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Return to the Ordinary
Now that Christmastide is firmly over we return to what the Church
calls Ordinary Time. The altar frontal and the vestments worn by the
clergy have changed from white to green in order to highlight this shift
in the liturgical season. It is tempting to think of Ordinary Time as
signifying something monotonous and humdrum. It is true that we are
no longer in celebration mode— as far as it is possible to celebrate
during a pandemic— but the word ordinary here refers to the ordinal
numerals by which the weeks of the year are counted from now until
the beginning of Advent.
Although there is inevitably a sense of returning to a more regular
rhythm of Church life, the weeks of Ordinary Time can be as rich and
as fulfilling as any other time of year. As wonderful as the great
liturgical feasts always are, we also need time to recover and to
rediscover the quiet satisfaction of our normal daily routine. I always
used to feel a bit like this when going on holiday. However much I had
enjoyed my time away doing new and different things, I would always
look forward to getting back to familiar surroundings and a regular
timetable.
The life of the Holy Family in Nazareth can perhaps help us as we
contemplate this change of emphasis. Jesus spent most of his life in a
very unassuming way, learning a trade and living as a family with Mary
and Joseph. He lived his humanity in the most perfect way possible,
revealing to us that ordinary human activities can be a means of
sanctification and are of great value in the eyes of God. His work as a
carpenter was not an unimportant detail, but a form of prayer and an
act of sacrifice that was most pleasing to his Heavenly Father.
In the same way for us, the ordinary circumstances of our daily lives
are where we grow in our love for God and for each other. Our work,
whether it takes place in a corporate office, within the family home or
in any other setting, can be a great means of grace if we offer each
moment to God. St Josemaría Escrivá, who has been described as the
saint of ordinary life, taught that it is in the midst of the most material
things of the earth that we must sanctify ourselves. Perhaps we can
view this return to Ordinary Time as a great opportunity to sanctify
even the most humble aspects of our lives.
Deacon William

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
10:00am
Thursday: 7:00pm
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
Exposition & Confessions
Saturday 10:30am—11:00am
Confessions
Saturday 5:15pm—5:45pm
Church Open for Private Prayer
with Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament
(except *)
Sunday
8:30am—12:45pm*
5:00pm—6:00pm*
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
8:30am—10:00am
Thursday
6:00pm—7:00pm
Friday
8:30am—10:00am
Saturday
8:30am—11:00am
5:00pm—6:00pm*

Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood, 54 Lodge Road, London, NW8 8LA
020 7286 3214 www.olsjw.org.uk or www.stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
Facebook: Our Lady’s RC Church, St John’s Wood https://www.facebook.com/ourladysjw
Parish Clergy:
Fr Kevin Jordan (kevinjordan@rcdow.org.uk)
Fr Ben Woodley (benwoodley@rcdow.org.uk)
Deacon William Johnstone (williamjohnstone@rcdow.org.uk)
Parish Sister:
Sr Brigid Collins, RSM (brigid@rcdow.org.uk)
Parish Administrator:
Claudia McHugh (stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk)
Director of Music:
Martin Toyer (martintoyer@rcdow.org.uk)

Coronavirus Update.
1. We are still functioning normally so please allow
this to continue by supporting us financially using
the contactless CollecTins by the doors or putting
envelopes or cash in the baskets, or visiting
www.olsjw.org.uk to give electronically or to set
up a standing order. Thank you for any help at all.
2. Do scan the QR code with the NHS COVID-19
App as you enter the church. Alternatively, forms
are available as you enter the church or at the end
of the benches which you should place in the
collecting baskets as you leave the church. One
form per household or bubble is sufficient.
3. For the last six months the same small group of
people have been stewarding at Masses and
cleaning the church daily so you can be here.
When you rightly “Clap for Carers” please keep
them in mind and perhaps volunteer to help them
by contacting Claudia on 020 7286 3214 (option 2)
or via stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk. As it stands, if
more do not come forward we will have to cut the
Mass schedule in order to comply with the law.
Peace Sunday - 17 January 2021 Pax Christi’s
celebration of the Holy Father’s World Peace Day
message takes place this Sunday. As in past years,
they have created a wide range of resources to
help parishes, communities and families reflect
and celebrate peace-making on that day. Find
details and links to their resources at https://
paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-2021/.
‘Year of St Joseph’ On the 150th anniversary of
the proclamation of St Joseph as ‘Patron of the
Catholic Church’ by Blessed Pius IX, Pope Francis
has proclaimed ‘A Year of St Joseph’ from 8
December 2020 to 8 December 2021.
https://rcdow.org.uk/faith/news/st-joseph/
Crib Offerings will be donated to the Catholic
Children’s Society to support their work with local
children and families, many of whom have faced
great hardship as a result of the pandemic.
Ministers of the Word and Extraordinary
Ministers of the Eucharist Rotas New rotas now
available from outside the sacristy or on our
website www.olsjw.org.uk.
Parents’ and Toddlers’ Group resumes on
Tuesday, 19 January 2021.

Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly.
As there is no obligation to attend Mass on a
Sunday at the moment, you can follow a
live-streamed Mass at 10:30am every Sunday on
both sites at which you can pray An Act of Spiritual
Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I
cannot at this moment receive You Sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace
You as if You were already there and unite myself
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated
from You. Amen.
First Holy Communion. If your child is registered
for this and you’re wondering what is happening
just check your emails and instruct your server to
release anything from the domain @rcdow.org.uk.
‘Sunday of the Word of God’ - 24 January 2021
‘The God Who Speaks' is now extended to Sunday
of the Word of God, 23 January 2022, and
encourages us to focus on the Bible. The Bishops
of England and Wales invite us to renew our
encounter with Jesus through a greater
exploration of the Bible. Pope Francis has also
declared that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
(in January each year) ‘is to be devoted to the
celebration, study and dissemination of the word
of God. For more information please visit https://
www.godwhospeaks.uk/the-god-who-speaks/
focus/sunday-of-the-word-of-god/.
St Vincent de Paul Society Vinnie Packs contain a
thermal hat, thermal gloves and socks,
toothpaste, toothbrush, wet wipes, Pavement
magazine, pen and information sheet and 5,000 of
the packs have a reusable face mask included and
cost around £3.50 each. Donations to sponsor
packs to SVP Vinnie Packs, a/c 46088237 sort
code 60-60-04 or send cheques to Vinnie Packs,
PO Box 72264, London SW1P 9EZ.
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Tuesday,
Upper Hall 9.30am—
Wednesday,
11.30am
Thursday

Group
Parents &
Toddlers

