CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+ 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A, 13 September 2020
Let Us Not Nurse Anger Against Another
Mass Times
Let us put a few things into perspective. Ten thousand talents! A
Sunday
talent is a coin and one talent, alone, is equivalent to six thousand
6:00pm (Saturday)
denarii or a labourer’s wage for more than sixteen years. The
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
merciless servant in today’s Gospel was in debt to ten thousand
6:00pm
talents! That is sixty million denarii or more than one hundred and
Weekdays
fifty thousand years’ wages for a labourer. Not only is it absolutely
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
incredible that a servant could have run up such a debt, but we
Friday: 10:00am
quickly grasp that it would have been impossible for the merciless
Thursday: 7:00pm
servant to ever pay this debt back. In contrast with the merciless
Saturday: 10:00am
servant, the other servant owes one hundred denarii, this is about
Confessions
hundred days’ wages, so this would have been possible to pay back,
Saturday
with a little patience.
10:30am - 11:00am
The context for this fantastic contrast in debts is how we are to
5:15pm - 5:45pm
forgive, or, more precisely, how we are to forgive as God forgives.
Peter, in the Gospel, asks how often they are to forgive their brothers.
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jesus guides them to the truth by comparing how His Father forgives.
Year A
His Father, our Father, is likened to a king, who has compassion on his Eccles 27:30-28:7; Ps 102:1-4,9-12
servant who owes what probably would have been even a
R 8; Rom 14:7-9; Mt 18:21-35
considerable sum to a king. The king wipes the slate clean, all the debt
24th Week of Year II
is cancelled through his compassion. When we consider the woman
Monday
who was forgiven much and so consequently loved much, (Luke 7:36- THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS
50), we see a stark contrast here with the merciless servant: the
Num 21:4-9; Phil 2:6-11
forgiveness shown him does not touch his heart, the compassion
Tuesday
leaves him hardened, “harden not your hearts” (Ps 94:8). When
Our Lady of Sorrows
encountering his fellow servant he becomes inflamed with anger and
Heb 5:7-9; Jn 19:25-27
seizes him by the throat. It is the merciless servant’s hardened heart,
Wednesday
revealed by his anger, which warrants his punishment.
Ss Cornelius, Pope and Cyprian,
The size of the merciless servant’s debt can be compared to the sin of
Bishops, Martyrs
the world. The compassion of the king to cancel this debt is a gift of
2 Paul 4:7-15; Jn 17:11-19
wonder, of course this gift has a name, He is called Jesus. In the Lord’s
Thursday feria
Prayer, when we pray, “forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
1 Paul 15:1-11; Lk 7:36-50
who trespass against us”, we are asking God to forgive us as we have
Friday feria
forgiven others. Living with Jesus Christ in the Spirit, we learn to
1
Paul
15:12-20; Lk 8:1-3
forgive others following His example on the Cross; this is not
Saturday feria
dependent on how we are treated in return. Jesus responded to anger
1 Paul 15:35-37, 42-49; Lk 8:4-15
and persecution with forgiving love, we are to do likewise.
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Church Car Parking is now run by an external
company who can only accept our own tickets or
official permits from the hospital. This is all for
health and safety reasons so the parish has no
power to cancel these penalties. If no permit is
visible the company must issue a fine. They must
also issue a fine if all four of your wheels are not
within one marked bay. These restrictions do not
apply for 30 minutes before a scheduled Mass,
during a regular Mass, and for 30 minutes after
the normal Mass has ended. However, they do
apply even if you park for just a few minutes
outside of these times and for all one-off Masses
and other events. Please read the signage in the
car park. Thank you.
Contactless Giving Last weekend we introduced a
new and safe way of contactless giving by using
the CollecTin. If you would like to see how it works
please see Fr Kevin and Fr Ben's demonstration on
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ourladysjw.
Of course, you can still give using the baskets on
your way in or out of the Church, by Standing
Order and Gift Aid, electronically via a BACS
payment or by using the Virgin Money Giving link
on our website. Thank you to all of you who give
in so many ways.
By Law, We Need Your Help so please consider
helping to steward before and during Mass and/or
to clean the church. Stewarding starts 15 minutes
before Mass and involves welcoming people,
reminding them about social distancing, and
directing their bubble to an appropriately-sized
bench. But people are getting used to where they
can “fit” which is wonderful and is making the
stewards’ lives much easier. The parts of the
church open to the public are cleaned by a very
small group of people at the end of each day.
Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri at 6:30pm, Thu at
7:30pm, Sat and Sun after 6:00pm Mass. We will
show you what is required and provide PPE if you
do not have your own. You must be under 70 and
not isolating/shielding. Should you be able to help,
please indicate the day, time and nature of
assistance you can offer to Claudia on 020 7186
3214 (option 2) or via stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
We cannot open without stewards, so many
thanks.

Parish Website and Facebook Page (which are
www.olsjw.org.uk and Our Lady's RC Church, St
John’s Wood respectively) will continue to be
updated regularly with loads of useful
information. You can also follow a live-streamed
Mass at 10:30am every Sunday at both sites at
which you might like to pray...
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
The God Who Speaks Gospel meditation by Fr
Javier Ruiz-Ortiz: 24th Ordinary Time, Year A.
Meditate
“Forgive us out trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us” we pray in the Our Father
every day. The tragedy of today’s parable is the
short memory of the servant. We are appalled by
such behaviour without realising that we are that
servant who does not forgive. The only way which
will bring us to forgive is by remembering the
times God has forgiven us.
Act
Forgiveness is not forgetfulness, on the contrary,
we remember the wrong done to us and decided
not to retaliate. The first step to forgiving
someone is to pray for them. Think of someone
you need to pray for and do so at mass today.
Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School 2020 Open
Evenings will be held remotely this year. Year 7
Open Evening will be accessible at
www.cvms.co.uk/admissions from 4:30pm on
Tuesday 15 September. The same applies for Year
12, available from 5.00pm on Tuesday 13 October.
Second Collection this weekend will be for Holy
Places in the Holy Land. Thank you for your
generosity.

