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Missing Pieces
Most people have probably never heard of Winston Groom but we all
know his book Forrest Gump. Famously the title character refers to
life as a box of chocolates because you never know what you're going
to get. But our spiritual life in the Church is more like a jigsaw puzzle:
at various times we insert another piece, particularly a Sacrament,
which builds us up to be more like Christ. And to a degree we know
what we’re going to get, although some catechesis or teaching is
necessary to deepen our understanding of these gifts from God.
Moreover, we expect them at certain times - Baptism as an infant,
First Communion from year three at the earliest, Confirmation from
year 9 and up, and if you visit our website olsjw.org.uk you will see
how to apply for these if you or your child has reached that age.
However, for various reasons, we sometimes miss out on inserting a
piece of that jigsaw puzzle at the earliest opportunity - our Baptism
was delayed for so long that it never happened, other things were
happening when we were in year three or year nine and we “never
got round to it”, a misunderstanding of the Church's teaching meant
we got married in a registry office rather than in the church and so on.
When this happens we lose a piece of our spiritual jigsaw and it takes
time to find it again. And since lockdown has given all of us the space
to reflect on our situation and relationship with God, many people
have discovered much that is missing from their lives or things they
didn’t realise meant quite so much, particular the Mass. Indeed, I was
struck by how many of you were deeply upset that our church would
have to close again for public worship - it was really rather beautiful.
So now is the time to look at your lives - is there a piece missing and
can anything be done to put it in place? All it takes is a ‘phone call or
an email followed by a socially distanced chat to get you on the path
to Baptism, Confession, Communion, Confirmation or Marriage or any
combination of those, especially if you are regularly coming to Mass.
As opposed to those adverts there really is no obligation and you have
nothing to lose, only the possibility of gaining more of God’s grace.
So over to you then. We will sift through the odds and ends we have
to fill - if not perfectly then at least approximately - that God-shaped
hole in your lives and make you more complete. And nothing could
make our lives more complete than to help you do this. Fr Kevin

Mass Times
10:00am daily (streamed)
Confessions
At call.
Church Open for Prayer
8:30am-9:45am
5:30pm-6:30pm
Remember
We are all in this together
and at the other end of the
‘phone and on email.
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A
Prov 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31;
Ps 127:1-5 R1; 1 Thess 5:1-6;
Mt 25:14-30
33rd Week of Year II
Monday
St Edmund of Abingdon, Bishop
Apoc 1:1-4, 2:1-5; Lk 18:35-43
Tuesday feria
Apoc 3:1-6, 14-22; Lk 19:1-10
Wednesday feria
Apoc 4:1-11; Lk 19:11-28
Thursday feria
Apoc 5:1-10; Lk 19:41-44
Friday feria
Apoc 10:8-11; Lk 19:45-48
Saturday
The Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Zech 2:14-17; Mt 12:46-50
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Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly
with loads of useful information. You can follow
live-streamed Mass at 10:00am daily on our
Facebook page. This is a public page so you do not
need a Facebook account to view it. All Mass
intentions will be said on the day you requested
but at 10:00am. At about 10:45am, the Mass will
be available to follow on our website.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
NHS Track and Trace. As per government and
Diocesan guidelines, please scan the QR code with
the NHS COVID-19 App as you enter the Church.
Alternatively, forms are available as you enter the
Church or at the end of the benches. One form per
household is sufficient.
Primary School Admission For an appointment,
please contact Claudia on 020 7286 3214 or
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk and advise your
child’s name & contact telephone number. The
Certificate of Catholic Practice must be completed
for all applications (one per school - please fill out
the top part) that use ‘practising Catholic’ as an
admission criterion. Download it here:
Admissions - Certificate of Catholic Practice.
Deadline is 15 January 2021.
Sick and Retired Priests’ Fund Collection You can
still return your envelopes during private prayer
times or to the presbytery or donate online at
www.rcdow.org.uk/donations - the envelopes
feature a ‘QR Code’ that you can scan with a
‘phone camera to give online. If you are a
taxpayer, please remember to fill in your Gift Aid
details. Thank you for your support in these
difficult times.

November - Month of the Holy Souls You can pick
up an envelope and sheet from the church during
private prayer times on which to write the names
of your deceased loved ones. Please return the
sheet in the envelope, with any offering you may
wish to include, to the presbytery or to one of the
parish team during private prayer times. The
sheets will be placed in our Book of Remembrance
which will be in the sanctuary during November.
Stewarding and Cleaning. We need more help
once lockdown ends, especially stewarding at
6:00pm on Saturday and 12 noon and 6:00pm on
Sunday and cleaning on Friday and Sunday evening. Without new volunteers we will be required
by law to reduce the number of Masses and the
times the church can be open for prayer. If you can
help, please contact Claudia on 020 7286 3214
(option 2) or via stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk.
Preparation for Sacraments of First Holy
Communion & Confirmation in 2021 Application
forms for the Sacrament of First Holy Communion
are available to collect from one of the clergy in
the Church during private prayer times.
Candidates for the Sacrament of Confirmation
should collect the forms themselves from one of
the clergy during private prayer times. All forms
are also available online at www.olsjw.org.uk
under ‘Your Life Events’ and should be returned
via email to stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk or posted
through the Rectory door by 12 noon on Tuesday
8 December 2020.
Church Car Parking is now run by an external
company who can only accept our own tickets or
official permits from the hospital. The parish has
no power to cancel these penalties. If no permit is
visible the company will issue a fine. They will also
issue a fine if all four of your wheels are not within
one marked bay. These restrictions do not apply
during private prayer times. However, they do
apply even if you park for just a few minutes
outside of these times and for all one-off Masses
and other events. Please read the signage in the
car park.
Day
Tue, Wed,
Thu

Location
Upper Hall

Time

Group

9.30am- Parents and
11.30am toddlers

