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You Did It to Me
Mother Church, through her Scriptures, bestows upon her beloved
children an inexhaustible way with which we can explore the
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe. This year, as
we approach the end of the liturgical Year A, we are given the
opportunity to ponder on Jesus as the ultimate King Shepherd, the
Shepherd Who Himself will pasture His sheep (Ezek 34:13), and then,
flowing from His example, He asks us to do likewise. The King of the
Universe does not sit aloof, barking orders, no, He becomes one of us
and shepherds us with Love. We are to do likewise.
The Prophet Ezekiel, a priest, a shepherd of souls, who experienced
the great tragedy of Jerusalem’s fall and the deportations, was only
too aware of the shortcomings of his fellow shepherds who, in no
small way, were responsible for the destruction of Jerusalem. Ezekiel
is divinely inspired to prophesy about the Shepherd, the Lord, Who
will pasture His sheep, Himself. He shall look for the lost one; the
stray; the wounded He will bandage. This was precisely the mission of
Jesus on earth. Jesus went to those who were to be stoned; those
who were blind, crippled, leprous; those deemed unsuitable for
acceptable society. Jesus was the Shepherd prophesied by Ezekiel.
Let us just pause for a moment and take stock that the Lord, the King
of the Universe, goes to seek all, particularly the weak, vulnerable, the
unsightly. The generosity of the King is staggering.
In Saint Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians we understand further
that Jesus is also the Shepherd of our souls. The extent of His kingly
shepherding was not only to heal those who were suffering in their
earthly lives but to bring eternal life to those who would receive Him.
Indeed, every single one of His miraculous healings; His teachings; His
perfect knowledge of the spiritual health of everyone’s souls; each of
these occurrences was orientated to the recipient growing in faith,
growing in the sense that they belong to Him (1 Cor 15:23).
The fantastically challenging truth of the Gospel is that if we truly
belong to Christ we will be like Him. We will see Christ in everyone.
We will clothe the naked, visit the sick, the imprisoned. The King of
the Universe opens His Heart to us that we might be set on fire by its
burning compassion for all, not least those who cry out in need. Let us
extol His compassion and seek to grow in discipleship.
Fr Ben

Mass Times
10:00am daily (streamed)
Confessions
At call.
Church Open for Prayer
8:30am-9:45am
5:30pm-6:30pm
Remember
We are all in this together
and at the other end of the
‘phone and on email.
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
King of the Universe, Year A
Ezek 34:11-12, 15-17;
Ps 22:1-3, 5-6 R1;
1 Cor 15:20-26, 28; Mt 25:31-46
34th Week of Year II
Monday feria
Apoc 14:1-5; Lk 21:1-4
Tuesday
St Andrew Dũng-Lạc, Priest and
Companions, Martyrs
Apoc 14:14-19; Lk 21:5-11
Wednesday feria
Apoc 15:1-4; Lk 21:12-19
Thursday feria
Apoc 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9
Lk 21:20-28
Friday feria
Apoc 20:1-4, 11—21:2;
Lk 21:29-33
Saturday feria
Apoc 22:1-7; Lk 21:34-36
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Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly
with loads of useful information. You can follow
live-streamed Mass at 10:00am daily on our
Facebook page. This is a public page so you do not
need a Facebook account to view it. All Mass
intentions will be said on the day you requested
but at 10:00am. At about 10:45am, the Mass will
be available to follow on our website.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
Please remember in your prayers Mary Henry
who has died. Her Requiem Mass will be at Our
Lady on Friday, 4 December at 11:30am followed
by committal at St Mary’s Cemetery, Kensal Green.
We offer our deepest sympathy and prayers to her
family and friends. May she rest in peace. Please
note the family are arranging attendees.
National Youth Sunday 2020 is a special day of
prayer for young people and takes place today on
the Feast of Christ the King. The theme this year is
‘Together’ and CYMFed (Catholic Youth Ministry
Federation) has produced resources to celebrate
this day which are available at
www.nationalyouthsunday.com. “For You” and
“For Family” are perhaps the most helpful
resources for individuals and families during the
current lockdown.
Primary School Admission For an appointment,
please contact Claudia on 020 7286 3214 or
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk and advise your
child’s name & contact telephone number. The
Certificate of Catholic Practice must be completed
for all applications (one per school - please fill out
the top part) that use ‘practising Catholic’ as an
admission criterion. Download it here:
Admissions - Certificate of Catholic Practice.
Deadline is 15 January 2021.

November - Month of the Holy Souls You can pick
up an envelope and sheet from the Church during
private prayer times on which to write the names
of your deceased loved ones. Please return the
sheet in the envelope, with any offering you may
wish to include, to the presbytery or to one of the
parish team during private prayer times. The
sheets will be placed in our Book of Remembrance
which will be in the sanctuary during November.
Preparation for Sacraments of First Holy
Communion & Confirmation in 2021 Application
forms for both Sacraments are available to collect
from one of the clergy in the Church during private
prayer times. Candidates for the Sacrament of
Confirmation should collect the forms themselves.
Forms are available online at www.olsjw.org.uk
under ‘Sacraments’ and should be emailed to
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk or posted through the
Rectory door by 12 noon on Tuesday 8 December
2020.
NHS Track and Trace. As per government and
Diocesan guidelines, please scan the QR code with
the NHS COVID-19 App as you enter the Church.
Alternatively, forms are available as you enter the
Church or at the end of the benches. One form per
household is sufficient.
Jesse Tree A fun way for the whole family to learn
about the Biblical characters, events and
prophecies leading to the birth of Jesus. Free
resources at https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/thegod-who-speaks/education/advent-jesse-tree/.
Advent Wreath This can be a simple drawing to
colour, or make something more elaborate. The
wreath is a sign of God’s unending love for us and
each candle represents stages on the journey to
the light of Christmas: Christ. Offer a prayer, a
song, reflect on the Gospel during this Advent. See
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=FOwLEzLxMHY/ and https://www.pathwaysto
god.org/resources/ignatian-insight/4-wayscelebrate-advent-home-your-family
Sycamore Advent Course Sycamore is offering a
Four Week Advent Course which can be found at
https://www.sycamore.fm/pathways/
b-formation-pathways/advent-course/. Each
session includes professionally produced videos,
testimonies, discussion questions, and online
follow-up resources.

