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Here’s One I Made Earlier
And in that great tradition of Blue Peter, we blessed chalk on the
solemnity of the Epiphany on Wednesday so that you can mark your
front doors to ask God’s blessing on your homes and on those who
live in it or visit it...later in the year when it is safe to do so. It is an
invitation to Jesus for Him to be a daily guest in our limited comings
and goings, and our conversations, work and play, joys and sorrows.
Take a piece home and mark the top, side or step of your front door
as follows: 20 + C + M + B + 21 while saying: “The three Wise Men,
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar followed the star of God’s Son who
became human two thousand and twenty one years ago. May Christ
bless our home and remain with us throughout the new year. Amen.”
As well as being the names of the three Magi, CMB is an acronym for
Christus mansionem benedicat, “May Christ bless the house,” the “+”
sign representing the cross and 2021 being the year. To conclude,
offer the following prayer: “Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the
gladness of your presence. Bless all who live or visit here with the gift
of your love; and grant that we may manifest your love to each other
and to all whose lives we touch. May we grow in grace and in the
knowledge and love of you; guide, comfort, and strengthen us in
peace, O Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.”
With time the chalk will fade but as it does so we pray that the
meaning of the symbols written for all to see will sink into the depths
of our hearts and that Christ will be manifest in every word and action
in our homes and our daily lives. And goodness knows we need the
Lord in our lives more than ever just at the moment. That is why I urge
you more than any other year to leave your cribs up until the
Presentation of the Lord on 2 February. Never have we been so close
to the humility and helplessness of God made man. Look upon your
cribs and see Christ untied to us in our struggles and our frailty. As St
Peter Chrysologous says of this holy image, “Ponder in profound
amazement what you see there: heaven on earth, earth in heaven,
man in God, God in man, and Him whom the world cannot contain
confined in a tiny body.” Look upon it and know He is with us.
We all thank those who helped make our church so beautiful and the
liturgies so prayerful over Christmas, and for your generous gifts and
we pray that God may bless you and your loved ones in 2021. Fr Kevin
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Coronavirus Update.
1. We are still functioning normally so please allow
this to continue by supporting us financially using
the contactless CollecTins by the doors or putting
envelopes or cash in the baskets, or visiting
www.olsjw.org.uk to give electronically or to set
up a standing order. Thank you for any help at all.
2. Do scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter the church. Alternatively, forms
are available as you enter the church or at the end
of the benches which you should place in the
collecting baskets as you leave the church. One
form per household or bubble is sufficient.
3. For the last six months the same small group of
people have been stewarding at Masses and
cleaning the church daily so you can be here.
When you rightly “Clap for Carers” please keep
them in mind and perhaps volunteer to help them
by contacting Claudia on 020 7286 3214 (option 2)
or via stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk. As it stands, if
more do not come forward we will have to cut the
Mass schedule in order to comply with the law.
Crib Offerings will be donated to the Catholic
Children’s Society to support their work with local
children and families, many of whom have faced
great hardship as a result of the pandemic.
Westminster Year Book 2021 is now available
priced £4.50 from the repository.
Ministers of the Word and Extraordinary
Ministers of the Eucharist Rotas New rotas now
available from outside the sacristy or on our
website www.olsjw.org.uk.
Primary School Admissions. For an appointment
this week before the deadline for applications on
15 January 2021 please contact Claudia on 020
7286 3214 or stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk with
your child’s name & your contact telephone
number. Download and complete this form
Admissions - Certificate of Catholic Practice for all
schools that use “Practicing Catholic” as an
entrance criterion.

Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly.
As there is no obligation to attend Mass on a
Sunday at the moment, you can follow a
live-streamed Mass at 10:30am every Sunday on
both sites at which you can pray An Act of Spiritual
Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I
cannot at this moment receive You Sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace
You as if You were already there and unite myself
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated
from You. Amen.
New Year’s Resolution: make a difference with
CAFOD as a volunteer. CAFOD Westminster is
looking for volunteers who care about global
poverty to help inspire others to act in the UK so
we can tackle poverty and injustice across the
developing world. Are you a people-person who
would relish involving and encouraging others?
Are you a good communicator who would enjoy
speaking about our work in a parish or
school? Please get in touch with us on
westminster@cafod.org.uk or 020 8449 6970 to
find out more and book a place on one of our
CAFOD online information sessions.
St Vincent de Paul Society Vinnie Packs each
contain a thermal hat, thermal gloves and socks,
toothpaste, toothbrush, wet wipes, Pavement
magazine, pen and information sheet and 5,000 of
the packs have a reusable face mask included. The
contents of each pack cost around £3.50 and
donations to sponsor packs would be most
welcome and can be made to SVP Vinnie Packs,
a/c 46088237 sort code 60-60-04 or cheques sent
to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264, London SW1P 9EZ.
Parents’ and Toddlers’ Group resumes on
Tuesday 12 January 2021.
Day

First Holy Communion. If your child is registered
for this and you’re wondering what is happening
just check your emails and instruct your server to
release anything from the domain @rcdow.org.uk.

Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Thursday

Location

Time

Upper Hall 9.30am—
11.30am

Group
Parents
and
Toddlers

