CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+ Ss Peter and Paul, Year A - 28 June 2020
Saints Peter and Paul Invite You, Too, to Be Saints
What extraordinary characters are these two Saints. Divine Providence
chose them to fulfil missions of the utmost importance. What is both
frightening and fascinating is that they were human, like us. Their
paths of glory we now proclaim and sing from the spires, we also study
and make time to reflect on the countless facets which flow from their
lives, and this was foreseen, envisaged by God in His providence for
our blessing and instruction; however, when they were living and
praying, sharing their lives with family, friends, and enemies, they
would have had to respond to situations and people like we do. They
were not supermen innately endowed with super human abilities and
strength. Their strength was Jesus. And this strength encouraged,
challenged, and purified them. Their Jesus was our Jesus, “Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday and today and for ever” (Heb 13:8) and He is as
intimately concerned about our growth in holiness as He was about
theirs.
St Peter throughout the Gospels reveals himself to be changeable:
sometimes brimming with faith, as when he beseeches Jesus to wash
not only his feet, but his hands and head, too (Jn 13:9); whilst at a
different time he denies Jesus three times (Jn 13:38) and will not
commit to love Jesus, at that point, in the deepest sacrificial way (Jn
21:18, the English translation of the Greek does not reflect that Jesus
substitutes a different word for love here which is closer to friendly
affection in meaning). In our reading today, Jesus bestows upon Peter
the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Read in the light of the Old
Testament, this is a position of authority second only to the king and
indeed shares in his authority (Is 22:20-25); Jesus, knowing the
weaknesses of St Peter, knows deeper still that His grace is able to
transform St Peter’s weaknesses into life-giving words and actions.
St Paul is a deeply committed individual, who, after his paralysing
conversion, becomes a stream of ever-deepening theological insight,
which shows itself in relentlessly flowing and loving pastoral concern
for the young churches and his companions. His desire to be ‘with’
Jesus at all times is surely a flame of wonder for each one of us. Both
saints gave their lives for Jesus, for the Gospel, for the Church, for us.
We, too, are being called to be saints. Let us listen and act. Fr Ben

Mass Times
10:00am daily (streamed)
Confessions
At call.
Church Open for Prayer
Mon-Fri 8:00am-9:30am,
5:00pm-6:30pm
Masses Resume
Saturday 4 July 6:00pm
Sunday 5 July 9:00am, 10:30am,
12:00 Noon, 6:00pm
Ss PETER and PAUL, Apostles
Thirteenth Week in Ordinary
Time, Year II
Acts 12:1-11; Ps 33:2-9 R 5;
2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19
Monday feria
Am 2:6-10, 13-16; Mt 8:18-22
Tuesday feria
Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Mt 8:23-27
Wednesday
DEDICATION OF THE
CATHEDRAL, Feast
1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30;
Lk 19:1-10
Thursday feria
Am 7:10-17; Mt 9:1-8
Friday
ST THOMAS, Apostle, Feast
Ep 2:19-22; Jn 20:24-29
Saturday feria
Am 9:11-15; Mt 9:14-17
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The Virtual Parish Our website and Facebook
page are updated several times a day. You can
follow our live-streamed Masses there. There is
also lots of other useful information to help you
keep the Faith alive and growing in your hearts
and to pray with now that the Church is open for
private prayer.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
The God Who Speaks Gospel meditation by Fr
Javier Ruiz-Ortiz: Ss Peter and Paul, Year A.
Meditate
Today we celebrate on the same day the two
“Columns of the Church”. As a Christian we need
to answer the same questions that Jesus posed his
disciples: ‘who do people think Jesus is’ and who
do I think Jesus is. The answer cannot be just a
long list of ideas we have learnt, it has to be an
experience, infused by the Holy Spirit.
Act
Our faith grows in as much as we profess it. Take
some time to think about the words of the Creed
and then recite it slowly, perhaps together with
the members of your household.
Changes to Church Parking We now have an
external company controlling the parking who will
only accept official permits from the hospital and
our own tickets. If neither of these are visible they
will issue a fine, which the church has no power to
cancel. Also, please ensure you park fully within
one marked bay for H&S reasons. Once public
Masses have resumed, blocks of time will be
exempt . Signage in the car park explains the “new
normal”. Thank you very much.
Children’s Liturgy For access to resources for each
week of the liturgical year please visit https://
rcdow.org.uk/faith/catechesis/childrens-liturgy/.

Quotations from the Saints: “Christ has no body
now, but yours. No hands, no feet on earth, but
yours. Yours are the eyes through which Christ
looks compassion into the world. Yours are the
feet with which Christ walks to do good. Yours are
the hands with which Christ blesses the world.”
Saint Teresa of Ávila (1515-1582), Nun, Mystic, and
Doctor of the Church
A sense of vocation – healthcare workers have a
calling beyond their career The Archbishop of
Birmingham, Bernard Longley, celebrated Mass in
St Chad’s Cathedral on Thursday 18 June 2020 to
show prayerful gratitude for all our nurses and
doctors, carers in hospices, hospices and care
homes and, indeed, those who are carers at home.
COVID-19 has touched the lives of everyone in our
countries and the Bishops of England and Wales
have offered a series of weekly Masses to pray for
the sick, their families and the healthcare
professionals that care for them during these
unprecedented times. To listen or read the full
homily follow this link Healthcare workers have a
calling beyond their career.
Cardinal Vincent’s statement on resumption of
collective worship The Cardinal welcomed the
Prime Minister's announcement on Tuesday 23
June, for the full statement please visit https://
www.cbcew.org.uk/cardinals-statement-onresumption-of-collective-acts-of-worship/.
New Sunday Missal 2020 We won’t be able to put
out Mass books when the church reopens for
Mass so you might like to buy a copy of this. Only
£1. https://www.ctsbooks.org/product/cts-newsunday-missal-2020/

We are Asking for your Help! Please consider if
you could help usher or clean the Church. The
parts of the Church open to the public are cleaned
daily at 6.30pm. Ushering mainly involves
welcoming people and reminding them about
social distancing and so on. We will show you
what is required. Ushering times vary but we
especially require more volunteers 8am-9.30am
Wed, Fri and Sun and 4-5pm Sat. We provide PPE
if you do not have your own. You must be under
70 and not isolating/shielding. Should you be able
to help, please indicate the day, time and nature
of assistance you can offer to Claudia
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk.

