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Labours of Love
I was hopeless at woodwork and am actually pretty useless at
anything artistic. But I do love art and behind the organ console is my
favourite of our stained glass windows showing Our Lady and St
Joseph looking on with pride as the young Jesus makes a cross. Christ
is imitating His earthly father and as St Joseph was a teknon (artisan) it
could have been made of other materials apart from wood.
It is this aspect of St Joseph's life that we celebrate on the feast of St
Joseph the Worker on 1 May. On this day he is not the husband of
Mary nor the father of Jesus but is commemorated in his own right.
And in this Year of St Joseph declared by the Holy Father, Pope Francis
wrote in Patris Corde (which translates as “with a father’s heart”) to
open this special time of devotion to Christ’s earthly father, “An
aspect of Saint Joseph that has been emphasized...is his relation to
work. From him, Jesus learned the value, the dignity and the joy of
what it means to eat bread that is the fruit of one’s own labour. In our
own day... there is a renewed need to appreciate the importance of
dignified work, of which Saint Joseph is an exemplary patron. Work is
a means of participating in the work of salvation, an opportunity to
hasten the coming of the Kingdom, to develop our talents and
abilities, and to put them at the service of society and fraternal
communion. Working persons, whatever their job may be, are
cooperating with God himself, and in some way become creators of
the world around us.
When I was at school we had to put AMDG (ad majorem Dei gloriam—
for the greater glory of God) at the top of every piece of work but
fortunately we didn’t have to engrave it on pieces of woodwork. Thus,
as this special year continues, may St Joseph inspire us to use
whatever gifts and talents we have for that same glory and so build up
the Kingdom of God in our time. We can do this a little just by saying
we are doing whatever it might be to utilise to the full whatever God
has given us. And imitating St Joseph, may we stand proudly over our
children identifying whatever they make as their best efforts to put
their skills at the service of the Church and society. As Pope Francis
says, “May we all “rediscover the value, the importance and necessity
of work” and give glory to God for whatever we produce.
Fr Kevin

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
10:00am
Thursday: 7:00pm
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
Exposition & Confessions
Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
Confessions
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm
Church Open for Private Prayer
with Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament
(except *)
Sunday
8:30am—12:45pm*
5:00pm—6:00pm*
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
8:30am—10:00am
Thursday
6:00pm—7:00pm
Friday
8:30am—10:00am
Saturday
8:30am—11:00am
5:00pm—6:00pm*

Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood, 54 Lodge Road, London, NW8 8LA
020 7286 3214 www.olsjw.org.uk or www.stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
Facebook: Our Lady’s RC Church, St John’s Wood https://www.facebook.com/ourladysjw
Parish Clergy:
Fr Kevin Jordan (kevinjordan@rcdow.org.uk)
Fr Ben Woodley (benwoodley@rcdow.org.uk)
Deacon William Johnstone (williamjohnstone@rcdow.org.uk)
Parish Sister:
Sr Brigid Collins, RSM (brigid@rcdow.org.uk)
Parish Administrator:
Claudia McHugh (stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk)
Director of Music:
Martin Toyer (martintoyer@rcdow.org.uk)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word links and other
catechesis can be found on our Facebook page
https://ww.facebook.com/ourladysjw/.
New Offertory Envelopes are available for
collection at the entrance to Church at all Masses
this weekend. If you would like to give regularly by
standing order or learn about other ways of
giving, please see one of the clergy.
Priests’ Training Fund envelopes can still be
placed in the baskets. Thank you for your support.

Fr Clement Mukuka was at Our Lady’s from 2011
to 2015 and will be known to many of you. Please
keep him in your prayers as he battles Covid-19 in
hospital in one of the poorest parts of Zambia.
Please Remember in Your Prayers:
Mrs Deborah Funmi Namabiri. Requiem Mass at
Our Lady’s on Friday 7 May at 12:30pm followed
by committal at St Mary’s Catholic Cemetery.
Please note the family is arranging attendees.
May she rest in peace.

Marriages. From 4 May 2021 the law regarding
the registration of marriages is changing in
England. Parishes will no longer hold registers and
will not be able to issue marriage certificates. A
couple must obtain a “Marriage Schedule” from
the Register Office and give it to the priest (who is
usually the authorised person) in advance of the
wedding. This will replace the “blue forms” which
are used at present. The marriage schedule is a
single form that will need to be signed by the
couple, the authorised person and the two
witnesses at the time of the wedding. The
authorised person then returns the signed form to
the Local Register Office within 21 days. Once
received the Local Register Office will issue the
couple with their Marriage Certificate.
May Devotion to Our Lady will take place on
Sunday 9 May 2021 at 3:30pm at the Shrine of Our
Lady of Willesden. It will include Holy Rosary and
Benediction, with music from the Shrine Singers.
Due to Covid Restrictions only a limited number of
seats will be available for reservation. The
devotion will be live-streamed. For a link to the
livestream and booking of available seats, please
visit parish.rcdow.org.uk/Willesden.

First Holy Communion resumes on Saturday 8
May 2021 at 11:30am—1:00pm in the Church.
Confirmation resumes on Sunday 9 May 2021 at
4:00pm—5:30pm in the Parish Hall.
Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament
of Holy Matrimony, via live-stream from
Westminster Cathedral, on Saturday 15 May 2021
at 3:00pm. The Cardinal will be celebrating a livestreamed Mass for all couples in the Diocese who
are celebrating their 5th, 10th, 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th
and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding
anniversary of Catholic marriage in 2021. If you
are celebrating an anniversary, please email
Claudia at stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk with
husband’s and wife’s names, wedding date, full
postal address and email (or telephone number if
no email) by Wednesday 5 May 2021. These
details will be sent to those organizing this
celebration. An Order of Service is available
from www.westminstercathedral.org.uk.
Parish Website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's
RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page are
updated regularly. Mass is live-streamed at
10:30am on Sundays on both sites at which you
can pray An Act of Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You. Amen.
Coronavirus Update.
1. Please help us stay open by using the
contactless CollecTins or the baskets by the doors.
If you are not coming to Mass you can give via
www.olsjw.org.uk or set up a standing order.
2. Please scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter or leave the church or use the
contact forms at the end of the benches and place
one per household or bubble in the collecting
baskets as you leave the church.
Day

Location

Tuesday,
Upper
Wednesday, Hall
Thursday

Time

Group

9:30am— Parents &
11:30am Toddlers

