ST JOHN’S WOOD

+30th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C —27 October 2019

CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,

Humility is Ever New
Recently | was in the church at night to lock the doors and put the
lights to rest. As | went about my business the words of this
Sunday’s Gospel were ringing in my mind. There | was serving the
people of God by endeavouring to steward well in His holy temple.
| was doing good, wasn’t | good?
The truth of the matter is that when any of us come into the
presence of the living God, who of us could stand? Although
honourable and virtuous deeds are important, as are acts of
selfless generosity, both pure faith and deed are inseparable, lest
we forget the divinely inspired advice of St James, “and | by my
works will show you my faith.” The sheer magnitude of realising
that we are in the presence of the Unutterable One renders all our
genuine efforts, humbly meant, remarkably small. And that does
not matter. It will always be thus. Could it be that in the very
encounter with Him who is everything, Him who is infinitely good,
that our hearts receive that call to conversion? We are melted by
His glory. This transforming never ends for us. And hopefully, we
desire it more and more, as it never cloys, never becomes dull, but
is as true and as real as life itself.
The Pharisee in today’s Gospel carries out his religious obligations
with excellence and commitment. But where is his heart? Is it more
interested in his self-perceived merit than in a personal encounter
with the living God? In the time of Jesus the Pharisee would have
been esteemed for his knowledge and example. A tax collector, on
the other hand, would have been known as one who worked for
the occupying Roman power, would dirty himself through his
connection with their money and taxes, and was possibly even dis-
honest in the taking of his own wage.
But Jesus, in Whom there is no darkness, tries to show us that it is
only the person who is humble in His presence, is always a beginner
in holiness, it is that person who has real hope of growing in virtue.
In this instance it is the man who is truly impure through his
outward activity, but whose heart is humble, who has the potential
to grow in virtue, the possibility of being exalted. “Unless the Lord
build the house, those who build it labour in vain.” Fr Ben

Mass Times:

Sunday
6.pm (Saturday)

9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir),
12.00 Noon (Choir), 6.00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tues, Weds:10.00
Mon: Funeral 12 noon
Thurs: 7.00pm
Fri: All Saints, 6.30, 10.00,
7.30pm
Sat: All Souls, 10.00, 6.00pm
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition
Daily 6.00am—Mlidnight
Confessions
Sat: 10.30—11.00,
5.15pm—5.45pm

Sunday Readings
Ecclesiasticus 35:12-14, 16-19
Psalm 33:2-3, 17-19
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14

Music
Palestrina - Missa Illlumina
oculos meos
Mouton - Benedicat Dominum

268 There's a wideness
233 King of Glory, King of
Peace

53 Lord Jesus, think on me
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Solemnity, All Saints, Holy Day of Obligation 1
December, Mass: 6.30, 10.00 (with St Joseph’s
School), 7.30pm.

Important: Collection of Certificates of
Attendance and Attendance Cards. We have
certificates and cards dating back to July 2016.
From 31 December any uncollected documents will
be destroyed. To collect certificates and cards
come to the Parish Office on Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, or Friday, 9.30am-1.30pm. Fr Kevin or Fr
Ben may need to see you, for example, because of
difficulty in reading some names on the cards.

Secondary School and Sixth Form Application
Forms For a priest’s reference, please contact the
Parish Office on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or
Friday, 9.30am-1.30pm, to make an appointment.

Westminster Senior Citizens Forum: 6 November,
Lord Mayor's Reception Room, Westminster City
Hall, 64 Victoria Street SW1 from 2:00 - 4:30 pm.
Please RSVP if you wish to attend: westminster-
scf@aol.com

EventRef ugee Cr i s iWadnekdaye/n
November, 7pm, hosted by the Central London
branch of the Council of Christians and Jews at the
West London Synagogue, W1H 5AU. Guest speaker
Barbara Winton, daughter of Sir Nicholas Winton,
also featuring an exhibition on the Revd James
Parkes, celebrated C20th campaigner against
antisemitism. See poster in the porch for further
details.

Vacancies Parish Administrator/Secretary, St
Margaret on Thames, 15 hrs/wk, closing date 28
October. Sacramental Co-ordinator, Hitchin
Parish, 17.5 hrs/wk, closing date 2 December. For
all vacancies visit https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk

Choirs Friday 1 November, All Saints, sung Mass
7.30pm. Saturday 2 November, All Souls’ Day, sung
Requiem Mass 6pm. Remembrance Sunday, 10 No-
vember, Mass will be a Requiem for the Fallen,
10.30am. Monday 9 December, the (moved)
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, sung Mass 7.30pm.

Society for Ecumenical Studies. Saints and Celeb-
rities: an ecumenical study afternoon, Friday 1 No-
vember, 2-5pm, Mount Street Jesuit Centre, 114
Mount Street, London W1K 3AH. Speakers: Revd
Dr Sarah Hall (URC) and Fr Dominic Robinson SJ. To
register: https:// www.eventbrite.com/e/saints-
and-celebrities-a-study-afternoon-for-all-saints-
day-tickets-73425029239. Non-members: £10.

Group for Fathers and Adult Men. Meeting for
the first time, Tuesday 12 November at the
presbytery, 8pm. Please email
Gladtobedad.sjw@gmail.com to confirm and bring
something to drink or eat. Will be a good
opportunity to spend time together.

Formation for Liturgical Ministers Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion, when: Thursday 14
November, 7-8.30pm, where: Vaughan House, 46
Francis Street, SW1P 1QN. Suggested donation £5.
For additional stimulating and excellent
opportunities do explore https://rcdow.org.uk/
faith/aff-events/.

Readers’ Recollection is on Saturday 30
November, 10am-1pm, to prepare for Advent.

Catholic Singles is an organisation which helps
single Catholics of all ages (over 18 years) meet
other single Catholics, either one to one or through
social events. For further information see poster in
the porch, visit www.catholicsingles.org.uk, or tel.
0161 941 3498.

Charity Opera Concert The Passage, a Christian
Charity working with homeless people, is holding a
fundraising concert at the Royal Festival Hall on
Tuesday 5 November, 7.30pm, on the theme Magic
of Italian Opera with Petroc Trelawny as presenter.
The music includes Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves
and Nessum Dorma with soloists Joyce El-Khoury,
Michael Fabiano, Clare Presland and Simon
Thorpe. For more details call 020 7592 1856 or
email tickets@passage.org.uk

Day Location Time Group
Monday Upper Hall [9.00am- English
12.00pm |Class
Tuesday, Upper Hall [9.00am- Mothers
Wednesday, 11.30am and
Thursday Toddlers
Tuesday Upper Hall |2.00pm- Over 50’s
3.00pm Club
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