soul. We just need to be docile to this work and allow
Matucci - Ego sum pastor bonus
the growth to take place. Like the seed sprouting in the ground, we will Regnart - Ad Dominum cum
increase in holiness each day, if we simply allow the Lord to act on us
tribularer
in the way he wants.
Lassus - Quid gloriaris
We can apply the same principle to our apostolic activity in our daily
lives. It can seem daunting to embrace the demands of spreading the
Sunday Readings
Gospel among our family and friends and we can sometimes feel
responsible for the way others react. But we simply have to plant the
Ezek 17:22-24
seed, often in very little ways, by making people aware of the beauty of
Psalm 91:2-3, 13-16 R. v 2
our faith. The rest is up to God. It is he who will inspire people to
2 Cor 5:6-10
follow him and who will nurture the gift of faith in their hearts. Our
Mk 4:26-34
task is not to get in the way.
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Parish Website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's
RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page are
updated regularly. Mass is live-streamed at
10:30am on Sundays on both sites at which you
can pray An Act of Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You. Amen.

Fr William’s First Mass of Thanksgiving, 12.00
Noon, Sunday 27 June, and Bring and Share
Buffet afterwards. Sign up sheets will be placed at
the back of the Church. Please sign up on a first
come first served basis for the Mass specifying the
size of your bubble and a contact number.
Regarding the food, please advise what
finger-food you are intending to bring on the sign
up list. Please contact Sr Brigid if you need any
further clarification. Thank you so much.
Vacancies at St Richard Reynolds Catholic
College, Twickenham. The College is looking to
develop its Physics Department and is
interested in hearing from those with a specialism
in this subject; also, from those with an expertise
in Economics. Contact s.simmons@srrcc.org.uk for
further details. Deadline: Friday 18 June.
Day for Life. June 19 & 20. With the fragility of life
more visible through the pandemic and a growing
momentum to support an ‘Assisted Dying’ Bill in
Parliament, please explore how you can protect
the dignity of life. https://www.dayforlife.org/
Community Sponsorship of Refugees. The
Government has recently announced the
long-term future for Community Sponsorship of
refugees – a national scheme co-designed and
piloted by Catholic parishes. All are invited to join
a national Catholic Zoom co-hosted by Caritas
Social Action (CSAN) and Reset: Monday 14 June,
6:00pm. Find out how you can get involved and
hear from refugees and parishes about its
transformative impact. To register, visit:
www.communitysponsorship.org.uk/events For
further information on the event please do contact
CSAN via: sean.ryan@csan.org.uk

SVP Foodbank Collection and Spare Furniture.
The next collection takes place this weekend.
Please drop off your donations in the Parish Hall
after Saturday evening and Sunday Masses. Do you
have any furniture to a help a refugee new to our
area? If so, contact Sue: ourladysvp@gmail.com or
07944 048 679. Many thanks.
St. Anthony’s School for Girls is an independent
Catholic school for ages 4-11 located in Ivy House,
North End Road, NW11. Co-ed 2+ nursery opening
September 2021. For further information, contact:
020 3869 3070, info@stanthonysgirls.co.uk.

Settlement Scheme for European Citizens. EU,
EEA and Swiss Citizens who were living in the UK
by 31 December 2020 have until 30 June 2021 to
apply for the Settlement Scheme. Those who do
not apply are at risk of losing their rights to live
and work here or access to important services
such as healthcare. More information on the
Government website www.gov.uk/settled-statuseu-citizens-families, from the European
Commission www.eurights.uk/what-you-need-toknow or from the charity Settled
www.settled.org.uk.
Area Bishop’s P.A. Vacancy. Bishop Nicholas
Hudson, our Area Bishop, is looking to appoint a
Personal Assistant to provide him with
administrative and secretarial support. The hours
of work are 17.5 hours per week (4-5 weekdays,
negotiable upon appointment); salary £19.11 per
hour. Closing date: 1 July. The job description may
be found at https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/pa-toauxiliary-bishop-archbishops-house/
Coronavirus Update.
1. Please help us stay open by using the
contactless CollecTins or the baskets by the doors.
If you are not coming to Mass you can give via
www.olsjw.org.uk or set up a standing order.
2. Please scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter or leave the church or use the
contact forms at the end of the benches and place
one per household or bubble in the collecting
baskets as you leave the church.
Day
Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Thursday

Location
Upper
Hall

Time

Group

9:30am— Parents &
11:30am Toddlers

