CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+ 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A - 21 June 2020
Fathers in Faith
The fifth commandment calls us to love our parents equally so which
characters give us good examples of fatherhood in the Bible?
Abraham is called our “father of faith” in One God by Christians,
Moslems and Jews. “Faith" is key here because it means he is the
father of those who see God as utterly dependable. Abraham trusted
God's assurance that his children would become a great nation despite
he and his wife, Sarah, being elderly and childless. He lived in total
confidence that God would accomplish through him a benefit for his
family and for the whole known world.
St Joseph too is an exemplary father in the Bible. In extraordinary
circumstances he agreed to be husband to Mary, the Mother of God,
and foster father to the Son of God, entirely convinced that God was
working through her and him. After the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, he
protected his family on several occasions by going beyond who and
what was familiar to find them a safe place to live.
Another father is Jairus: when his daughter lay dying he came to Jesus,
fell at his feet and begged Christ to help his child. He trusted that God
could help even a rich and powerful man if that man humbled himself
before the One who created us and gives us all we have and are.
Today, let us pray for three specific things for our dads: like Abraham
may they obey and trust in God’s commandments and so raise us to
be families dedicated to God; like Joseph may they go the extra mile in
caring for our often complex families despite what others may think;
and like Jairus may they teach us not to be so proud of our
achievements that we fail to see God as the giver of every good thing.
We won’t be physically together at Mass this week so perhaps you
might say this prayer for your dads at home:
“God our Father, in Your wisdom and love You made all things.
Bless these men, that they may be strengthened as Christian fathers.
Let the example of their faith and love shine forth.
Grant that we, their sons and daughters,
may honour them always with a spirit of profound respect.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.”
And dear dads, thank you for all you do and the example you give to us
spiritual fathers. May God bless you all and your families.
Fr Kevin

Mass Times
10:00am daily (streamed)
Confessions
At call.
Church Open for Prayer
Mon-Fri 8:00am-9:30am,
5.00pm-6:30pm
Sat 8:00am-9:30am, 11:00am12:00 noon, 5:00pm-6:30pm
Sun 8:00am-9:30am, 11:00am12:00 noon, 4:00pm-6:30pm
12th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Jr 20:10-13; Ps 68, R 14;
Rm 5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33
Monday
Ss JOHN FISHER, Bishop and
THOMAS MORE, Martyrs, Feast
2 M 6:18, 21, 24-31,
Mt 10:34-39
Tuesday feria
1 Kings 21:17-29; Mt 5:43-48
Wednesday
THE NATIVITY OF ST JOHN THE
BAPTIST, Solemnity
Is 49:1-6; Acts 13:22-26
Lk 1:57-66, 80
Thursday feria
2 Kings 24:8-17; Mt 7:21-29
Friday feria
2 Kings 25:1-12; Mt 8:1-4
Saturday
St John Southworth,
Priest & Martyr
Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19;
Mt 8:5-51
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The Virtual Parish Our website and Facebook
page are updated several times a day. You can
follow our live-streamed Masses there. There is
also lots of other useful information to help you
keep the Faith alive and growing in your hearts
and to pray with now that the Church is open for
private prayer.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
The God Who Speaks Gospel meditation by Fr
Javier Ruiz-Ortiz: 12th Ordinary Time, Year A.
Meditate
Christianity leans on the mission that Jesus has
given us to speak of God’s love to His people,
mainly in our way of life but also with our words;
in public as well as in private. At times we might
feel ashamed or a bit frightened by others and
their reactions. Jesus promises to be with us
always as our companion to defend us, to support
us and to give us the right words.
Act
Try to share with someone, in your family or your
friends, using media or a call. an experience which
you might have had during the present lockdown
which has strengthen your faith in God.
Changes to Church Parking We now have an
external company controlling the parking who will
only accept official permits from the hospital and
our own tickets. If neither of these are visible they
will issue a fine, which the church has no power to
cancel. Also, please ensure you park fully within
one marked bay for H&S reasons. Once public
Masses have resumed, blocks of time will be exempt . Signage in the car park explains the “new
normal”. Thank you very much.

Quotations from the Saints: "By the merits of his
bitter passion joined to mine and far surpassing in
merit for me all that I can suffer myself, His
bounteous goodness shall release me from the
pains of purgatory and shall increase my reward in
heaven besides”. Saint Thomas More (1478-1535)
Mai O’Connell’s funeral, at 12:00 noon on Friday
26 June, will be for her family only but you can
follow the service via www.obitus.com, user
name Cafu2941, password 621648. A Requiem
Mass will take place once restrictions are lifted.

How to pray and re-connect with the church as
places of worship re-open for private prayer
Archbishop John Wilson, the Archbishop of
Southwark, has spoken to the CBCEW (The
Catholic Church Bishop’s Conference of England
and Wales) as his Cathedral, St George’s, and
other churches that can safely do so, are
reopening for individual, private prayer. To listen
to an excerpt from a longer podcast interview that
offers a simple reflection on prayer and being in
the presence of God as lockdown is eased across
our countries and a staged re-opening of churches
is permitted follow this link https://
www.cbcew.org.uk/how-to-pray-and-re-connectwith-the-church-as-places-of-worship-re-open-forprivate-prayer/.
We are Asking for your Help! Our Church is now
open during the hours overleaf. Please consider if
you could help usher or clean the Church. The
parts of the Church open to the public are cleaned
daily at 6.30pm. Ushering will mainly involve
welcoming people and reminding them about
social distancing and so on. We will show you
what is required. Ushering times vary but we
especially require more volunteers between 8am9.30am Mon-Sun and 4-5pm Sat & Sun. We
provide PPE if you do not have your own. You
must be under 70 and not isolating/shielding.
Should you be able to help, please indicate the
day, time and nature of assistance you can offer to
Claudia via this link to our contact page Volunteers
or directly stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk. And do
please share this call-up with those who don't
access this page - the more the merrier.

