CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+ 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A - 12 July 2020
The Two Hands of the Father
This Sunday, let us focus on two elements of our Christian faith which
resound in the readings today. The Word of God, Jesus Christ, Who
was sent by the Father to accomplish His will; and the Spirit, the Holy
Spirit, Who leads us to understand the Word, Who opens and fertilizes
our hearts to yield a harvest more glorious than we can ever grasp or
imagine. It was Saint Irenaeus of Lyon (130-202 A.D.) who referred to
the Son and the Holy Spirit as the two hands of the Father. Both are
indispensable and without Whom we cannot go to heaven.
Jesus, in today’s Gospel, speaks of the essential spiritual disposition of
those who hear His words: it is of eternal importance that our hearts
are “rich soil” (Mt 13:8). If we hear His word without understanding
we are lost, the same fate is also reserved for those who turn away in
times of trial, who are choked by worldly worries, or lured onto a
different path by attachment to riches. Jesus is teaching that the
human person, in order to be fit for heaven, must understand
themselves as being totally dependent on the benefaction, the
generosity of God. The reading from Isaiah gives us a beautiful
comparison between the watering of the earth and seed which
produces bread for our physical sustenance and the word of God
which feeds us spiritually, according to the will of God. For Christians
the link between the word of God and bread is a bond of luminous
truth: Jesus is the Word of God (Jn 1:1) and the bread of life (Jn 6:35).
In short, humanity has been given everything it needs to be made
worthy to enter heavenly life.
Jesus, quoting from Isaiah (Is 6:9-10), tells us that many have hardened
their hearts, “the heart of this nation has grown course” (Mt 13:15).
Jesus rejoices with the disciples that they truly see and truly hear, our
Lord is not referring to merely functioning organs. Seeing and hearing
in the fullest sense is inextricably linked with the Spirit. To be a child of
the Spirit is to groan with all creation, waiting for the “one great act of
giving birth” (Rm 8:22) and “waiting for God to reveal his sons” (Rm
8:19). The Spirit, Who “was moving over the face of the waters” (Gn
1:2) in the beginning, continually renews through all ages those who
will be docile to His gifts of faith, hope and, charity, in the resurrected
Jesus, the Word. May each of us be a part of that great harvest. Fr Ben

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri: 10:00am
Thu: 7:00pm
Saturday: 10:00am
Confessions
At call and on Saturdays from
11 July, 10:30am - 11:00am &
5:15pm - 5:45pm
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A
15th Week of Year II
Is 5:10-11; Ps 64:0-14 R Luke
8:8; Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23
Monday feria
Is 1:10-17; Mt 10:34 - 11-1
Tuesday feria
Is 7:1-9; Mt 11:20-24
Wednesday
St Bonaventure, Bishop &
Doctor
Eph 3:14-19; Mt 23:8-12
Thursday feria
Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-10;
Mt 11:28-30
Friday feria
Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Mt 12:1-8
Saturday feria
Mi 2:1-5; Mt 12:14-21
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By Law, We Need Your Help so please consider
helping to steward before and during Mass and/or
to clean the Church. Stewarding starts 15 minutes
before Mass and involves welcoming people,
reminding them about social distancing, directing
their bubble to an appropriately sized bench. The
parts of the Church open to the public are cleaned
at the end of the day: Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri 6.30pm,
Thu 7.30pm, Sat & Sun after 6pm Mass. We will
show you what is required and provide PPE if you
do not have your own. You must be under 70 and
not isolating/shielding. Should you be able to
help, please indicate the day, time and nature of
assistance you can offer to Claudia
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk.
Parish Website and Facebook page are updated
regularly with loads of useful information. You can
also follow live-streamed Mass at 10:30am every
Sunday at which you might like to pray...
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
New Sunday Missal 2020 We are not able to put
out Mass books when the church reopens for Mass
so you might like to buy a copy of this. Only £1.
https://www.ctsbooks.org/product/cts-newsunday-missal-2020/
Church Car Parking is now run by an external
company who will only accept official permits from
the hospital and our own tickets. If no permit is
visible they will issue a fine, and they will issue a
fine if all four of your wheels are not within one
marked bay. This is all for H&S reasons. The church
has no power to cancel these penalties. These
restrictions do not apply for 30 minutes before
Mass, during Mass, and for 30 minutes after Mass.
Signage in the car park explains most of this.

Quotations from the Saints: “Christ has something
in common with all creatures. With the stone he
shares existence, with the plants he shares life,
with the animals he shares sensation, and with the
angels he shares intelligence. Thus all things are
transformed in Christ since in the fullness of his
nature he embraces some part of every creature.”
Saint Bonaventure (1221-1274) Friar, Bishop,
Doctor of the Church.
The God Who Speaks Gospel meditation by Fr
Javier Ruiz-Ortiz: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time,
Year A.
Meditate
The sower goes out to his work and does not spare
the seed. He does not discriminate against the
types of soil which will not produce the desired
crop. The fields have been prepared by someone
else. What soil are we? Has the preparation
happened?
Pray
God and Master of the harvest, you see my heart
and consider the times at which my life is not
ready to receive you. Soften the hardness of my
heart; take away the stones and the thorns so that
I may be the good soil where Jesus may grow.
Planned Giving Envelopes for 2020/2021. These
can be collected from Fr Kevin or Fr Ben after any
Mass. Thank you for your incredible generosity.
Mass Intentions Thank you for your Mass
intentions which are greatly appreciated. The
sacrifice of Christ brings our intentions into the
heart of the Father. There is no greater gift. We
have Masses available so if you would like to have
a Mass offered, please contact Claudia
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk or 020 7286 3214.
The offering suggested by the Diocese is £10.
Catholic Universe and Catholic Times Papers You
can get your paper delivered direct to your home
every week, POST FREE. Please go to
www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on
0161 820 5722 and they will arrange for you.
SPECIAL OFFER 3 MONTHS £18.00 or 12 Months
£72.00. Also as Church reopens you might be
interested in the Church Plan offer for: 5 Copies to
be sent each week @ £72.15 a quarter.

