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‘Tis the Season to Be...
Mass Times
Under normal circumstances most of us would add, “jolly”. Our Prime
Sunday
Minister offers, “jolly careful”. But in this 2020 game of Blankety
6:00pm (Saturday)
Blank, we suggest, “organised”. And behold, I shall explain…
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
The obligation to attend Mass on Christmas Day (or late on Christmas
6:00pm
Eve) has been lifted by bishops across the world to avoid churches
Weekdays
becoming overcrowded. This is not a cop-out but gives us the ideal
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
opportunity to revive the concept of the Octave or eight days of
10:00am
Christmas which, as far as the Church is concerned, means it is
Thursday: 7:00pm
Christmas Day everyday up to and including 1 January. So you and/or
Friday & Saturday: 10:00am
your family could come on another day together during the Octave
Exposition & Confessions
and hear many of the prayers referring to Christmas as “today”.
Saturday 10:30am-11:00am
However, since we all know that coming to Mass on the day itself is
Confessions
rightly the central part of this celebration for Christians everywhere,
Saturday 5:15pm-5:45pm
we have a plan to try and ensure no-one is turned away because the
Church Open for Private Prayer
church is full—Fr Ben and I will offer 10 Masses between 5:00pm on
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Christmas Eve and 12:00 noon on Christmas Day. Yes, 10, ten, Masses.
Friday, Saturday
But you need to do three things to make this work, please:
8:30am-10:00am
1. Get as many people as you can into your bubble—family and
5:30pm-6:30pm
friends in your current or Christmas bubble, your carer, your
Thursday
cleaner, your therapist. If there is someone—anyone—who might
6:00-7:00pm
be coming to Mass here that you could sit with, plan to do so.
2. When you’ve formed your bubble, fill in the sheet at the back of
2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT, Year B
the church. Yes, we could do it online but many parishioners don’t Second Week of Advent, Year I
have access to the internet. And as we have discovered, many
Monday
parishioners who do have the internet never bother looking at our
St Ambrose, Bishop
website. So, we’re going back to the tried and tested old way. You
Tuesday
can fill in the sheet when you come to Mass or Confession or for
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
private prayer...the times of which are on the noticeboard, in the
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
newsletter, in the flyer, on our website, on our Facebook page...
Wednesday
3. Tell anyone you see who you think might have once stuck half a
Advent feria
toe through our door in the past 50 years and may do again to do
Thursday
steps 1 & 2. Or better still, give them this newsletter and a flyer
Advent feria
with the Christmas service times on it. That’s good evangelisation.
Friday
We can seat 2320 people if you fill every bubble but only 600 if they’ve
Advent feria
got just one person in them. We can do no more. It’s down to you now.
Saturday
See, ‘tis the season to be organised—fa la la la la, la la la la. Fr Kevin
Advent feria
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NHS Track and Trace. As per government and
Diocesan guidelines, please scan the QR code with
the NHS COVID-19 App as you enter the church.
Alternatively, forms are available as you enter the
church or at the end of the benches. One form per
household is sufficient.
A Christmas Leaflet with the times of all Masses,
Confessions, and church opening times for the
season is available to take home with you today.
Please give them out to people who might be
thinking of coming to our parish over Christmas.
Stewarding and Cleaning. We need more
stewards at 6:00pm on Saturday, and 12:00 noon
& 6:00pm on Sunday Masses, and more cleaners
on Friday and Sunday evenings. We need loads
more of both at our Christmas Masses. Without
more help we will be required by law to reduce
the number of Masses and the times the church
can be open. If you can help, please contact
Claudia on 020 7286 3214 (option 2) or via
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk.
Christmas Offering. This week you can take home
a Christmas offertory envelope. This is your
Christmas gift to the parish. The envelopes will be
collected over the Masses that are celebrated
during the Christmas Season. Thank you for your
kindness, thoughtfulness and generosity
throughout the year and especially in these
difficult times.
Preparation for the Sacraments of First Holy
Communion & Confirmation in 2021. Application
forms for both Sacraments are available to collect
in the church during private prayer times and after
Masses. Forms are also available online at
www.olsjw.org.uk under ‘Sacraments’ and should
be emailed to stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk or
posted through the Rectory door by 12 noon on
Tuesday 8 December 2020.
Advent Prayer Corner. Particularly at this time, a
small space set aside at home can help the whole
family prepare for Christmas with a crib, an
Advent candle, pictures and symbols, family
photos, a couple of cushions etc. For a few
minutes, perhaps just before bedtime, gather to
light the candle and pray: “God bless….”.
For resources and more ideas and activities for
Advent see https://www.loyolapress.com/
catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/

Please remember in your prayers Maria Eke who
has died. Her Requiem Mass will be at Our Lady on
Wednesday, 16th December at 12:00 noon
followed by committal at East Finchley Cemetery.
We offer our deepest sympathy and prayers to her
family and friends. May she rest in peace. Please
note the family are arranging attendees.
Primary School Admissions. For an appointment,
please contact Claudia on 020 7286 3214 or
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk with your child’s
name & your contact telephone number. The
Certificate of Catholic Practice must be completed
for all applications (one per school - please fill out
the top part) that use ‘practising Catholic’ as an
admission criterion. Download it here:
Admissions - Certificate of Catholic Practice.
The deadline for applications is 15 January 2021.
Westminster Year Book 2021 Now available
priced £4.50. Please speak to the clergy.
Armenian Church Appeal Thousands of Armenian
families from Artsakh have been displaced from
their homes because of the war and its
consequences. Urgent help is needed to provide
basic shelter & necessities, such as heating and
provisions for the harsh winter months. If you
would like to help or need further details, please
contact info@armenianchurch.org.uk or Mrs
Hrachik Sarian on 079489 810704.
Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly
You can follow a live-streamed Mass at 10:30am
every Sunday at both sites at which you can pray...
An Act of Spiritual Communion.
My Jesus, I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
Day
Tue, Wed,
Thu

Location
Upper Hall

Time

Group

9.30am- Parents and
11.30am Toddlers

