CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+Seventh Sunday of Easter, Year A - 24 May 2020
He Is Glorified In Us
On Thursday we celebrated the Ascension of the Lord. And yet the
Gospel reading for this Sunday is taken from Jesus’ Farewell
Discourse to the disciples shortly before His arrest and a good fortyodd days before the Ascension. What, therefore, could be behind the
reason for this choice?
Jesus says to the disciples that, “I am not in the world any longer but
they are in the world” (Jn 17:11). Jesus, even though He has yet to
undergo the Crucifixion, speaks of the completion of His work,
“I have finished the work that you gave to me to do” (Jn 17:4). This
presents to us that central axis on which the Christian faith hangs: the
already and not yet. Jesus has finished the work of our salvation,
“Since, therefore, we are now justified by his blood” (Rm 5:9); and now
we wait its fulfilment, “I consider that the sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to
us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
sons of God” (Rm 8:18-19). It is this reality, the reality of the already
and not yet, that Jesus explains to the disciples. Let us touch on how
Jesus does this within St John’s Gospel.
One of the unparalleled beauties and sources of prayer and theological
teaching is the Gospel of St John. The Fourth Gospel is so explicitly
devoted to the heavenly ’family’ - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - within
the mission of Jesus that it was called the “spiritual” Gospel by the
early Church. The bond between Father and Son in the Holy Spirit is
described as what it is: the greatest love story and the model of love.
St John’s Gospel and the Ascension console us with the truth that Jesus
has now embraced all creation, the realm of space and time, the entire
universe, by taking glorified humanity into eternal life, “And eternal life
is this: to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you
have sent” (Jn 17:3). It is from this eternal vantage point that our Lord
and brother Jesus prays for us, “I pray for them; I am not praying for
the world but for those you have given to me, because they belong to
you” (Jn 17:9). This is Who Jesus is; this is how He loves us.
There is more: “And in them I am glorified” (Jn 17:10). Jesus is glorified
in our lives; in our sufferings (1 Pt 4:13, Rm 8:18); in our prayer (Acts
1:14). Our life is a pilgrimage of communion and preparation. Fr Ben
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The Virtual Parish Our website and Facebook
page are updated several times a day. You can
follow our live-streamed Masses and Holy Hours
on both sites. There is also lots of other useful
information to help you keep the Faith alive and
growing in your hearts throughout this holy
Season. We look forward to “seeing” you there.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
The God Who Speaks Gospel meditation by Fr
Javier Ruiz-Ortiz: Seventh Sunday of Easter, Year A
Meditate
Before Jesus begins praying he looks up to heaven
in gesture of trust relying on his Father. Many a
times our prayers are exclusively earthbound.
Jesus liberates this self-centeredness and reveals
that the main point of his life is to give glory to his
Father, that is the highest vocation we can have.
Praise is to say God has done all things well.
Act
In a moment of silence and prayer think about the
things God has done for you and for which you are
grateful. Put into words a prayer of praise and
thanksgiving.
Video Message from the Cardinal In this message
recorded on the Ascension, the Cardinal offers a
reflection on the days leading up to Pentecost
during this time of lockdown, and encourages
everyone to pray for the coming of the Holy Spirit.
Awaiting Pentecost .
Quotations from the Saints: “Luke says that the
Spirit came down on the disciples at Pentecost, []
with power to open the gates of life to all nations
[]. So it was that men of every language joined in
singing one song of praise to God, and scattered
tribes, restored to unity by the Spirit, were offered
to the Father as the first-fruits of all the nations”,
St Irenaeus, Bishop and Church Father (c.140-202).

Donations Urgently Required for Little Sisters of
the Poor, St Anne’s, Stoke Newington The Little
Sisters of the Poor provide residential and nursing
care to vulnerable older people. During this
pandemic, because of Government restrictions,
their usual avenues of fundraising have had to be
cancelled. The additional costs of PPE and ongoing
agency staff have furthered added to the current
situation. Any size of donation is very welcome. If
you are able, please contact by phone: 0208 826
2500, or with this link to their donate page: Little
Sisters of the Poor. Thank you for your generosity.
CAFOD Please consider helping their overseas aid
work in support of the vulnerable, particularly at
this time when the virus could devastate poor
health systems: CAFOD Covid-19 Appeal
Novena for Pentecost A novena for holy renewal
comprising podcasts and other material can be
followed through this link: Pentecost Novena.
Virtual Pilgrimage to Lourdes Catholics from
across the Diocese of Middlesbrough are preparing
for a ‘virtual pilgrimage’ to Lourdes after their
annual visit to the French shrine was cancelled.
Bishop Terry Drainey and other clergy will lead a
programme of online services from Saturday 23
May to Thursday 28 May. To join the pilgrimage
please register on Facebook: Middlesbrough Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage and Hospitalité.
Mass for Frontline Carers and the Sick Thursday,
28 May, 7.00pm, Bishop Terence Drainey will
celebrate Mass in his cathedral for frontline
workers in the NHS and care homes, the sick and
their families. Please click on the link:
Middlesbrough Cathedral
Do You Wish to Volunteer, Do You Require
Assistance? Westminster City Council has set up
Westminster Connects. Could you assist with
Shopping and delivering; picking up/delivering
prescriptions; having a phone conversation with
those at risk of loneliness; walking dogs for those
self-isolating; supporting with critical transport
needs; helping with digital skills coaching? If so
please access this webpage. Alternatively, if you
are in need of help or you know of anyone who
needs help as a result of COVID-19, please email
westminsterconnects@westminster.gov.uk or call
020 7641 1222. Thank you for your consideration.

