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“History Repeats Itself.
Has to. No—one listens.” This is a poem by Steve Turner. Of course
you all do listen but for those who missed last week’s newsletter…
The obligation to attend Mass on Christmas Day has been lifted. This
allows us to revive the Octave or eight days of Christmas when it is still
Christmas “today” up to and including 1 January. So you could come
to one of those Masses for Christmas.
However, if you do want—rightly—to come on Christmas Day please
do the following to help us ensure no-one is turned away because the
church is full at the nine public Masses between 5:00pm on Christmas
Eve and 12:00 noon on Christmas Day:
1. Get as many people as you can—anyone—who might be coming
to Mass here into your bubble to maximize our capacity.
2. When you’ve formed your bubble, fill in the sheet at the back of
the church. You can fill in the sheet when you come to Mass or
Confession or for private prayer...the times of which are on the
noticeboard, in the newsletter, in the Christmas leaflet, on our
website, and on our Facebook page.
3. Tell anyone you see who you think might come to Mass here to do
steps 1 & 2. Or better still, give them this newsletter and a flyer
with the Christmas service times on it. That’s great evangelisation.
Yes, everyone has a favourite Mass but please, for once, make a small
sacrifice—huddle up and move to a slightly different one. After all
they are only an hour part and will be over in 40 minutes as we have
to keep them short and are not permitted to sing for safety reasons.
And consider this too—we can seat 2320 people over all these Masses
if each bubble is full but only 600 if they contain only one person.
Existing government regulations mean that we must have stewards at
all these Masses. At least one of us will be there to help with this at all
times but we need more assistance to guide people to their seats.
Even if you’ve never done it before, please speak to us and step up to
the plate for the sake of your fellow parishioners and to assist us.
Finally, when you decide which Mass to attend and if you are a reader
or extraordinary minister of Holy Communion and are willing to
exercise that ministry at that Mass please let one of the clergy know.
God bless you all in this holy season of Advent and if you do these
small things and spread the word, we’ll all fit in just fine.
Fr Kevin

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
10:00am
Thursday: 7:00pm
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
Exposition & Confessions
Saturday 10:30am-11:00am
Confessions
Saturday 5:15pm-5:45pm
Church Open for Private Prayer
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday, Saturday
8:30am-10:00am
5:30pm-6:30pm
Thursday
6:00-7:00pm
3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT, Year B
Third Week of Advent, Year I
Monday
St John of the Cross, Priest
Tuesday
Advent feria
Wednesday
Advent feria
Thursday
Advent feria
Friday
Advent feria
Saturday
Advent feria
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NHS Track and Trace. As per government and
Diocesan guidelines, please scan the QR code with
the NHS COVID-19 App as you enter the church.
Alternatively, forms are available as you enter the
church or at the end of the benches. One form per
household is sufficient.
A Christmas Leaflet with the times of all Masses,
Confessions, and church opening times for the
season is available to take home with you today.
Please give them out to people who might be
thinking of coming to our parish over Christmas.

Parents’ and Toddlers’ Group last session will be
on Thursday 17 December and they will resume
meeting on Tuesday 12 January 2021.
Crib Offerings will be donated to the Catholic
Children’s Society to support their work with local
children and families, many of whom have faced
great hardship as a result of the pandemic. Thank
you for your support.
Westminster Year Book 2021 Now available
priced £4.50 from the repository or the clergy.

Stewarding and Cleaning. We need more
stewards at 6:00pm on Saturday, and 12:00 noon
& 6:00pm on Sunday Masses, and more cleaners
on Friday and Sunday evenings. We need loads
more of both at our Christmas Masses. Without
more help we will be required by law to reduce
the number of Masses and the times the church
can be open. If you can help, please contact
Claudia on 020 7286 3214 (option 2) or via
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk.

Primary School Admissions. For an appointment,
please contact Claudia on 020 7286 3214 or
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk with your child’s
name & your contact telephone number. The
Certificate of Catholic Practice must be completed
for all applications (one per school - please fill out
the top part) that use ‘practising Catholic’ as an
admission criterion. Download it here:
Admissions - Certificate of Catholic Practice.
The deadline for applications is 15 January 2021.

Christmas Offering. This week you can take home
a Christmas offertory envelope. This is your
Christmas gift to the parish. The envelopes will be
collected over the Masses that are celebrated
during the Christmas Season. Thank you for your
kindness, thoughtfulness and generosity
throughout the year and especially in these
difficult times.

Extra Confession Times will be offered in the
church from 8:30am - 10:00am and 5:30pm 6:30pm on 21, 22 and 23 December and 24
December (8:30am - 10:00am only).

Advent Prayer Corner. Particularly at this time, a
small space set aside at home can help the whole
family prepare for Christmas with a crib, an
Advent candle, pictures and symbols, family
photos, a couple of cushions etc. For a few
minutes, perhaps just before bedtime, gather to
light the candle and pray: “God bless….”.
For resources and more ideas and activities for
Advent see https://www.loyolapress.com/
catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/

Sycamore offers four films for those looking to
renew their faith during Advent: ‘Search for
Happiness’, ‘God who Speaks’, ‘The Bible’, ‘Power
of Prayer’. https://www.sycamore.fm/pathways/
b-formation-pathways/advent-course/.

Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly
You can follow a live-streamed Mass at 10:30am
every Sunday at both sites at which you can pray...
An Act of Spiritual Communion.
My Jesus, I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
Day
Tue, Wed,
Thu

Location
Upper Hall

Time

Group

9.30am- Parents and
11.30am Toddlers

