CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A — 26 January 2020
The One Table of the Word of God and the Body of Christ
This Sunday, the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Pope Francis has
designated as ‘Sunday of the Word of God’. He instigated this
beautiful and important celebration by means of his Apostolic Letter
Aperuit Illis on 30 September, 2019. He has chosen this particular
Sunday as it coincides with prayer for Christian unity and is also that
time of year when we are encouraged to strengthen our bonds with
the Jewish people.
The Holy Father is inspiringly emphatic in his insistence that the
Scriptures are indeed the word of God and that they teach without
error and with a view to salvation through faith in Christ. He ties the
holy Scriptures to their divine fulfilment in Christ by proposing the
story of the road to Emmaus, where Christ explains the Scriptures to
the disciples and at the breaking of bread, the holy sacrifice of the
Mass, they knew it was the Lord, the Lord had risen! Pope Francis is
keen to present to us the indivisible bond between sacred Scripture
and the Eucharist. A developing knowledge of Scripture deepens our
love of Jesus at the Mass.
The bond which ties these aspects together, distinct yet undivided,
is the Holy Spirit. The working of the Holy Spirit “continues in his
own way to provide “inspiration” whenever the Church teaches the
sacred Scriptures, whenever the Magisterium authentically
interprets them, and whenever each believer makes them the norm
of his or her spiritual life”. The Holy Father confirms that it is in the
light of the same Spirit that the Old Testament was written and
consequently points to Christ; furthermore, Pope Francis brings to
our minds that remarkable moment in the burgeoning ministry of
Jesus when, all eyes being fixed on him, He proclaimed that, “Today
this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Lk 4:21). For us, do
not those words of Jesus burn within us? They reveal how alive the
Scriptures are to us who welcome the guiding hand of the Holy
Spirit, Who seeks to transform our hearts to receive the mystery of
salvation. The Rule of Saint Benedict opens with, “Listen carefully,
my son, to the master’s instructions, and attend to them with the
ear of your heart”. May we listen, at Mass, to the readings with the
ear of our hearts for the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Fr Ben

Mass Times:
Sunday
6.00pm (Saturday)
9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir), 12.00
noon (Choir), 6.00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri: 10.00
Thurs: 7.00pm
Saturday: 10.00
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition
Weekdays 6.00am—12.00 noon,
6.00pm—12 midnight
(not school holidays)
Confessions
Saturday: 10.30—11.00,
5.15pm—5.45pm

Music
Dominus secus mare Galilaeae
Gombert - Missa Quam
pulchra es
Byrd Unam petii a Domino
258 Praise my soul
221 Guide me O thou
212 Dear Lord and Father
Sunday Readings
Year A –Volume 1 Page 127
Isaiah 8:23-9:3
Psalm 26:1, 4, 13 -14, R. v1
1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17
Matthew 4:12-23
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Church Cleaning Thank you to all those who came
along in Advent and helped to make the church so
pristine for Christmas. It would be
wonderful if we could maintain this by having
teams on a rota. Perhaps you might talk to some
of your family members and friends and get a little
group together when you could all meet here for
an hour or so? Please let Fr Kevin or Hanta know
who will be part of your group and when you’d like
to do it so that we can put the kettle on.
Growing in Faith The original parish project to
divide the presbytery into flats had to be
reconsidered when Fr Jeff and his family came to
live here. Now that there are two priests in
residence and the possibility of a seminarian
coming here it is still not a viable option.
Therefore we would like to change the parish project to the creation of a fitting shrine to Our
Blessed Lady. While plans will be made public in
due course, should anyone have any objections to
this change they can either bring them to Fr Kevin
or to Fr David Evans who is responsible for the
allocation of funds. He can be contacted on email
via davidevans@rcdow.org.uk.
Collection and Bring-and-Share Lunch for Fr
Lorenzo After all the Masses this weekend there
will be a collection to show our appreciation for Fr
Lorenzo who for many years was an assistant
priest here and between Fr Jeff leaving and Fr
Kevin arriving was rector of Redemptoris Mater
Seminary and ran our parish. Multitasking is
possible for men, too! Thank you very much for
your generosity thus far. Regarding the lunch for
Fr Lorenzo after the 12.00 noon Mass on Sunday 2
February, please indicate on the lists at the back of
the church what food you are able to bring. This is
promising to be a wonderful occasion when we
will be able to show our heartfelt gratitude to Fr
Lorenzo for his ministry here.
Bible Study ‘The God Who Speaks, Journeying
with the Bible’. Who speaks in the Bible? To
whom does he speak? What is meant by
inspiration? How are we to approach
Interpretation? Tuesday 28 January, 7:00pm8:30pm, Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, SW1P
1QN. Lectures by Fr Javier Ruiz-Ortiz, PhD and Sr
Monica Cardona PhD. Suggested donation £5.
Please register at livingfaith@rcdow.org.uk.

Guided Retreat for Young Adults with the
Assumption Sisters, Friday 31 January to Sunday 2
February. For more information please
contact youth@assumptionreligious.org or call
0207361 4755 as soon as possible.
A Celebration of Irish Music, Poetry and Dancing
Hosted by the Irish Chaplaincy at St James’
Church, Piccadilly, W1J 9LL, Friday 31 January,
6.30pm. Tickets are £10 (£12 on the door) from
www.eventbrite.co.uk, search for Irish Chaplaincy,
London.
Sung Mass and Recital The Byron Consort from
Harrow School will be singing the 6.00pm Mass
(music by Lassus, Tallis & Ives) here on
Saturday 8 February followed by a short recital of
sacred music with pieces by Bruckner, Guerrero,
Purcell, Tavener and others. The evening will
conclude with refreshments in the parish hall.
Mary’s Meals would like your unwanted clothing
and bedding. Over the next two weeks please
collect your unwanted clothes and bedding (no
duvets or pillows) and put them in tied sacks and
bring them here before the Sunday 9 February
12.00 noon Mass. You will be benefitting a really
worthwhile charity. Mary’s Meals feeds children
one good meal every day at school in over 12
countries. Low costs mean that they can do this
for as little as £13.90 per child per year. 3 full black
sacks of good quality clothing will provide a child
with this nutritious meal for a whole year. Thank
you for your generosity.
Holiday Club Caritas is organising a holiday club,
11.00am-2.00pm, on Tuesday 18 February at
Blessed Sacrament Primary School, N1 0UF, for
children aged between from 4-11. Please call 0752
581 2513 or email cfc@rcdow.org.uk.
Day

Location

Monday

Upper Hall

10.00am English Class

Tuesday,
Upper Hall
Wednesday,
Thursday

9.00am- Mothers and
11.30am Toddlers

Tuesday

2.00pm- Over 50’s
3.00pm Club

Upper Hall

Time

Group

