CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+ 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A, 20 September 2020
And Never Forget All His Blessings
We are now approaching that time of year when secondary school
applications will soon be upon us. To assist families who require a
Certificate of Catholic Practice from those schools which ask for it,
Fr Kevin and I will be allotting particular dates and times to issue
Certificates. For this to happen you will need to contact Claudia, our
Parish Administrator, who will be delighted to make an appointment
for you; we are unable to produce these Certificates without a prior
appointment. When you attend your appointment please do bring all
past Certificates which have been issued to you, for at least the three
previous years. This will assist you and us greatly. Thank you.
The Certificate is based on Mass attendance and so does not expect
practice beyond what the Church herself asks of her beloved sons and
daughters. Practising Catholics observe the Church’s precept of
attending Mass on Sundays and holidays of obligations (Can. 1247).
It was on 19 January 2020 that Fr Kevin and I thought we would cease
the sticker cards, so former cards, extending to January 2019, would
be very helpful in demonstrating Mass attendance. We did this
because, at times, there was such a stampede to obtain the latest
sticky friend that we would be unable to talk with you properly and so
have the privilege of getting to know you. We are here, after all, to
grow together as the one Body of Christ, each part necessary and
willed into existence by the one the loving God.
From March this year, with the onset of the pandemic, public Masses
were suspended and the Sunday and holiday day obligations were also
suspended. This has been, and still is, a time of trial and uncertainty.
What has been so glorious has been the response to livestream
Masses and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. We are also acutely
aware of those who do not have access to these type of technology.
But, on the 4 July we were able to open Our Lady’s Church again for
the celebration of Mass. Yes, it is different and socially distanced, but
the joy of being able to celebrate the Sacrifice of the Mass together is
to “taste and see that the Lord is good”; heaven, our true home is
with us.
As we prepare to meet with families concerning the Certificate, I am
sure that these times will fuel much of our conversation in a unique
way. How have these months led you closer to the Lord?
Fr Ben

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday: 10:00am
Thursday: 7:00pm
Saturday: 10:00am
Confessions
Saturday
10:30am - 11:00am
5:15pm - 5:45pm
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A
Isa 55:6-9; Ps 144:2-3,8-9,17-18
R 18; Phil 1:20-24,27; Mt 20:1-16
25th Week of Year II
Monday
ST MATTHEW,
Apostle & Evangelist
Eph 4:1-7.11-13; Mt 9:9-13
Tuesday feria
Prov 21:1-6.1-13; Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday
St Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest
Prov 30:5-9; Lk 9:1-6
Thursday
Our Lady of Walsingham
Eccles 1:2-11; Lk 9:7-9
Friday feria
Hag 1:15-2:9; Lk 9:18-22
Saturday feria
Zech 2:5-9.14-15; Lk 9:43-45
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Church Car Parking is now run by an external
company who can only accept our own tickets or
official permits from the hospital. This is all for
health and safety reasons so the parish has no
power to cancel these penalties. If no permit is
visible the company must issue a fine. They must
also issue a fine if all four of your wheels are not
within one marked bay. These restrictions do not
apply for 30 minutes before a regular Mass, during
a regular Mass, and for 30 minutes after the
regular Mass has ended. However, they do apply
even if you park for just a few minutes outside of
these times and for all one-off Masses and other
events. Please read the signage in the car park.
Thank you.
NHS Test and Trace As per government and
Diocesan guidelines, we are advised to keep a
record of those attending each Mass and their
telephone number. The forms will be available
from the stewards as you enter the Church. One
form per household is sufficient. Thank you.
Contactless Giving CollecTin is a new and safe way
of contactless giving. Of course, you can still give
using the baskets on your way in or out of the
Church, by Standing Order and Gift Aid,
electronically via a BACS payment or by using the
Virgin Money Giving link on our website. Thank
you to all of you who give in so many ways.
By Law, We Need Your Help so please consider
helping to steward before and during Mass and/or
to clean the church. Stewarding starts 15 minutes
before Mass and involves welcoming people,
reminding them about social distancing, and
directing their bubble to an appropriately-sized
bench. But people are getting used to where they
can “fit” which is wonderful and is making the
stewards’ lives much easier. The parts of the
church open to the public are cleaned by a very
small group of people at the end of each day.
Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri at 6:30pm, Thu at
7:30pm, Sat and Sun after 6:00pm Mass. We will
show you what is required and provide PPE if you
do not have your own. You must be under 70 and
not isolating/shielding. If you can help, please
indicate the day, time and nature of assistance
you can offer to Claudia on 020 7186 3214 (option
2) or via stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk. We cannot
open without stewards, so many thanks.

Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) are updated regularly
with loads of useful information. You can follow a
live-streamed Mass at 10:30am every Sunday at
both sites at which you might like to pray...
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
Journeying with the Bible Series of talks
presented by Fr Javier Ruiz-Ortiz PhD and Sr
Monica Cardona STL are now online. To register
please contact Catadmin@rcdow.org.uk. For the
Programme please visit The God Who Speaks Journeying with the Bible.Talks are 7:00pm8:30pm.
Secondary School Admission For an
appointment, please contact Claudia
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk/7286 3214 and advise
your child’s name & a contact telephone number.
The Certificate of Catholic Practice must be
completed for all applications (one per school please fill out the first section) that use ‘practising
Catholic’ as a criterion admission
Admissions - Certificate of Catholic Practice. Forms
have to be with the schools by 31st October at the
latest.
St Richard Reynolds Catholic College - Virtual
Open Evenings for Year 7 in 2021 on Tuesday 13
October 6:30pm and 7:30pm respectively. Please
sign up at https://www.strichardreynolds.org.uk.
Parents and Toddlers Group will recommence on
Tuesday, 22 September.
Day
Tue, Wed,
Thu

Location
Upper Hall

Time

Group

9.30am- Parents and
11.30am toddlers

