CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+ 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A - 5 July 2020
It’s Life Jim, But Not As We Know It
For the uninitiated, this is a line often attributed to Dr McCoy in Star
Trek. But along with “Beam me up, Scotty” it was never actually said.
This weekend we return to Mass at which we come into contact with
the Bread of Life, a life truly not as we know it. At the same time our
way of life in the church will not be as we have known it.
First, there is no obligation to attend Mass on Sundays - don’t come if
you're worried about crowds; you should not come if you’re over 70;
and you must not come if you’re shielding or particularly vulnerable.
Second, since you do not have to come on a Sunday the bishops
suggest you might come to a weekday Mass instead. And if you are
able to come then please don’t come on Sunday so as to leave space
for someone else to come who might only be able to attend that day.
Third, there is limited capacity in the church. The bishops want us to
maintain two meters social distancing. Thus we have 55 benches
available. To make full use of this seating, please come in a social
bubble you have created. These benches have a maximum capacity of
between three and eight people but one person coming on their own
will take up an entire bench. The church will be full once all benches
are occupied and by law, we cannot then admit any other people. So
couples - come together; families - find one Mass you can come to
between your daughter’s rugby match and your son’s ballet class;
friends - if you’ve had a BBQ together come as a unit for proper food.
Before I go on to the little things I want to revisit these vital points
about attendance during the week and coming in groups. We have
spent a long time maximising the space available in the church. We
can seat 206 people if you plan your attendance. We have five Sunday
Masses. Our Mass count in October was 969. So you’ll all fit provided
you don’t pitch up as individuals. And if you haven’t had any contact
with others yet, a packed, hot church in July is not a sensible first step.
As for extra little things to protect you, the priests will read, serve and
distribute Holy Communion which will be at the end of Mass as you
leave. And the collection baskets will be by the exit doors too.
Above all, visit the loo before you come out, please follow the oneway system and the guidance of our fabulous ushers, and keep a sense
of humour. So as Captain Picard did say in Star Trek, “Engage”. Fr Kevin

Mass Times
Sunday
6:00pm (Saturday)
9:00am, 10:30am, 12:00 noon,
6:00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri: 10:00am
Thu: 7:00pm
Saturday: 10:00am
Confessions
At call and on Saturdays from
11 July, 10:30am - 11:00am &
5:15pm - 5:45pm
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
14th Week of Year II
Zech 9:9-10; Ps 144:1-2, 8-11,
13-14 R 1;
Rom 8:9, 11-13; Mt 11:25-30
Monday feria
Gen 28:10-22; Mt 9:18-26
Tuesday feria
Gen 32:23-33; Mt 9:32-38
Wednesday feria
Gen 41:55-57; 42:5-7, 17-24;
Mt 10:1-7
Thursday feria
Gen 44:18-21, 23-29; 45:1-5;
Mt 10:7-15
Friday feria
Gen 46:1-7, 28-30; Mt 10:16-23
Saturday
ST BENEDICT, Abbot,
Patron of Europe, Feast
Prov 2:1-9; Mt 19:27-29
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By Law, We Need Your Help so please consider
helping to steward before and during Mass and/or
to clean the Church. Stewarding starts 15 minutes
before Mass and involves welcoming people,
reminding them about social distancing, directing
their bubble to an appropriately sized bench. The
parts of the Church open to the public are cleaned
at the end of the day: Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri 6.30pm,
Thu 7.30pm, Sat & Sun after 6pm Mass. We will
show you what is required and provide PPE if you
do not have your own. You must be under 70 and
not isolating/shielding. Should you be able to
help, please indicate the day, time and nature of
assistance you can offer to Claudia
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk.
Parish Website and Facebook page are updated
regularly with loads of useful information. You can
also follow live-streamed Mass at 10:30am every
Sunday at which you might like to pray...
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
New Sunday Missal 2020 We are not able to put
out Mass books when the church reopens for Mass
so you might like to buy a copy of this. Only £1.
https://www.ctsbooks.org/product/cts-newsunday-missal-2020/
Church Car Parking is now run by an external
company who will only accept official permits from
the hospital and our own tickets. If no permit is
visible they will issue a fine, and they will issue a
fine if all four of your wheels are not within one
marked bay. This is all for H&S reasons. The church
has no power to cancel these penalties. These
restrictions do not apply for 30 minutes before
Mass, during Mass, and for 30 minutes after Mass.
Signage in the car park explains most of this.

Quotations from the Saints: “The true aim of our
Christian life consists in the acquisition of the Holy
Spirit of God. As for fasts, and vigils, and prayer,
and almsgiving, and every good deed done for
Christ's sake, they are only means of acquiring the
Holy Spirit of God.“ St Seraphim of Sarov (17541833) monk, confessor, wonderworker.
The God Who Speaks Gospel meditation by Fr
Javier Ruiz-Ortiz: 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time,
Year A.
Meditate
On this first day we can gather together Jesus
invites us to rest in Him. He has been in lockdown
with us and now, invites us to put all our worries,
concerns and burden in his care. By giving it to
Him we will truly rest.
Act
With Jesus the burdens we carry are easy and
light. At this times in particular we are called to
help others carry their load. Try to do so with
someone around you.
Children’s Liturgy For access to resources for each
week of the liturgical year please visit https://
rcdow.org.uk/faith/catechesis/childrens-liturgy/.
Cardinal Vincent’s statement on resumption of
collective worship The Cardinal welcomed the
Prime Minister's announcement on Tuesday 23
June, for the full statement please visit https://
www.cbcew.org.uk/cardinals-statement-onresumption-of-collective-acts-of-worship/.
Catholic Universe and Catholic Times Papers You
can get your paper delivered direct to your home
every week, POST FREE. Please go to
www.thecatholicuniverse.com or call them on
0161 820 5722 and they will arrange for you.
SPECIAL OFFER 3 MONTHS £18.00 or 12 Months
£72.00. Also as Church reopens you might be
interested in the Church Plan offer for: 5 Copies to
be sent each week @ £72.15 a quarter.
Baptisms/Marriages/Funerals and other
sacraments Please contact the Parish Priest for
the latest guidelines.

