CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+ 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A, 27 September 2020
A New Face
By the time you read this newsletter you will probably have noticed an
unfamiliar new deacon in the parish.
My ordination took place last Saturday at Westminster Cathedral. This
was originally supposed to happen in June but like so many things this
year it ended up being postponed for several months. Normally two
separate ordinations are held in the Diocese; one for deacons and
another for priests. However, due to the exceptional circumstances
relating to the pandemic, and the fact that everything has been on
hold for some time, the Cardinal decided to ordain everyone together
in the same ceremony. This was the first joint ordination of deacons
and priests to be held in Westminster Cathedral since 1999.
My path to ordination has been a long one, full of twists and turns. I
was born in a very rural part of Cumbria near Hadrian’s Wall. My
parents are members of the Church of England and on my mother’s
side of the family there are three generations of Anglican clergy. My
education took place in the shadow of some great cathedrals; firstly at
the choir school at Salisbury and later on in Canterbury. Eventually I
ended up at university in Durham. It was here that I encountered the
life and writings of St John Henry Newman. This had a profound effect
on me and it really marked the beginning of my journey towards the
Catholic Church.
Following in my grandfather’s footsteps, I was ordained in the Church
of England, and I served as a curate in Plymouth and then in
Sunderland. However, my desire to become a Catholic had increased
significantly and after a retreat in a Carthusian monastery I decided to
be received into the Church.
As my parents were now living in central London, I applied for
priesthood in the Diocese of Westminster and I was sent to the
Venerable English College by Cardinal Murphy-O’Connor. Although I
completed most of my training in Rome, I decided that I needed more
time to discern my vocation. I spent twelve years doing a variety of
jobs, most recently working as one of the diocesan archivists. In early
2017 I felt a definite call by God to explore the idea of priesthood
again and after a couple of years on pastoral placement I was
ordained deacon by Cardinal Nichols. The ordination took place on the
tenth anniversary of the beatification of Newman. Deacon William
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Church Car Parking is now run by an external
company who can only accept our own tickets or
official permits from the hospital. This is all for
health and safety reasons so the parish has no
power to cancel these penalties. If no permit is
visible the company must issue a fine. They must
also issue a fine if all four of your wheels are not
within one marked bay. These restrictions do not
apply for 30 minutes before a regular Mass, during
a regular Mass, and for 30 minutes after the
regular Mass has ended. However, they do apply
even if you park for just a few minutes outside of
these times and for all one-off Masses and other
events. Please read the signage in the car park.
Thank you.
NHS Test and Trace As per government and
Diocesan guidelines, we are advised to keep a
record of those attending each Mass and their
telephone number. The forms are available from
the stewards as you enter the Church. One form
per household is sufficient. Alternatively,
download the NHS COVID-19 App to your smart
phone and scan the QR code as you enter the
Church.

Contactless Giving CollecTin is a new and safe way
of contactless giving. Of course, you can still give
using the baskets on your way in or out of the
Church, by Standing Order and Gift Aid,
electronically via a BACS payment or by using the
Virgin Money Giving link on our website. Thank
you.
By Law, We Need Your Help so please consider
helping to steward before and during Mass and/or
clean the church. Stewarding starts 15 minutes
before Mass and involves welcoming people,
reminding them about social distancing, and
directing their bubble to an appropriately-sized
bench. The parts of the church open to the public
are cleaned by a very small group of people at the
end of each day. Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri at
6:30pm, Thu at 7:30pm, Sat and Sun after 6:00pm
Mass. We will show you what is required and
provide PPE if you do not have your own. You
must be under 70 and not isolating/shielding. If
you can help, please indicate the day, time and
nature of assistance you can offer to Claudia on
020 7286 3214 (option 2) or via
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk. We cannot open
without stewards, so many thanks.

Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly
with loads of useful information. You can follow a
live-streamed Mass at 10:30am every Sunday at
both sites at which you might like to pray...
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
Secondary School Admission For an
appointment, please contact Claudia
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk/7286 3214 and advise
your child’s name & contact telephone number.
The Certificate of Catholic Practice must be
completed for all applications (one per school please fill out the top part) that use ‘practising
Catholic’ as a criterion admission
Admissions - Certificate of Catholic Practice. Forms
have to be with schools by 31 October at the
latest.
Sister Brigid would like to express her grateful
thanks to Fr Kevin for his great kindness in
organising her Jubilee Mass, and for the beautiful
Papal Blessing and gifts, to Fr Ben and to all the
parishioners for your cards, kind messages and
gifts. They were much appreciated. Holy Mass has
been offered for your intentions at Our Lady’s
Shrine, Aylesford, Kent.
Second Collection There will be a second
collection for Peter’s Pence next weekend. Thank
you for your support.
Parents and Toddlers Group is now open. We
look forward to welcoming you back.
Day
Tue, Wed,
Thu

Location
Upper Hall

Time

Group

9.30am- Parents and
11.30am toddlers

