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Love Came Down at Christmas
Although I’m not a great fan of the poem with the aforementioned
title, Christina Rosetti’s ode to the Word becoming flesh resonates
with me this year. But I am a big fan of the painting The Adoration of
the
Shepherds
by Gerard
van
Honthurst
because
the image
of the
infant
Christ like a
light in the
darkness
feels so
right when
after a year
of huge
challenges so many feel themselves to be in a land of shadows.
At this time of year in particular we readily say “God is love”. Indeed
St Peter Chrysologous wrote, “Love cannot bear not to have sight of
what it loves”. And so God became man to see in a new way that
which He loves, we whom He loves, in the midst of all our difficulties.
This painting captures that beautifully. But Rosetti’s poem calls us to
respond by showing that same love “to God and all men”. And that
has been evident all year: to God in the relief and gratitude that we
were allowed back into church despite continuing restrictions making
things not quite as some would have liked it; to all in your kindness to
us and others through your good works, your financial help and all you
do practically for our parish and the wider community.
So as we celebrate the true light coming into the world, we thank God
for the light each of you has been this year and pray that you will be
filled with the Christ’s light for the year to come. May God bless you
and your loved ones and we wish you all a happy and holy Christmas.
Fr Kevin, Fr Ben, Deacon William & Sr Brigid

Sunday 20 December
Masses
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Exposition & Confessions
Saturday 5:15pm-5:45pm
Monday 21, Tuesday 22,
Wednesday 23 December
Mass
10:00am
Church Open for Private Prayer
& Confessions
8:30am-10:00am
5:30pm-6:30pm
Thursday 24 December
Mass
10:00am
Church Open for Private Prayer
& Confessions
8:30am-10:00am
Christmas Vigil Masses
You must book for the following
Masses on Christmas Eve
and those on Christmas Day
by signing up on the list
at the back of the church.
5:00pm, 6:00pm, 7:00pm,
(8:00pm—live-streamed only)
Midnight
Christmas Day, 25 December
Masses
8:00am, 9:00am, 10:00am,
11:00am, 12 Noon
For the rest of Christmastide
please see the separate leaflet.
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NHS Track and Trace. Pease scan the QR code
with the NHS COVID-19 App as you enter the
church. Alternatively, forms are available as you
enter the church or at the end of the benches.
One form per household is sufficient.

First Holy Communion Programme resumes on
Saturday 9 January 2021 at 12:00pm-1:00pm.

A Christmas Leaflet with the times of all Masses,
Confessions, and church opening times for the
season is available to take home with you today.
Please give them out to people who might be
thinking of coming to our parish over Christmas.

Parents’ and Toddlers’ Group resumes on
Tuesday 12 January 2021.

Christmas Offering. Please take home a Christmas
Offertory envelope. This is your Christmas gift to
the parish. The envelopes can be given in at any
time. Thank you for your kindness, thoughtfulness
and generosity throughout the year and especially
in these difficult times.
Crib Offerings will be donated to the Catholic
Children’s Society to support their work with local
children and families, many of whom have faced
great hardship as a result of the pandemic.
Extra Confession Times will be offered in the
church from 8:30am - 10:00am and 5:30pm 6:30pm on 21, 22 and 23 December and on 24
December from 8:30am - 10:00am.
Christmas Eve 8:00pm Sung Mass will be livestreamed only. You can download the booklet and
make your offering via Church of Our Lady –
Catholic Church of St John Wood (olsjw.org.uk)
Journey through the Christmas Octave provides a
guided celebration of the Christmas Octave, from
25 December to 1 January - https://rcdow.org.uk/
faith/news/every-day-is-christmas---a-journeythrough-the-christmas-octave-2020/.
The St Vincent de Paul Society Vinnie Packs. Each
pack contains a thermal hat, thermal gloves and
socks, toothpaste, toothbrush, wet wipes,
Pavement magazine, pen and information sheet
and 5,000 of the packs have a reusable face mask
included. The contents of each pack cost around
£3.50 and donations to sponsor packs would be
most welcome. Donations can be made to SVP
Vinnie Packs, a/c 46088237 sort code 60-60-04 or
cheques sent to Vinnie Packs, PO Box 72264,
London SW1P 9EZ . Any assistance is really
appreciated.

Confirmation Programme resumes on Sunday 10
January 2021 at 4:00-5:30pm in the Church.

Primary School Admissions. For an appointment,
please contact Claudia after 4 January on 020 7286
3214 or stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk with your
child’s name & your contact telephone number.
Download and complete this form
Admissions - Certificate of Catholic Practice for all
schools that use “Practicing Catholic” as an
entrance criterion. The deadline for applications is
15 January 2021.
Reduction of Masses and Church Opening Times
in the New Year. We are now short of stewards
as a number of them are tired after doing it every
week for six months. Unless more come forward
the Sunday Mass schedule will be cut by two in
January to comply with the law. We will let you
know in the next newsletter which Masses will be
suspended. Booking will then be essential each
week. We also need more cleaners on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday evenings. If you can help,
please contact Claudia on 020 7286 3214 (option
2) or via stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk.
Westminster Year Book 2021 Now available
priced £4.50 from the repository or the clergy.
Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly
You can follow a live-streamed Mass at 10:30am
every Sunday at both sites at which you can pray...
An Act of Spiritual Communion.
My Jesus, I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
Next newsletter available 9/10 January.

