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National Day of Reflection
Tuesday 23rd March has been designated by the Bishops of England
and Wales as a National Day of Reflection. This will mark the
anniversary of the first national lockdown. It will include a minute’s
silence at midday and doorstep vigils of light at 8pm.
The bishops are inviting us to make this not only a day of reflection
but also a day of prayer. For those of us who live by faith, reflection
and prayer always go together; prayer completes reflection and
reflection informs prayer. This has been a very difficult year on all
sorts of levels but it is prayer that has sustained people in so many
ways.
March 2020 was the first time our churches had to be closed. It is
hoped that on Tuesday all of our churches will be open. The Bishops
are inviting everyone to enter a church on that day and pray in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. Although this will involve extra
effort it is an important contribution to a significant moment in the life
of our country. It is suggested that we might ask a friend, neighbour or
colleague to join us as we make this visit.
It will be an opportunity to reflect with sorrow on all those who have
died during the year, whether family members, friends or those
unknown to us. We pray that the Father will welcome them into their
heavenly home, the destiny for which God gave us the gift of life. We
reflect with compassion on all who have suffered during this last year,
whether through illness, stress, financial worries or family tensions.
We pray for their ongoing resilience, courage and capacity to forgive.
We reflect with thanksgiving on the generosity, inventiveness, selfsacrifice and determination shown by so many in this most difficult of
times. We pray for all scientists, politicians, health workers, public
servants, community leaders, family members and friends who
continue to show such love and compassion. We ask the Holy Spirit to
guide and strengthen us as we look towards opening up our lives
again as the pandemic is controlled. In all of this Jesus is our comfort
in sorrow and our strength in need.
May Tuesday 23rd March be a great day of prayer that this pandemic
comes to an end and that the gift of God’s Holy Spirit will carry us
forward to a new and better life both here and in the world to come.
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Parish Website www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's
RC Church, St John’s Wood Facebook page are
updated regularly. Mass is live-streamed at
10:30am on Sundays on both sites at which you
can pray An Act of Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all
things, and I desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You
Sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me
to be separated from You. Amen.
An Easter Leaflet with the times of all Masses,
Confessions, and church opening times for the
season is available to take home with you today.
Please give them out to people who might be
thinking of coming to our parish over Easter.
Sign-up sheets for Good Friday, Easter Vigil and
Easter Sunday. Please only come to one of the
Easter Masses so we don’t have to turn anyone
away. During the Easter Octave week, every day is
Easter Day. Also, the obligation to attend Sunday
Mass remains suspended by the Bishops of
England and Wales.
Extra Confession Times will be offered in the
Church from 9:00am—9:45am Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri
from 22 to 31 March.
Census 2021 This year, the Census takes place on
Sunday 21 March. To complete the survey, please
visit www.census.gov.uk. And enter the unique
access code received by your household at the
beginning of March. For more information, visit
www.census.gov.uk or call 0800 141 2021.
Coronavirus Update.
1. Please help us stay open by using the
contactless CollecTins or the baskets by the doors.
If you are not coming to Mass you can give via
www.olsjw.org.uk or set up a standing order.
Thank you for your generosity.
2. Please scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter or leave the church or use the
contact forms at the end of the benches and place
one per household or bubble in the collecting
baskets as you leave the church.

SVP Foodbank Collection—This Weekend. Please
drop off your donations after the Saturday
evening Mass and all Sunday Masses. Please look
through your cupboards to see if there are any
non-perishable goods or toiletries or nappies or
anything you can spare at all, or consider buying
one or two extra items when doing your shop.
Our next collection will take place on 17/18 April.
Thank you for your support.
Stations of the Cross take place on Thursday at
6:00pm and on Fridays after 10:00am Mass.
First Holy Communion. The worksheets have
been emailed to you and a guide to the next
session is available to view on our Facebook page.
Year "Amoris Laetitia Family" 19 March 2021—26
June 2022. ‘The Christian proclamation on the
family is good news indeed’ It has been five years
since the publication of the Apostolic Exhortation
Amoris Laetitia on the beauty and joy of love in
the family. On 19 March Pope Francis launched
the Year “Amoris Laetitia Family”, which will
conclude on June 26, 2022, on the occasion of the
X World Meeting of Families in Rome with the
Holy Father. http://www.laityfamilylife.va/
content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia.html
Here to Listen: A virtual event for young people
in Westminster to talk about their concerns on
Monday, 22 March, 4:30–5:30pm Are you a
young person (aged 14-20) living in Westminster?
If so, Westminster City Council would like to hear
how you are feeling coming out of Lockdown. Are
you concerned about your wellbeing? Worried
about safety? Anxious about going to college or
getting a job? A chance to talk to the Council,
youth organisations, police and others about
what’s worrying you, and how you could be
supported more.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/here-to-listentickets-145240031845
Day
Sunday

Location

Time

Group

Microsoft 4:00pm— Confirmation
Teams
5:30pm Class

Upper
Tuesday,
Hall
Wednesday,
Thursday

9:30am— Parents &
11:30am Toddlers

