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6th SUNDAY OF EASTER - 26th May 2019

Dear Church of Our Lady Family,

It is love alone that
gives worth to all

I greet you in the love of Christ and in fellowship together in His grace! It has been a week since my
announcement that I know brought some surprise and sadness to many. I can assure you that I struggled very hard in making the decision that I did. After 22 years in ministry, stepping back, as I felt the
need to do, was the most arduous thing I have ever had to experience in my life. Since making this
announcement, I have received so many assurances of love and prayers from you all. I cannot tell you
how grateful I am for these. Reflecting over my past four years has been a tremendous joy for me. I have been able to recall
where we were when I arrived as a church community and where we are now. A friend and I were discussing that we probably
accomplished together in four years what would more than likely take eight years in other circumstances. This blessing is a
result of your spirit and the love of Christ living within you. I cannot say enough what an absolute joy and privilege it has been
to serve you and Christ as your Parish Priest. The love I have for all of you wells up within me and I am so proud to have been
able to serve you. I sincerely believe you have done more for me and my faith than you possibly will ever know. I have never
experienced the love from a people where I served in ministry that I have received from all of you. Please keep this spirit because your next Parish Priest will also need this same love and prayers from you.

I want to ask you all to do me a BIG favour and one that you and the Church will receive many blessings from. I am convinced
that the best thing we have done together is to start daily adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Adoring Christ and loving His
mother in our devotions to her has changed the atmosphere of this church whenever I enter it. I remember arriving and not
feeling so much prayer in the place, but now I can feel it from my desk and in my house as it flows outside the walls of our
church building. This act of love and prayer needs to increase by adding many more of you to take the hour a week and pray
and the frequency of this most important devotion to increase. This devotion will keep this parish strong and healthy and I
want to sincerely ask you, please do not let it go. Hold on to this and the beauty of our liturgies celebrated here with everything
you have. Support the music programme we have begun in the parish. Encourage both our senior and junior choirs and especially the work of Martin Toyer in all that he does. I have never been so blessed to be a part of a worshipping community who
treats our Lord and Lady with the love and respect that all of you do. Please do not lose this zeal! I want to hear of continued
reports of your love for our Lord and prayers that you offer even while I am now away from here. Support the parish team and
especially Louise and Margaret in their work. Love them as you have loved me.

As I prepare to serve our Lord in a new vineyard, I remain united with you in love and I look forward to our friendship continuing to grow. I do pray that all of you keep in touch with me and I would like to keep in touch with you. Uxbridge seems so far
away but I hope and pray that after I finish my studies and begin my work that I will be able to move back into Westminster
and be more near to you my friends and family. I very much feel that you are my family and your support for me during good
and bad times proves how deep the love of our baptismal sacrament runs in us all. If you ever wish to escape the city for a bit
of quiet, do come out to Uxbridge and have a meal with me. It’s far it seems but not really that far! I have a big garden to share
and I am always eager to put on the BBQ! My philosophy of ministry has always been, like Saint Paul, to share with you not
only the Gospel but my very life as well. This has been my greatest joy with you. Let us please remain in touch with one another and I will be in Bloomsbury quite a lot during my studies from September. I am happy to meet up for lunch or a drink
after work before heading home.

Finally, know most of all that I love you all very much! I hope to see all of you on Saturday 1 June from 12 noon in my garden
for the farewell BBQ. See the notices for what is needed and do come to share in food, fun, faith and fellowship! My new address is 2 New Peachey Lane, Uxbridge, UB8 3SU and my mobile number is 07823888611.

With all my love, prayers and all the very best wishes, Fr Jeff.

things.” “Let nothing
disturb thee; Let
nothing dismay thee:
All things pass;
God never changes.
Patience attains
All that it strives
for. He who has God
Finds he lacks nothing: God alone
suffices.”
—St Teresa of Avila

Mass Times:
Sunday
6pm (Saturday)
9, 10.30 (Solemn
High Mass), 12 &
6pm
Weekday
Mon, Tues,
Weds, Fri: 10am
Thurs: 7pm
Sat: 10am
Rosary
After weekday
Mass
Exposition
Daily from 6am –
Midnight
Confessions
Daily before
Mass
Sat 9.30-10am,
5.15-5.45pm
Or daily before
all
Masses

SECOND COLLECTION There will be a Second Collection both this
weekend and next weekend, for you to support Fr Jeff, at this stage of his
life. I’m sure you will all be most generous. Thank you in advance. Louise

LEAVING PARTY We will be having a Leaving Party for Fr Jeff on Saturday 1st June, 12noon onwards, all are most welcome. Please come and
help make this a day of joy and happiness; we need it to be a great send
off! The party will be a bring and share type, similar to Fr Jeff’s fiftieth
birthday celebration—there are lists at the back of the Church for you to
put in details of what you’re able to contribute. (Salad , cheese slices,
general barbeque food accompaniments etc. Please bring paper cups
and plates and glasses too, where you can.)
COOKS NEEDED! —we will need people to volunteer please to
cook for the Leaving party Barbeque so please do sign your name
on the relevant list at the back of the Church. Any queries to
Louise: stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD Thursday 30th May is The Feast of
the Ascension , a Solemn Sung Mass is to be celebrated in the evening
at 7.30pm , rather than the usual 7pm. Please note this is a Holy Day of
Obligation.
MINISTERS OF THE WORD If you haven’t
taken one already, THERE IS A NEW READING
ROTA, from May to October, for our Parish
Readers, now available for collection by the
Sacristy.
Farm Street You are cordially invited to the Solemn Dedication of the new front altar at Farm
Street Church of the Immaculate Conception,
114 Mount St, London W1K 3AH, by Cardinal
Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster,
on Wednesday June 19th 2019 at 6pm. Farm
Street If you would like to attend, RSVP by 1st
June 2019 to George McCombe, Farm Street Parish Administrator, on
(020)-7529-4829/ farmstreetoffice@rcdow.org.uk
Spirit in the City Festival 31 May & 1 June 2019. Theme 'Life to the Full'.
Catholic Faith Festival celebrating and witnessing faith in London's
Leicester Square. Starts Friday evening from 7pm in Notre Dame de
France Church. Saturday all day in the Square gardens. Includes live
stage music, street evangelization. For more information, contact Allegra,
info@spiritinthecity.org or call 0791 5537125. Or why not join the Mission
Team and help others encounter Christ through one of these areas? To
register as a helper, visit spiritinthecity.org

