CATHOLIC CHURCH OF OUR LADY,
ST JOHN’S WOOD
+24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C—15 September 2019
God Searches
It is a great privilege and joy to serve the people of God in the Parish
of Our Lady, St John’s Wood. I received the good news during June
just before my final exams, it spurred me on.
Maybe a few words about myself might be appropriate after having
arrived so recently. I was born in 1973 in London and for many years
sung as a treble at St John’s, Hampstead. From the age of eleven I
was educated at the Purcell School, a specialist music school, and
then at the Royal College of Music and London University. Underpinning my musical studies was the notion, the intuition that this great
language, music, had its true source in Another, in the loving and saving Author of all: Jesus, present in the Blessed Sacrament.
This deep truth eventually led me to be received into the Catholic
Church from Anglicanism. In 2011 I started seminary formation for
the Priesthood and was sent to the Venerable English College, Rome.
The formation in Rome is normally seven years, mine lasted eight;
year six (for nine months) was spent as a postulant at the Trappist
Cistercian Monastery in Leicestershire, Mount Saint Bernard Abbey.
This experience confirmed that my vocation to serve the Lord was
utterly rooted, yes, in prayer but also to be lived out in the world, at
the service of God’s people.
I think that there is a link between the readings this Sunday and the
impetus, the foundation of responding to a vocation from God. In
Exodus the people are impatient with God, they want Him according
to their own specifications and so they fashion a calf of molten metal
with their own hands. It is akin to saying, I want God but on my own
terms. In the Gospel we are introduced to a shepherd, a woman, and
a father who are ’pazzo d’amore, ebro d’amore, ’ crazed with love,
drunk with love, as St Catherine of Siena would say, for the lost
sheep, coin, and son. It is God who is searching for us, who never
ceases searching for us: it is in the very nature of God as a communion of Persons. It is only in His mercy and the Spirit that we are able
to build the gift which is our true life. I hope that each of us, in the
uniqueness of our lives and gifts, may grow in awareness of our total
dependence on His call to conversion and growth, whether we be
working, resting, or even making music!
Fr Ben

Mass Times:
Sunday
6.00pm (Saturday)
9.00 (Sung), 10.30 (Choir),
12.00 Noon (Choir), 6.00pm
Weekdays
Mon, Tues, Weds, Fri:10.00am
Thurs: 7.00pm
Sat: 10.00am
Rosary
After weekday Mass
Exposition
Daily 6.00am—Midnight
(not August)
Confessions
Sat 9.30am—10.00am,
5.15pm—5.45pm
Sunday Readings
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14
Ps 50:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19
Tim 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-32
Music
Victoria - Missa Pro Victoria
Byrd - Beata es virgo Maria
200 All my hope
242 Love divine
130 Sweet Sacrament Divine
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If you are sick or in hospital, please make it
known to the ward staff that you are a Catholic so
that arrangements can be made for a Catholic
Chaplain to visit you. Please let Fr Kevin or Fr Ben
know if you are housebound, even if it is just
temporarily, so we can arrange to visit you.
Altar Linen. Thank you so much to those who
have washed and ironed the altar linen in the
past. We are organising the rota again and are
hoping existing ones will continue (please let us
know) and new ones will join this vital work.
Sacramental Preparation (First Reconciliation
and First Holy Communion) 2019-20. Families are
invited to register for Sacramental preparation as
soon as possible. Our programme is designed as a
faith journey for children and parents to take
together - with full and on-going support from the
parish. Preparation is offered to families with
children in Year 3 or beyond in the current
Academic Year (2019/20), and who regularly
attend Sunday Mass at the Church of Our Lady.
Registration forms are at the back of the church
and can also be completed electronically on the
parish website (www.olsjw.org.uk). For further
information, please contact our Catechetical
Coordinator Margaret Wickware
margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. To sign up
for an hour’s watching with Our Blessed Lord, visit
ourlady.weadorehim.com or contact
michaelmuphy7531@gamil.com or see Fr Kevin
Lois Darley’s English classes recommence next
week, Monday Sept 16th, same time as previously: 10am-12 noon, Upper Hall. These classes help
adults learning English. Everyone welcome. Lois is
also hoping to recruit a volunteer tutor for the
elementary group. lois_darley@hotmail.com,
07761590240
Would the owner of the blue Nissan Micra,
V566JHK, please move their car from the left side
of the car park, the scaffolding above is being dismantled, 16-20 September. Many thanks.

The Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School – Admissions for September 2020. Year 7 admissions:
Tuesday 17 September & Thursday 26 September
2019. The Headmaster will speak at 4:30 pm and
6:00 pm. Guided tours of the school will follow
each speech. Year 12 (Sixth Form) admissions:
Thursday 3 October and on Tuesday 15 October
2019. The Headmaster will speak at 5:00 pm.
Guided tours of the school will follow his speech.
The last tour will be held at 6:00 pm.
CAFOD Information Afternoon - Wednesday 18
September 2:30pm—4:00pm, Oakwood, North
London. CAFOD will be hosting a supporter’s
information afternoon with a guest speaker, Laura
Ouseley, who has first- hand experience of our
work overseas. Come and hear how CAFOD is
helping communities, thanks to your support. The
meeting will take place at CAFOD’s Volunteer
Centre, 1st Floor, Church of Christ the King, 29
Bramley Road, Oakwood, London, N14 4HE.
Bookings taken on 0208 449 6970 or e mail
westminster@cafod.org.uk
Caritas Westminster invites anyone interested to
a session covering the basics about becoming a
volunteer on 25 September from 6.30pm—
8.30pm at Vaughan House, 46 Francis Street, London SW1P 1QN. Book by calling 020 7931 6077, or
emailing
caritaswestminster@rcdow.org.uk
or search for “Volunteering in the Community:
Getting Started” on Eventbrite.
On Saturday 28th September, please pray and fast
for the end of abortion and euthanasia in this
country. Your prayer and fasting is urgently needed as there was a large increase in the number of
abortions in this country last year. For details of
our live saving work see
www.GoodCounselNetwork.com
Hall Events
Day

Location

Time

Group

Tuesday,

Upper

9:00am-

Toddlers

Wednesday,
Maureen O’Shea, long-time parishioner for over
forty years, passed away on 8th September. Her
funeral will take place 1pm, 20th September, St
Mary’s Cemetary Chapel. May she rest in peace.

11:30am

Thursday
Tuesday

Upper

2.00pm-

Over 50’s

3.00pm

Club

