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You Did Not Choose Me, No, I Chose You
In the first letter of Saint John we find three words which contain a
truth from which all Christianity flows. You could even say that these
three words are Truth. The words, in question, are, “God is love” (1 Jn
4:8). Could we say that God is many things and one of them is love?
No, Christianity teaches that Being Itself, the very source of all life is
Love. Wow. So love. Well, love to be perfect needs a lover, one who is
capable of loving; there must also be a beloved, one who is capable of
receiving love; and then there must be the very bond itself between
the two Lovers, their shared love. We see that for love to be perfect
there must be three components. The highest doctrine, the most
sublime teaching of Christianity is that God is three divine Persons and
that these three Persons are Love. The Father is the Lover, the Son is
the Beloved, and the Holy Spirit is Their Shared Love.
From this lofty and spiritual teaching we might ask, “but how does this
play out in our lives?” Well in the very natural laws which God has
created we see how the family presents a model which bears a
resemblance to Trinitarian life, to Trinitarian love: husband and wife,
through their loving union, are created to bear fruit, they can be gifted
with new life. Children are not an optional extra, they are, God
willing, fundamental to married love. Three persons is a true
community. But understanding divine love for the entire human
community is most perfectly seen and experienced in the life, passion,
death, and resurrection of Jesus.
The limitless love with which each Person of the Most Holy Trinity
serves and adores the Others is given to us, made open to us, through,
“God’s love for us when he sent his Son to be the sacrifice that takes
our sins away” (1 Jn 4:10). It is this love which is poured out upon the
pagans, by the Holy Spirit, in the reading from Acts. The Holy Spirit is
the very love between Father and Son. To receive the Gift of gifts,
Jesus commands that we love as He loves: we are to lay down our
lives for our friends (Jn 15:13). This is the mirror of divine life, this is
Love. For centuries, men and women have welcomed this fire of the
Holy Spirit, to lead them, to purify them in holding fast to the Love of
God in all situations. Our beloved saints from heaven beseech us to
live in this Love as the way to heaven. How will we respond? Fr Ben
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Parish Website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's
RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page are
updated regularly. Mass is live-streamed at
10:30am on Sundays on both sites at which you
can pray An Act of Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You. Amen.

Prayer Initiative for the Month of May led by
Pope Francis. Catholics and Marian Shrines
around the world are invited to dedicate the
month of May to a marathon of prayer for an end
to the Covid-19 pandemic. The initiative involves
30 Marian Shrines from various parts of the world.
Each day will see Vatican News broadcast the
recitation of the Rosary at 6:00pm Rome time
from the various Shrines taking part in the
initiative. The Pope will also close the initiative on
31 May with another specially-broadcast Rosary.
Holy Day of Obligation— The Ascension of the
Lord. Thursday, 13 May Mass will take place at
10:00am and 7:30pm.
First Holy Communion Next meeting on Saturday
15 May 2021 at 12:00pm—1:00pm in the Church.
Confirmation Next meeting on Sunday 16 May
2021 at 4:00pm—5:30pm in the Parish Hall.
May Devotion to Our Lady on Sunday 9 May 2021
at 3:30pm at the Shrine of Our Lady of Willesden.
It will include Holy Rosary and Benediction, with
music from the Shrine Singers. Pease visit
parish.rcdow.org.uk/Willesden for a link to the
livestream and booking of available seats.
Maureen Maloney RIP The family of parishioner
Maureen Maloney are sad to announce that
Maureen died unexpectedly on Tuesday 27 April
after a short stay in hospital. Maureen’s remains
will be taken back to her home in Glasgow where
there will be a family Mass and she will be buried
with her parents. A Mass will be said for her soul
at Our Lady’s on Sunday 27 June at 10.30am. The
family would like to thank those parishioners who
gave Maureen friendship and spiritual support
over the years.

SVP Foodbank Collection. The next collection
takes place next weekend. Please drop off your
donations in the Parish Hall after the Saturday
evening Mass and all Sunday Masses. Thank you.
Priests’ Training Fund. Thank you for your
continuing generosity and please continue to pray
for vocations to the priesthood.
Prayers for the people of India The Bishop of
Nottingham urges faithful to offer Friday penance
for crisis in India. Please visit Friday Penance for
Crisis in India.
The Church in a Post-Pandemic World. ‘The Day
of the Lord’ is a reflection produced by the Bishops
of England and Wales in appreciation for all the
good will that has been poured out during the
pandemic and encouraging us to give due
importance to the presence and reception of the
Blessed Sacrament. Please visit:
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/
sites/3/2021/04/Day-of-the-Lord-220421.pdf.
Covid-19 Vaccine Confidence Webinar. Organized
for the Dioceses of Brentwood, Southwark and
Westminster, with the cooperation of
Hertfordshire County Council and Hammersmith &
Fulham Council, and other local authorities, on
Saturday 15 May 2021 at 10:00am—11:30am
led by Prof Kevin Fenton, Regional Director of
Public Health London and sharing the latest
information on COVID-19 vaccination. Participants
will have an opportunity to ask questions
anonymously. Join at https://zoom.us/j/
99627319556 Passcode 546617.

Coronavirus Update.
1. Please help us stay open by using the
contactless CollecTins or the baskets by the doors.
If you are not coming to Mass you can give via
www.olsjw.org.uk or set up a standing order.
2. Please scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter or leave the church or use the
contact forms at the end of the benches and place
one per household or bubble in the collecting
baskets as you leave the church.
Day

Location

Tuesday,
Upper
Wednesday, Hall
Thursday

Time

Group

9:30am— Parents &
11:30am Toddlers