Sunday Readings (p273)
Acts 15:1-2, 22-29
Psalm 66.2-3,5-6,8 Rsp v4
Apocalypse 21:10-14,22-23
John 14:23-29
10.30am Music
Victoria - Missa Dum complerentur
Gombert - Tulerunt Dominum
meum
Hymns
242 Love Divine, all loves
excelling
55 My God I love thee
98 Love of the Father, love
of God the Son

Collect
Grant, almighty God, that
we may celebrate with
heartfelt devotion these
days of joy, which we
keep in honour of the risen Lord, and that what
we relive in remembrance we may always
hold to in what we do.
Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God for ever
and ever.
Amen.

Marriage Prep.
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Parish Office Hours
Mon—Fri: 9.30 - 13.30
(Closed on Wednesdays)

Parish Hall Activities
English Language Classes
Bank Holiday Closed
Parent & Toddler Group
Resumes 11th June
Tuesday-Over 50’s Group
2pm

The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for May
The Church in Africa, a Seed of
Unity. That the Church in Africa,
through the commitment of its
members, may be the seed of
unity among her peoples and a
sign of hope for this continent.

Spouse’s Corner
Only the inner values
of the person can sustain a stable relationship. To get to those
inner values, lovers
have to learn how to
entrust their hearts to
one another; they
have to learn how to
take their walls down,
let their masks fall,
and entrust their real
humanity, warts and
all, to each other. The
value of a wife who
loves her husband in
this way is “far beyond pearls,” Proverbs tells us. “Her
husband, entrusting
his heart to her, has
an unfailing prize.”

Catechist’s Corner

Last weekend, our Confirmation candidates
came together on both Saturday and Sunday to continue their preparations. Two
young men, Michael and William Lambert,
helped to lead discussions on “Why the Sacrament of Matrimony? and our Catholic
belief that ‘Human life must be respected
and protected absolutely from the moment of conception’. (CCC 2270).
Michael shared his experience at the recent March for Life in London.
(Learn more about the March for Life and plan for next year
www.marchforlife.co.uk/2019/05/20/what-an-amazing-pro-life-witness2019-summary/) On Sunday, our young people reflected on the great gift
that Christ himself instituted for each of us – the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Time and again, we can seek His mercy and forgiveness and be reconciled to Him - just as we were when we emerged from the baptismal font!
Please pray for our candidates who will be confirmed by Bishop Nicholas
Hudson at the 6pm Mass on 2 June.
Anyone interested in Sacramental Preparation please contact Margaret
Wickware at: margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk . We hope soon to have a
date for baptismal preparation classes.
Catholic History Walks If you haven’t been on one of these fascinating expeditions you might want to try; The City and the Tower, Tuesday 4th
June, 2.30pm, walk through the ancient City of London, meet at Monument
Tube Stations. For more information contact chwalkslondon@gmail.com
the cost is £5, the walks can take up to 2 hours. Please wear sensible shoes.
Job Vacancies: Diocese of Westminster job opportunities: Please visit our
website: https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/
Sacred Heart of Jesus One of our Parishioners has
kindly suggested a booklet, which is free to download from http://sacredheartofjesus.london/ - you
can click on this corresponding picture on the Site’s
homepage, to find the link to the download, which
may be of interest or help, for devotional use, as we
go towards June, the Church’s annual month of devotion to the Sacred Heart.
Sixth Form College Chaplain Full time or Term Time Only available, (41
weeks), 36 hours per week. Salary – Paid on the Sixth Form College nonteaching staff salary scale points circa point 39 to 43 + outer London allowance. Start date: August 27th 2019

SATURDAY
25th May
St Bede the Venerable, Priest & Doctor
----

Valerie Lush RIP (Anniv)
Sacrament of Reconciliation

+ 6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER - VIGIL

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sr Maria Goretti - Sick

SUNDAY
26th May
+ 6th SUNDAY OF EASTER
MONDAY
27th May
St Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop
Bank Holiday

09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

For the People of the Parish
Jean O'Reilly Intentions
Zuhair Family Intentions
Sr Brigid - Sick

08.00 Q
10.00

Emmanuel Oti RIP

TUESDAY
28th May
Easter Feria

Sebastiao da Rosa RIP

WEDNESDAY
29th May
Easter Feria or
St Paul VI, Pope.

Funeral Ann Woods RIP

THURSDAY
30th May
+The Ascension of the Lord
( Holy Day of Obligation )
FRIDAY
31st May
The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Friday Abstinence

For the People of the Parish

08.00 Q
10.00

SATURDAY
1st June
St Justin, Martyr
---+ 7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER - VIGIL
SUNDAY
2nd June
+ 7th SUNDAY OF EASTER

Private Intention

Private Intention
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Michael & Fadhila Hanna Shaikh Intentions
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Sr Brigid Intentions
Elena Hagenbucher in thanksgiving
Frances Uchea & Family in thanksgiving
Sacrament of Confirmation

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk / www.olsjw.org.uk

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Office Manager: Louise Allain
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer

