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Praying for the Departed
The month of November is traditionally the time of year when
Catholics pray for the souls of those who have died. Such prayers have
been part of the Christian tradition from the very beginning. In the
Second Book of Maccabees we find a description of soldiers asking
God to forgive the sins of their slain comrades. In the Second Letter of
Timothy, St Paul prays for someone with the words ‘May the Lord
grant him to find mercy from the Lord on that day.’
The fact that such prayers occur at all in scripture indicate that there
must be an intermediate state after death where souls have the
possibility of continuing their journey towards God. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church calls this Purgatory and describes it as a final
purification of those who are destined to reach heaven. It is not an
easy process and many saints have described the real suffering that
these souls experience before receiving their ultimate reward. For this
reason it is far better that we do all we can to reduce our time in
purgatory while we are still in this world or better still to avoid going
there altogether. We also have a duty to pray for all who are suffering
in purgatory and to offer up penance on their behalf. By doing this we
will have won for ourselves many friends in heaven who will pray for
us in turn when we need it most.
This year, Pope Francis has given us a unique opportunity to obtain
entrance into heaven for a soul in purgatory. A plenary indulgence,
that is, a full remittal of temporal punishment due to sin, is normally
granted to a holy soul if someone on their behalf visits a cemetery
within the first eight days of November and says certain required
prayers. Because of the pandemic, this possibility has been extended
for the whole month of November. In addition, if someone is unable
to physically visit a cemetery they can do this mentally as long as they
devoutly pray for the faithful departed. A good prayer to recite is
Eternal Rest, although any formal or informal prayer for the dead will
suffice. We must also pray for the intentions of the Pope - One Our
Father and one Hail Mary. The normal requirements of detachment
from sin, sacramental confession and reception of Holy Communion
still apply, although with the current lockdown situation, there must
simply be an intention to confess and receive Communion at the
earliest possible opportunity.
Deacon William

Mass Times
10:00am daily (streamed)
Confessions
At call.
Church Open for Prayer
8:30am-9:45am
5:30pm-6:30pm
Remember
We are all in this together
and at the other end of the
‘phone and on email.
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A
Wis 6:12-16; Ps 62:2-8 R2;
1 Thess 4:13-18; Mt 25:1-13
32nd Week of Year II
Monday
THE DEDICATION OF THE
LATERAN BASILICA, Feast
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; 1 Cor 3:9-11,
16-17; Jn 2:13-22
Tuesday
St Leo the Great
Eccl 39:6-10; Mt 16:13-19
Wednesday
St Martin of Tours, Bishop
Is 61:1-3; Mt 25:31-40
Thursday
St Josaphat, Bishop & Martyr
Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Jn 17:20-26
Friday feria
2 Jn 4-9; Lk 17:26-37
Saturday feria
3 Jn 5-8; Lk 18:1-8
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Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly
with loads of useful information. You can follow
live-streamed Mass at 10:00am daily on our
Facebook page. This is a public page so you do not
need a Facebook account to view it. All Mass
intentions will be said on the day you requested
but at 10:00am. At about 10:45am, the Mass will
be available to follow on our website.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
NHS Track and Trace. As per government and
Diocesan guidelines, please scan the QR code with
the NHS COVID-19 App as you enter the Church.
Alternatively, forms are available as you enter the
Church or at the end of the benches. One form per
household is sufficient.
Primary School Admission For an appointment,
please contact Claudia on 020 7286 3214 or
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk and advise your
child’s name & contact telephone number. The
Certificate of Catholic Practice must be completed
for all applications (one per school - please fill out
the top part) that use ‘practising Catholic’ as an
admission criterion. Download it here:
Admissions - Certificate of Catholic Practice.
Deadline is 15 January 2021.
Sick and Retired Priests’ Fund Collection will be
open as long as possible. You can return your
envelopes during private prayer times or to the
presbytery or donate online at
www.rcdow.org.uk/donations - the envelopes
feature a ‘QR Code’ that you can scan with a
‘phone camera to give online. If you are a
taxpayer, please remember to fill in your Gift Aid
details. Thank you for your support in these
difficult times.

November - Month of the Holy Souls You can pick
up an envelope and sheet from the church during
private prayer times on which to write the names
of your deceased loved ones. Please return the
sheet in the envelope, with any offering you may
wish to include, to the presbytery or to one of the
parish team during private prayer times. The
sheets will be placed in our Book of Remembrance
which will be on the sanctuary during November.
Stewarding and Cleaning. We desperately need
more help once lockdown ends, especially
stewarding at 6:00pm on Saturday and 12 noon
and 6:00pm on Sunday and cleaning on Friday and
Sunday evening. Without new volunteers we will
be required by law to reduce the number of
Masses and the times the church can be open for
prayer. If you don’t want this to happen, please
indicate the day, time and nature of assistance you
can offer to Claudia on 020 7286 3214 (option 2)
or via stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk.
Preparation for Sacraments of First Holy
Communion & Confirmation in 2021 Parents can
collect application forms for the Sacrament of First
Holy Communion from one of the clergy in the
Church during private prayer times (see
overleaf). Candidates for the Sacrament of
Confirmation should collect the forms themselves
from one of the clergy during private prayer times.
Fully completed forms must be returned via email
to stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk or posted through
the Rectory door by 12 noon on Tuesday 8
December 2020.
Church Car Parking is now run by an external
company who can only accept our own tickets or
official permits from the hospital. The parish has
no power to cancel these penalties. If no permit is
visible the company will issue a fine. They will also
issue a fine if all four of your wheels are not within
one marked bay. These restrictions do not apply
during private prayer times. However, they do
apply even if you park for just a few minutes
outside of these times and for all one-off Masses
and other events. Please read the signage in the
car park.
Day

Tue, Wed,
Thu

Location

Upper Hall

Time

Group

9.30am- Parents and
11.30am toddlers

