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The Word Became Flesh, and Dwelt Amongst Us
This Sunday the Catholic Church celebrates Sunday of the Word of
God. Pope Francis in his Apostolic Letter Aperiut Illis, September 2019,
instigated this celebration to help us grow in the love and knowledge
of salvation offered to us in Jesus Christ. It is not merely about reading
the Bible, or of encountering stories that we might not know or have
forgotten, but it is truly to meet the living Word, Jesus Christ.
At the moment at weekday Mass, we are reading through the letter to
the Hebrews; there we discover the line, “He reflects the glory of God
and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by his
word and power”. This is one of many places in the Bible which
teaches that the Word of God is the means by which we and all
creation was made and sustained (Jn 1:3). When the Word was
uttered it happened; when Jesus spoke on earth it happened. As the
Word Incarnate, Jesus knows us completely, “O Lord, you have
searched me and known me! Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold O Lord, you know it altogether. You beset me behind and
before, such knowledge is too wonderful for me” (Ps 139). It is only in
His light that we begin to catch incredible glimpses of who and what
we are, for what purposes we are made. In His light.
Here’s the thing: Jesus wants us to be holy. We are made holy through
cooperation with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit - the Lord, the giver of
life - has inspired every word in the Bible to teach us, to prepare us for
the coming of Jesus and His ultimate victory over evil. The words of
the Bible explain salvation history but they also offer to us, in the Holy
Spirit, the very power to transform us, “be renewed in the spirit of
your minds” (Eph 4:24). The deeper the Scriptures permeate our very
being the more we open ourselves to God’s ways, which are not ours.
With regular prayerful dedication, it is evident that the words of the
Bible become ever more luminous to us, and we see that they are
truly “alive and active” (Heb 4:12).
In his letter, Pope Francis reflects on the Road to Emmaus (Lk 24:1332). There we see the crucial link between the Scriptures and the
Eucharist. For the two disciples, recognising the Risen Jesus in the
breaking of bread, they realised His presence, too, when He explained
the Scriptures to them. Their hearts were on fire for the Word. Fr Ben
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Coronavirus Update.
1. We are still functioning normally so please allow
this to continue by supporting us financially using
the contactless CollecTins by the doors or putting
envelopes or cash in the baskets, or visiting
www.olsjw.org.uk to give electronically or to set
up a standing order. Thank you for any help at all.
2. Do scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter the church. Alternatively, forms
are available as you enter the church or at the end
of the benches which you should place in the
collecting baskets as you leave the church. One
form per household or bubble is sufficient.
3. For the last six months the same small group of
people have been stewarding at Masses and
cleaning the church daily so you can be here.
When you rightly “Clap for Carers” please keep
them in mind and perhaps volunteer to help them
by contacting Claudia on 020 7286 3214 (option 2)
or via stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk. As it stands, if
more do not come forward we will have to cut the
Mass schedule in order to comply with the law.
This Sunday is ‘Sunday of the Word of God’ ‘The
God Who Speaks' is now extended to Sunday of
the Word of God, 23 January 2022, and
encourages us to focus on the Bible. The Bishops
of England and Wales invite us to renew our
encounter with Jesus through a greater
exploration of the Bible. Pope Francis has also
declared that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
(in January each year) ‘is to be devoted to the
celebration, study and dissemination of the word
of God. For more information please visit https://
www.godwhospeaks.uk/the-god-who-speaks/
focus/sunday-of-the-word-of-god/.
Sycamore Lent Course Sycamore is offering a six
week Lent course which can be found at
https://www.sycamore.fm/pathways/b-formation
-pathways/lent-course/.
To our Catholic Universe and Catholic Times
Readers in the Parish At the moment you are
unable to collect your paper at Mass, but you can
get it delivered direct to your home every week,
POST FREE, for more information please see
www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call 0161 820
5722. Special Offer 3 months: £25.00; 12 months:
£99.00 or Digital copy 12 months: £55.00.

Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly.
As there is no obligation to attend Mass on a
Sunday at the moment, you can follow a
live-streamed Mass at 10:30am every Sunday on
both sites at which you can pray An Act of Spiritual
Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I
cannot at this moment receive You Sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace
You as if You were already there and unite myself
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated
from You. Amen.
‘Year of St Joseph’ On the 150th anniversary of
the proclamation of St Joseph as ‘Patron of the
Catholic Church’ by Blessed Pius IX, Pope Francis
has proclaimed ‘A Year of St Joseph’ from 8
December 2020 to 8 December 2021.
https://rcdow.org.uk/faith/news/st-joseph/
Racial Justice Sunday - 31 January 2021 This
year’s Racial Justice Sunday is more important
than ever. The effects of the Coronavirus
pandemic, the killing of George Floyd, and the
powerful message on fraternity and equality by
Pope Francis in Fratelli Tutti speak of the need to
actively oppose racism and pursue racial justice
with renewed vigour. The theme is ‘A Time to Act‘.
Racial issues and inequalities were identified
nationally and internationally in 2020 generating
awareness, emotion and outrage. In light of this
Racial Justice Sunday 2021 is particularly
significant. For reflections, a message from Bishop
Paul McAleenan, the Lead Bishop for Racial
Justice, and prayers please see
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/racialjustice-sunday-2021/.
Crib Offerings will be donated to the Catholic
Children’s Society to support their work with local
children and families, many of whom have faced
great hardship as a result of the pandemic.
Day
Tue, Wed,
Thu

Location

Time

Upper Hall 9.30am 11.30am

Group
Parents &
Toddlers

