CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A —19 January 2020
Coming Unstuck
People often say, “It’s a busy time for you, Father” when we see
them about priests’ reference forms for school applications.
Actually, having at least ten minutes with families on their own at
this great milestone in their children’s lives is a real blessing. With
those we recognise as attending Mass here regularly it is a chance to
firm up on names and find out a little more about their lives. With
those who slip in late we try to find ways to help them attend the
whole of Mass. For those who we know as occasional visitors it gives
us the opportunity to talk about where else they might be attending
Mass and encourage them to get letters from those parishes. For
many, on only the first or second time of meeting, it is a moment to
talk about how we show our love for God and for evangelisation.
The instructions from the Catholic Bishops Conference of England
and Wales on completing those reference forms expect knowledge
of a high level of practice over a number of years. As both of us are
“new”, the certificates of attendance which our predecessors
distributed (based on the stickers given out after Mass) are
invaluable in confirming historical attendance. But as we have
mentioned above, even before people produce their certificates and
sticker cards we are both aware of those who attend all of Mass
regularly and those who can’t or don’t. After all, it’s not such a big
parish. Moreover, while we have learned the names of many
children when giving out those stickers after Mass, we often don’t
get to chat with family groups each week. Indeed, sometimes people
seem more interested in getting their attendance marked rather
than stopping to just say, “Hello” and tell us a bit about what’s being
happening in their lives during the previous week which we’d love to
hear. So this is the last week that we will be giving out stickers. It is
your responsibility to produce certificates of attendance or have
other means of showing your regular Mass-going for at least three
years prior to now. As for the future, we’d point out four simple
things: talk to us after Mass; don’t be shy to correct us if we are still
getting names wrong; we can see the whole church and porch
clearly from the sanctuary; and above all rejoice in just coming to
Mass for God’s glory and your own salvation.
Fr Kevin & Fr Ben

Mass Times:
Sunday
6.00pm (Saturday)
9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir), 12.00
noon (Choir), 6.00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri: 10.00
Thurs: 7.00pm
Saturday: 10.00
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition
Weekdays 6.00am—12.00 noon,
6.00pm—12 midnight
(not school holidays)
Confessions
Saturday: 10.30—11.00,
5.15pm—5.45pm
Music
Palestrina - Palestrina Missa
Dilexi quoniam
Lassus Nuptiae factae sun
46

O worship the Lord in the
beauty of holiness
119 Just as I am
263 Take my life and let it be
Sunday Readings
Year A –Volume 1 Page 125
Isaiah 49:3, 5-6
Psalm 39:2, 4, 7-10, R. vv 8, 9
1 Corinthians 1:1-3
John 1:29-34
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Fr Lorenzo has dispelled the urban myth that only
women can multitask: between Fr Jeff leaving and
Fr Kevin arriving he was rector of Redemptoris
Mater Seminary and ran our parish. To show our
appreciation to him for this and his dedication to
Our Lady’s as assistant priest for so many years,
after he has celebrated the 12.00 noon Mass on
Sunday 2 February there will be a bring-and-share
lunch in the hall. There will also be the
opportunity after all the Masses this weekend and
next to make a contribution to a gift for him. I am
sure you will be as generous to this wonderful
priest as he has been to us. Thank you.

Church Cleaning. Thank you to all those who
came along in Advent and helped to make the
church so pristine for Christmas. It would be
wonderful if we could maintain this by having
teams on a rota. Perhaps you might talk to some
of your family members and friends and get a little
group together when you could all meet here for
an hour or so? Please let Fr Kevin or Hanta know
who will be part of your group and when you’d like
to do it so that we can put the kettle on.
Tea and Coffee after 9.00 and 10.30 Masses is
proving very popular and a lovely way for
parishioners to broaden their friendships. It would
be a great help to have more volunteers,
especially after the 10.30 Mass. Please sign up on
the list at the back of the church or tell Hanta of
your willingness to do this great service.
Growing in Faith The original parish project to
divide the presbytery into flats had to be
reconsidered when Fr Jeff and his family came to
live here. Now that there are two priests in
residence and the possibility of a seminarian
coming here it is still not a viable option. Therefore
we would like to change the parish project to the
creation of a fitting shrine to Our Blessed Lady.
While plans will be made public in due course,
should anyone have any objections to this change
they can either bring them to Fr Kevin or to
Fr David Evans who is responsible for the
allocation of funds. He can be contacted on email
via davidevans@rcdow.org.uk.
Job Vacancies for details regarding diocesan job
vacancies, please visit https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/.
First deadline Friday 24 January.

Sacrament of Confirmation 2020. Preparation of
our young people (in Year 9 or above and who
regular attend Mass at Our Lady’s ) will begin in
January 2020. If one or both of these suggested
conditions cannot be met, please make an
appointment with Fr Kevin or Fr Ben or Margaret
Wickware. Registration forms are available at the
back of the church. Please either hand your
completed form in at the parish office or scan and
email it (address on form) today to help us plan
our programme. Forms are also available on the
parish website (www.olsjw.org.uk).
Film A Hidden Life, the true story of Blessed Franz
Jägerstätter, an Austrian physician and farmer who
resisted Hitler and died for his beliefs. Now
showing at Vue Cinema on Finchley Road
(O2 Centre). https://www.myvue.com/cinema/
finchley-road/film/a-hidden-life/times
Churches Together in Westminster The AGM is on
Monday 20 January, 6.00pm for 6.30pm, Hinde
Street Methodist Church, Hinde Street, London
W1U 3QJ. After the AGM a talk will be given by
Kevin Hyland OBE on the subject of modern
slavery and human trafficking.
Translating the Bible discussion between biblical
scholars Henry Wansbrough OSB and Nichols King
SJ, Wednesday 22 January, 7.00pm, London Jesuit
Centre, 114 Mount Street, London W1K 3AH.
Booking on EventBrite.
CAFOD are hosting a supporters’ information
morning with a guest speaker, who has first-hand
experience of their work in Zimbabwe. Come and
hear how CAFOD is helping communities, thanks
to your support. Saturday 25 January, 10.00am12.30pm, Romero House, 55 Westminster Bridge
Road, London, SE1 7JB. Booking required on 0208
449 6970 or email wesmister@cafod.org.uk.
Day

Location

Monday

Upper Hall

10.00am English Class

Tuesday,
Upper Hall
Wednesday,
Thursday

9.00am- Mothers and
11.30am Toddlers

Tuesday

2.00pm- Over 50’s
3.00pm Club

Upper Hall

Time

Group

