CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+3rd Sunday of Advent— 15 December 2019
Underdrive
Our family once had a Triumph Dolomite which had a switch on the
top of the gearstick called “overdrive”. Trundling along, laden with
children and holiday luggage, dad would flick that switch and the
seemingly impossible would happen—our beast of burden would
rapidly accelerate and shoot off like a rocket going into orbit.
With only 10 days to Christmas most of us feel like we need an
overdrive button. Will I get my cards written and posted in time?
Should I risk normal delivery? Have I got a moment to go out and
buy one more present? Will the sprouts be too hard as I didn’t put
them on until the middle of November this year? So much to do...
Yet today is Gaudete or Rejoicing Sunday: we should not worry too
much about such things but rather be joyful that Christ is to come
again. True, the liturgy turns to focus on the historical coming from
today, but we are still supposed to be waiting in hope for His second
coming. Therefore, just as people did 2000 years ago, we should
listen to St John the Baptist and take stock of our lives: have we lived
up to our Baptismal promises to love God and our neighbour?
There is no better way to test this than by going to Confession.
Leading up to Christmas, as well as at the usual times on Saturday,
we will hear Confessions for half an hour after all the weekday
Masses and on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 7.00pm. If you
have some time, pop into the church, spend a while rejoicing that
our Eucharistic Lord is coming in the flesh, and then see what needs
to be got rid of to make space for Him. Whatever those things are,
bring them to Confession and be glad as Christ gently blows them
away to create room for Himself in your heart.
Important as they are, it’s not all about cards, presents or sprouts.
We need to find peace for a little while, even just for a moment, to
discover the real person inside us; that hidden, burdened but deeply
-loved individual that the Christ-child came to save. And when God’s
Sacramental grace has made our true selves whole again, we should
rejoice that we have done all we can to be worthy to commemorate
His historical coming and be ready for His second coming.
May you each find your underdrive switch in the coming days: then
just hit it, and hang on for the most joyful ride of your life. Fr Kevin

Mass Times:
Sunday
6.00pm (Saturday)
9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir), 12.00
noon (Choir), 6.00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri:10.00
Thurs: 7.00pm
Sat: 10.00
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition
Weekdays 6.00am—12.00 noon,
6.00pm—12 midnight
(not school holidays)
Confessions
Sat 10.30—11.00,
5.15pm—5.45pm,
after every weekday Mass,
Tues, Wed, Fri 7.00pm—7.30pm
Music
Handl—
Missa super
Transeunte Domino
Morales— Veni Domine et noli
tardare
3 Hail to the Lord's
4 Hark! A Herald Voice
8 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Sunday Readings (Page 88)
Isaiah 35:1-6,10
Psalm 145:6-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11
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Tea/Coffee after the 9am and 10.30am Masses in
the hall has been a great success these past weeks,
but we need more people to volunteer for this
wonderful social and pastoral occasion, please.
Eucharistic Ministers, Readers, and Servers over
Christmas. Please write your names on the forms
at the back of the church or in the servers’ sacristy
if you are able to assist in these important areas.
Thank you so much for your generosity.
Nativity Play rehearsal will take place on
Saturday 21 December at 11:30am. If you would
like your child to be involved as a shepherd or an
angel (the kings come later), contact Sister Brigid.
Crib Offering this Christmas will be donated to
the Catholic Children’s Society to support their
magnificent work with families in need.
Cardinal’s Golden Jubilee of Ordination: There
will be a Mass of thanksgiving for this milestone in
the Cardinal’s ministry at 10.30am on Saturday 21
December in Westminster Cathedral.
Sacrament of Confirmation 2020. Preparation of
our young people (in Year 9 or above and who
regular attend Mass at Our Lady’s ) will begin in
January 2020. If one or both of these suggested
conditions cannot be met, please make an
appointment with Fr Kevin or Fr Ben or Margaret
Wickware. Registration forms are available at the
back of the church. Please hand your completed
form in at the parish office or scan and email it
(address on form) by Tuesday 31 December to
help us plan our programme. Forms are also
available on the parish website www.olsjw.org.uk.
Education The Cardinal Vaughan Memorial
School, Westminster Diocese, St Mary’s
University, Newman Catholic College, St James’
Catholic High School, and St Ignatius College will
be hosting a day of lectures and seminars
focusing on Outstanding Education in a Catholic
School on Monday 6 January. Candidates who wish
to attend are asked to complete the application
form by Wednesday 11 December, to be found at
https://www.cvms.co.uk/Teaching-School/CPDcourses/ and return this to the
teachingschool@cvms.co.uk. There is also a poster
in the porch with more details.

Art Exhibition entitled Journeys In Hope will have
a free open evening followed by a reception on 6
January at 6:00pm in Farm Street Church Hall, 114
Mount Street, London W1K 3AH. The exhibition
runs from 6 to 30 January from 9.30am to 8.30pm
Monday to Friday, and 9.30am to 3:00pm on Saturdays. It is closed on Sundays. There will also be
an auction night on Thursday 30 January from
6:00pm with a reception, guest speakers and
presentations (auction starts at 8:15pm). To book
your place please reserve your ticket via
Eventbrite. Please note that sealed bids can be
made by text to 07935 936 764.
Collecting Stamps. Caritas Deaf Service collects
old stamps to send to Macmillan Cancer Care. If
are able to collect your stamps over the festive
period and get them to your local Caritas
Development Worker by 12 January, that would be
much appreciated. Please cut round the stamps
leaving a border of approximately 1cm. Your
Caritas Development Worker is Minet Masho,
Kingsland Hub, Our Lady & St Joseph Church, 100A
Balls Pond Road, London N1 4AG. Many thanks.

English Class: The last session will be 16
December, the class resumes on 13 January 2020
at 10:00am. Thank you.
The Year of the Word starts with the Gospel of
Matthew. You may like to use a four-week “God
who Speaks Advent Course” and “Matthew Day-by
-Day” Guide available on the “God Who Speaks”
website http://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/
the-god-who-speaks/focus/. For further information on “The God Who Speaks, Year of the
Word 2020” see https://rcdow.org.uk/faith/
Day

Location

Monday

Upper Hall

Tuesday,

Upper Hall

Wednesday,

Time
10.00am-

English

12.00pm

Class

9.00am-

Mothers

11.30am

and

Thursday
Tuesday

Group

Toddlers
Upper Hall

2.00pm-

Over 50’s

3.00pm

Club

