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Praying for Priests
Mass Times
Next Sunday, the fourth Sunday of Easter, is often referred to as Good
Sunday
Shepherd Sunday. This is a reference to the Gospel for that day which
6:00pm (Saturday)
describes Jesus as the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for his
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
sheep. It is traditionally the time when we pray for vocations to the
6:00pm
priesthood in our diocese, reflecting the reality that the priest exists to
Weekdays
be a shepherd to his people, laying down his life for them and
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
guiding them towards salvation. Pope Francis famously described
10:00am
priests as being men who live with the smell of the sheep.
Thursday: 7:00pm
We should be praying regularly for God to send us holy priests who
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
can guide the Church through this particular moment in history. We
can also play a big part in encouraging young people to consider
Exposition & Confessions
whether they might have a spiritual vocation to the priesthood or the
Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
consecrated life. Sometimes there is a nagging desire in the heart for
something which hasn’t quite been verbalised. It often just takes a
word from a fellow Catholic or a little encouragement from someone
Confessions
for the thought to arise that maybe this is something that God might
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm
be asking me to consider.
We live in a world where there are so many different choices on offer
Church Open for Private Prayer
about the way we can live our lives that the call to a spiritual vocation
with Exposition
can go unheard and unanswered. Our fundamental human desire is to
of the Blessed Sacrament
be happy and so we base these choices on what we think will bring us
(except *)
the most personal fulfilment. Sometimes we can spend years chasing
Sunday
a particular dream which leads us nowhere. It is perhaps only then
8:30am—12:45pm*
that we realise that true happiness comes from following the path
5:00pm—6:00pm*
that God has planned for me.
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
For many people the call will be to marriage, that great vocation to
8:30am—10:00am
family life which St John Paul II described as the domestic church. This
Thursday
will be the setting for our relationship with God to flourish and the
6:00pm—7:00pm
place where we will learn to love others in a sacrificial way. But for
Friday
some people there may be a definite call to the priesthood or the
8:30am—10:00am
consecrated life. If that call is a real one, then this is the path that will
Saturday
lead someone to achieving the kind of happiness and peace that we
8:30am—11:00am
are all searching for.
5:00pm—6:00pm*
As we prepare for Good Shepherd Sunday next week let us renew our
prayer for vocations and ask God to send us priests. Deacon William
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Parish Website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's
RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page are
updated regularly. Mass is live-streamed at
10:30am on Sundays on both sites at which you
can pray An Act of Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You. Amen.
SVP Foodbank Collection. The next collection
takes place this weekend. Please drop off your
donations in the Parish Hall after the Saturday
evening Mass and all Sunday Masses. Please look
through your cupboards to see if there are any
non-perishable goods or toiletries or nappies or
anything you can spare at all. Our next collection
will take place on 15/16 May.
‘The Old Testament—A guide for the Perplexed’ A
series of five talks, part of ’The God Who Speaks’
initiative, given by Fr John Deehan. On Tuesdays
20 & 27 April, 4, 11 & 18 May at 7:00pm—
8:00pm. The talks will be delivered via Zoom.
Register beforehand on Eventbrite.
The Holy Family: Exploring Church Teaching
(Amoris Laetitia) and Life Experience A five week
course led by Fr Ladislaw Sulik SJ. Introductory
session on Tuesday 27 April 7:00pm—7:30pm.
Online seminars on Tuesdays 4, 11, 18 & 25 May
and 1 June at 7:00pm—8:00pm. Further
information https://londonjesuitcentre.org/
Parents and Toddlers Group will resume on
Tuesday 20 April.
CAFOD Family Fast Day Thank you for your
generous donations during Lent and your steadfast
support which enables CAFOD to fund many
long-term development projects.
Red Box 2020 In 2020, our community of Our
Lady raised £1,168.18 through our Red Boxes and
donations to Missio and the Mill Hill
Missionaries. The missionaries, and communities
they serve are grateful for your prayers and
generous donations.

Priest Training Fund Next Sunday is Good
Shepherd Sunday, the day we pray for priests and
for vocations to the priesthood. The annual
collection for the Priest Training Fund will take
place next weekend. This fund pays for the priestly
formation of men for the Catholic priesthood.
There are currently 42 men studying at Allen Hall
seminary, 18 of whom are for our own Diocese,
and two men in Rome, also for our Diocese. Last
year two men who studied at Allen Hall and one
who studied in Rome were ordained to the
priesthood to serve as our future priests. This fund
also supports the ongoing enrichment and
formation of our ordained priests. Your
generous donation helps ensure we can support
these men who are called to be like Christ the
Good Shepherd. Please take home a donation
leaflet, read the information, and bring it back
next weekend with your donation. You can also
donate online at www.rcdow.org.uk/donations.
New Offertory Envelopes are available for
collection at the entrance to Church at all Masses
this weekend. Please ensure you have the box
with your name and correct postcode. If you
would like to give regularly by standing order or
learn about other ways of giving or use weekly
offertory envelopes, please see a member of the
Finance Committee by the boxes or a member of
the clergy.
Gift Aid If you no longer pay tax and are unable to
gift aid your donations, please advise the parish
office or email stjohnswoodsgac@rcdow.org.uk as
soon as possible with your name, postcode,
telephone number and the date you ceased to pay
UK tax. Thank you.

First Holy Communion resumes on Saturday 24
April 2021 at 12:00 noon—1:00pm in the Church.
Confirmation resumes on Sunday 25 April 2021 at
3:30pm—5:30pm in the Church.
Coronavirus Update.
1. Please help us stay open by using the
contactless CollecTins or the baskets by the doors.
If you are not coming to Mass you can give via
www.olsjw.org.uk or set up a standing order.
2. Please scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter or leave the church or use the
contact forms at the end of the benches and place
one per household or bubble in the collecting
baskets as you leave the church.

