CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+Easter Sunday of the Resurrection, 12 April 2020
Mass Times (Streamed on
parish website and parish
Facebook page):
Daily
10:00am
Confessions
At call.
Remember
We are all in this together
and are
at the other end of the ‘phone
and on email.

The Lord is Truly Risen, Alleluia
It is dark. Mary has been to the tomb, the stone has been taken away;
she runs to tell Peter and the Beloved Disciple, John. They, in turn,
make haste and run to the tomb themselves. John, perhaps lighter on
foot, arrives first but holds back; Peter, upon arrival, enters. Does John
wait out of respect, out of deference to Peter? Peter is a man of action,
one whose impulses often catch up with him but has been chosen by
Christ to be the rock of His Church. John then enters and believes; his
mission has a contemplative calling. In Peter and John we see both
active and contemplative missions of the Christian vocation. Both are
necessary. How is God calling you? Responding to God’s call does not
have to be obviously virtuous. Pope Francis, is inspired by the holiness
he sees in the patience and perseverance of God’s people, helping
those in need. And this is at the inner core of the Easter message. Jesus
appears to, “certain witnesses God has chosen beforehand”. Jesus
appears to those who will embrace His Kingship, whose hearts are
open to His saving grace, who will proclaim His salvation. This Easter
we have celebrated the Resurrection in an interior fashion. But it is
from the interior that we are changed. It is in our secret chamber that
He Who is Light, Who is Life, Who is Love has risen and is knocking. Let
us make haste, like Peter and John to meet Him. Jesus, my love! Fr Ben

Readings for the Easter Octave
Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34, 37-43,
Ps 117:1-2, 16-17, 22-23, r. 24,
Col 3:1-4, Jn 20:1-9
Monday within the Octave
Acts 2:14, 22-23, Mt 28:8-15
Tuesday within the Octave
Acts 2:36-41, Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday within the Octave
Acts 3:1-10, Lk 24:13-35
Thursday within the Octave
Acts 3:11-26, Lk 24:35-48
Friday within the Octave
Acts 4:1-12, Jn 21:1-14
Saturday within the Octave
Acts 4:13-21, Mk 16:9-15
Second Sunday of Easter
(or of Divine Mercy)
Acts 2:42-47, Ps 117:2-4, 13-15,
22-24, r. 1, 1 Pet 1:3-9,
Jn 20:19-31
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Daily Mass Several other churches around the
Diocese have live streaming (and better homilies
too). See www.churchservices.tv or https://massonline.org/daily-holy-mass-live-online/
We regularly update our website and Facebook
page with more prayers, devotional ideas, and
news. Keep safe, well, and unified.
An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there
and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
The God Who Speaks mediations on the Gospels
by Fr Javier Ruiz-Ortiz: Easter Sunday (Jn 20:1-9 )
Meditate
Despondent, Mary goes to the tomb because that
is the logical place where you could find the lifeless
body of Jesus. When she does not find his body
she becomes the first to announce the good news,
the tomb is empty. She does not understand the
meaning of the event, Christ is risen. At this time
we are invited to find Jesus in the confine space
where we live, because he is alive.
Act
Mary of Magdala went away from the tomb to
share with Peter her findings. At this time of
uncertainty, share with someone the true meaning
of Easter and the joy of the resurrection. This Joy
which enlightens all our lives.
Supporting Catholic Charities. Our Bishops
humbly ask us to consider supporting Catholic
charities at this time https://www.cbcew.org.uk/
home/our-work/health-social-care/coronavirusguidelines/catholic-charities-covid-19-appeals/
Quotations from the Saints. “[My God,] What a
joyous mystery is your presence within me, in that
intimate sanctuary of my soul where I can always
find you, even when I do not feel your presence.
Of what importance is feeling? Perhaps you are all
the closer when I feel you less.” Saint Elizabeth of
the Trinity, Discalced Carmelite (1880-1906).

Live Streaming Catholic Videos. Fr Stephen Wang
has started live streaming and sharing videos on
the new YouTube channel Pause for Faith. Please
visit and subscribe to the channel here: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbrIxeH2TSwEc8eVwwMGv8w
It is an informal conversation about living the
Christian faith, with some Catholic history, the lives
of the saints, Christian teaching, spiritual
traditions, practical tips for everyday life,
contemporary issues facing the Church and the
world, some Q&A and interviews. Don't be alone!
One of the points of live streaming is that you can
join a community of viewers who are watching and
praying together. Provisional streaming times:
11.00am and 8.00pm UK time.
Please help publicise the site by subscribing/liking/
following/sharing etc. on these social media sites
YouTube: Pause for Faith
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbrIxeH2TSwEc8eVwwMGv8w
Facebook: @pauseforfaith
https://www.facebook.com/pauseforfaith
Twitter: @pauseforfaith
https://twitter.com/pauseforfaith
Instagram: pauseforfaith
https://www.instagram.com/pauseforfaith/
Devotional and Catholic Resources. Please do
have a look at the Diocesan website for family
activities. Easter Resources for Families.
Also Catholic Sprouts offers good catechesis for
children, Catholic Sprouts Podcasts. Our Bishops are
also offering a wide variety of spiritual and
formational material, https://www.cbcew.org.uk/ .
Do You Wish to Volunteer, Do You Require
Assistance? Westminster City Council has set up a
body called Westminster Connects. Do you feel
that you could assist with some of the following:
shopping for food/supplies; delivering food/
supplies to vulnerable residents; picking up and
delivering prescriptions; having a friendly phone
conversation with those at risk of loneliness when
in isolation; walking dogs for those self-isolating;
supporting with critical transport needs; helping
with digital skills coaching? If so please access this
webpage. Alternatively, if you are in need of help
or you know of anyone who needs help as a result
of COVID-19, please email westminster
connects@westminster.gov.uk or call 020 7641
1222. Thank you for your consideration.

