CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+ 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A, 4 October 2020
The Impossible Dream?
Given all the restrictions being imposed around the country it might
seem an impossible dream that we are still able to celebrate Mass and
the other Sacraments together. This is all down to God’s grace and our
wonderful stewards and cleaners—please join them as we need more.
But given we are here now let’s start to get things back on as normal a
footing as we can. Yes, the entrance to the church is daunting with all
the signage and the different ways you can support your parish and
the wider community financially in these difficult times, especially the
wonderfully safe contactless payment machine. And there is still the
need to: sanitize your hands; mask up; check in using the QR code for
the NHS Track and Trace app (or complete a registration form) on
each visit to the church; follow the guidance of the stewards and the
one-way system; keep two meters apart when you’re stationary and
so on. All these essential things prevent the spread of the virus, and
maintain our “Covid-secure” status and allow us to open.
But on the normality front, Extraordinary Minsters are now helping
with Holy Communion allowing one of us to greet you outside, the
linen-cleaning rota is back outside the sacristy, and a reduced and
socially (and specially) distanced choir has returned to 10:30 Mass.
Now we invite servers to return if they take home a cassock and cotta
for future use, ask readers to indicate their availability, and we hope
to open the shop with extra helpers. But none of these things will
happen if we don’t have enough stewards to open the church.
Normality has returned outside of Mass too: the church is open for
private prayer when we have stewards available; there are details
overleaf about the School of Ignatian Prayer which begins again soon;
moreover, it is time to think about secondary schools and details of
how to see a priest are also overleaf. Remember, you must have some
document that shows you were attending Mass before we arrived last
year. And please fill in as much of the reference form for every school
to which you might apply before you come to speed-up the process.
Finally, others in need are still out there - today you can give to the
Pope’s chosen charities through Peter’s Pence and take home a
CAFOD envelope to donate the money you save by fasting this Friday.
The song The Impossible Dream speaks of an “unbeatable foe” which
is not the case here with the practice of our Faith so alive. Fr Kevin

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday: 10:00am
Thursday: 7:00pm
Saturday: 10:00am
Confessions
Saturday
10:30am - 11:00am
5:15pm - 5:45pm
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A
Is 5:1-7; Ps 79:9, 12-16, 19-20 R
Is 5:7; Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43
27th Week of Year II
Monday feria
Gal 1:6-12; Lk 10:25-37
Tuesday feria
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Wednesday
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Thursday feria
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Gal 3:7-14; Lk 11:5-26
Saturday feria
Gal 3:22-29, Lk 11:27-28
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Church Car Parking is now run by an external
company who can only accept our own tickets or
official permits from the hospital. This is all for
health and safety reasons so the parish has no
power to cancel these penalties. If no permit is
visible the company must issue a fine. They must
also issue a fine if all four of your wheels are not
within one marked bay. These restrictions do not
apply for 30 minutes before a regular Mass, during
a regular Mass, and for 30 minutes after the
regular Mass has ended. However, they do apply
even if you park for just a few minutes outside of
these times and for all one-off Masses and other
events. Please read the signage in the car park.
NHS Track and Trace. As per government and
Diocesan guidelines, we are advised to keep a
record of those attending each Mass and their
telephone number. The forms are available from
the stewards as you enter the Church. One form
per household is sufficient. Alternatively, scan the
QR code with the NHS COVID-19 App as you enter
the Church.
By Law, We Need Your Help so please consider
helping to steward before and during Mass and/or
clean the church. Stewarding starts 15 minutes
before Mass and involves welcoming people,
reminding them about social distancing, and
directing their bubble to an appropriately-sized
bench. The parts of the church open to the public
are cleaned at the end of each day. Mon, Tues,
Wed and Fri at 6:30pm, Thu at 7:30pm, Sat and
Sun after 6:00pm Mass. We will show you what is
required and provide PPE if you do not have your
own. You must be under 70 and not isolating/
shielding. If you can help, please indicate the day,
time and nature of assistance you can offer to
Claudia on 020 7286 3214 (option 2) or via
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk. We cannot open
without stewards, so many thanks.
Secondary School Admission For an
appointment, please contact Claudia
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk/7286 3214 and advise
your child’s name & contact telephone number.
The Certificate of Catholic Practice must be
completed for all applications (one per school please fill out the top part) that use ‘practising
Catholic’ as an admission criterion. Download it
here: Admissions - Certificate of Catholic Practice.
Forms have to be with schools by 31 October.

Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly
with loads of useful information. You can follow a
live-streamed Mass at 10:30am every Sunday at
both sites at which you might like to pray...
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
School of Ignatian Prayer will take place on
Tuesdays 27 October, 3, 10, 17 & 24 November,
7.30pm-9.00pm in the Parish Hall. Suggested
donation is £20. Please register by contacting
Claudia stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk/7286 3214
even if you previously attended as the course
starts again from the beginning, by 20 October
providing your name and telephone number or
email.
Family Fast Day - Friday 9 October This week our
parish is marking CAFOD’s Family Fast Day to help
the poorest and most vulnerable people in the
world survive, rebuild and heal in the wake of the
pandemic. Please pray for all those affected and
donate online at cafod.org.uk/give or by using one
of the envelopes after Mass this Sunday to return
next week either in the collection or by posting
through the presbytery door. If you are a
taxpayer, please remember to fill in your Gift Aid
details.
Second Collection There will be a second
collection for Peter’s Pence this weekend. Thank
you for your support.
Parents and Toddlers Group is now open.
Day
Tue, Wed,
Thu

Location
Upper Hall

Time

Group

9.30am- Parents and
11.30am toddlers

