CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year A - 10 May 2020
All We Need
Jesus is the Way. The Way can refer to how we live our lives, the
concrete ways in which we express our faith in Jesus. The Way was the
name that many gave to the fledgling followers of Jesus. In Acts, St Paul
refers to himself as being an avid persecutor of the Way (Acts 22:4),
before his divine illumination approaching Damascus. The early
Christians, before the New Testament was written down, would
practise radical fellowship; cling to every word of the Apostles; cleave
to the prayers and the breaking of bread (Acts 2:42); and fast (Acts
13:2, 14:23). In the reading today seven men are set apart for a
particular service by the laying on of hands. These are concrete ways of
living the Faith. There is also the Way of the Cross, where Jesus “left an
example for you to follow the way he took” (1 Pt 2:21), for surely
“through his wounds you have been healed” (1 Pt 2:24).
Jesus is the Truth. Today, in a climate of relativism and scepticism, it is
frequently said that truth does not exist. Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle
also encountered this assertion from the Sophists of their day. To be
clear, to say that truth does not exist is to assert that you think that
that assertion is true! It is a self-defeating proposition. Our empirical
sciences, through repeated experiments, do speak of truths, can speak
of causes and effects. Christianity is the religion of Truth - empirical,
philosophical, and divine truths - because Jesus is the Word of the
Father, through Whom the ordered universe was created. In Matthew,
Mark, and Luke we are told to love the Lord with all your mind (Mt
23:37, Mk 12:30, 10Lk 10:27). Our minds are created to ask Who is
Truth?
Jesus is the Life. We live the Way, we are possessed by Truth, through
the Life which recreates us in the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ
is in the Father and the Father is in Jesus Christ (Jn 14:11). Through the
Lord’s glorious Resurrection, in which we bask at all times, we share in
the divine Life. This Risen Life of Christ causes us to be born from above
(Jn 3:3) through Baptism; all are part of the royal priesthood which
offers spiritual sacrifices made holy in Christ. It is this Life, poured into
our hearts by the Holy Spirit, which inspires us to be sought, to be
claimed by Truth, which gives us the wings of faith to follow the Way.
May Jesus, take us, and all our loved ones, to the Father’s home. Fr Ben

Mass Times (streamed on
parish website and parish
Facebook page):
Daily
10:00am
Holy Hour from 5:00pm-6:00pm
Confessions
At call.
Remember
We are all in this together
and at the other end of the
‘phone and on email.
Readings for the Fifth Week of
Easter
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 6:17;
Ps 32:1-2, 4-5, 18-19. R. 22;
1 Pt 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12
Monday Easter feria
Acts 14:5-18, Jn 14:21-26
Tuesday Easter feria
Acts 14:19-28, Jn 14:27-31
Wednesday Easter feria
Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8
Thursday
ST MATTHIAS, Apostle
Feast
Acts 1:15-17, 20-26;
Ps 112:1-8. R 8;
Jn 15:9-17
Friday Easter feria
Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17
Saturday Easter feria
Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21
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The Virtual Parish Our website and Facebook
page are updated several times a day. You can
follow our live-streamed Masses and Holy Hours
on both sites. There is also lots of other useful
information to help you keep the Faith alive and
growing in your hearts throughout this holy
Season. We look forward to “seeing” you there.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
The God Who Speaks Gospel meditation by Fr
Javier Ruiz-Ortiz: Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year A
Meditate
During this lockdown we have been confined to
our homes, no matter how modest or luxurious.
Our home is a place we feel safe in, a space we can
rest and relax. However, our true home is heaven,
St. Paul tells us, it is there we will rest. All our life is
preparation for that place of security and peace
where God waits for us.
Act
At this time of uncertainty, all of us know people
who are troubled, whose trust in life wavers. Make
contact with them and encourage them to put
their confidence in God, who calls us to follow him.
Cardinal’s Appeal 2020: Responding to
Coronavirus The Cardinal’s Lenten Appeal has
been extended to help those who are in desperate
need due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Funds raised
will be available for parishes and schools across
Westminster Diocese to respond to the needs of
their local communities. Our parish has already
received support from Caritas Westminster to help
those in need locally. Anything you are able to
offer at this time will be most appreciated. Please
see: www.rcdow.org.uk. God bless you.
Quotations from the Saints “I make myself a
leper with the lepers to gain all for Jesus Christ”.
Saint Damien of Molokai SSCC (1840-1889), priest.

Catholic Voices Monday, May 11, 7:45pm9.00pm. Living as Catholics in Lockdown: Stories
from English clergy and consecrated. Register
here: CVWebinar. Speakers include: Bishop P Egan;
Dominican Sisters of St Joseph; Rev M Holden.
On-Line Cook-Along with Maureen Lipman What
could be more wholesome than building
communities from the kitchen at this time? When:
Tuesday, 12 May, 6.00pm. Registration is essential
to receive call-in information, the ingredients list
and the recipe before the session: Mitzvah Day.
Justice and Peace CAFOD Tuesday, 12 May, and
Thursday, 14 May, both at 11.00am-12.00pm, online talks. Register here: CAFOD Talks. Fifth
anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’,
16th-24th May, access on-line events here: LS
Week. Christian Aid Week, 12th-18th May, see the
link for ways to help: Christian Aid. Thank you.
Masses for Frontline Carers and the Sick Every
Thursday, 7.00pm, a bishop will celebrate Mass in
his cathedral for frontline workers in the NHS and
care homes, the sick and their families. See below:
14 May: Bishop Robert Byrne CO,
Newcastle Cathedral
21 May: Bishop Mark Davies,
Shrewsbury Cathedral
28 May: Bishop Terence Drainey, Middlesbrough
Cathedral
Employment Opportunities at St Richard
Reynolds Catholic College, Twickenham There are
various teacher and support staff vacancies at St
Richard’s. Please access these using the link:
Employment at St Richard's. The deadlines are
imminent. Thank you.
Do You Wish to Volunteer, Do You Require
Assistance? Westminster City Council has set up
Westminster Connects. Could you assist with
Shopping and delivering; picking up/delivering
prescriptions; having a phone conversation with
those at risk of loneliness; walking dogs for those
self-isolating; supporting with critical transport
needs; helping with digital skills coaching? If so
please access this webpage. Alternatively, if you
are in need of help or you know of anyone who
needs help as a result of COVID-19, please email
westminsterconnects@westminster.gov.uk or call
020 7641 1222. Thank you for your consideration.

