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3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER - 5th May 2019

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
In the Easter Season the liturgy offers us manifold incentives to strengthen our faith in the Risen Christ. Today, on the Third Sunday of Easter, for example, St Luke tells how the two disciples of Emmaus, after recognizing him “in the breaking of the bread” (Lk 24: 35), returned to
Jerusalem full of joy to tell the others what had happened to them. And just as they were speaking, the Lord appeared, showing them his hands and his feet with the signs of the Passion.
Then, in the face of the Apostles’ disbelief and wonder, Jesus had them give him some broiled
fish and ate it before their eyes (see Lk 24: 35-43). In this and in other accounts, one can discern a repeated invitation to overcome incredulity and believe in Christ’s Resurrection, since
his disciples are called to be witnesses precisely of this extraordinary event. The Resurrection
of Christ is central to Christianity. It is a fundamental truth to be reasserted vigorously in every

epoch, since to deny it, as has been, and continues to be attempted, or to transform it into a
purely spiritual event, is to thwart our very faith. St Paul states: “If Christ has not been raised,
then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain” (I Cor 15: 14).
In the days that followed the Lord’s Resurrection, the Apostles stayed together, comforted by
Mary’s presence, and after the Ascension they persevered with her in prayerful expectation of
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Pentecost. Our Lady was a mother and teacher to them, a role that she continues to play for
Christians of all times.
Every year, at Eastertide, we relive this experience more intensely and perhaps, precisely for
this reason, popular tradition has dedicated to Mary the month of May that normally falls be-

tween Easter and Pentecost. Consequently, this month which we begin tomorrow helps us to
rediscover the maternal role that she plays in our lives so that we may always be docile disciples and courageous witnesses of the Risen Lord.
Let us entrust to Mary the needs of the Church and of the whole world, especially at this time
which is marked by so many shadows. As we also invoke the intercession of St Joseph whom
we will commemorate tomorrow in a special way, thinking of the world of work, we turn to her
with the prayer of the Regina Caeli, a prayer that enables us to taste the comforting joy of the
Risen Christ’s presence.
Pope Benedict XVI , Saint Peter’s Square, Third Sunday of Easter, 30 April 2006
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In Sympathy We were contacted by the Liberal Jewish Synagogue this
week, they informed us that Rabbi Dr David J. Goldberg, OBE died on
Tuesday, 30th April, after a very long illness. As some of you knew him,
they have invited anyone who wishes to attend, to evening prayers, which
will be held on Tuesday 7th May 2019 at 8pm, at the Liberal Jewish Synagogue (28 St John’s Wood RoadNW8 7HA) following on from the Funeral,
which is to be a private service. A memorial service will be held at a later
date.
Irish Chaplaincy is looking for a Chair for its Board of Trustees. For more
information go to www.irishchaplaincy.org.uk /click on News and scroll
down.

Sunday Readings (p265)
Acts 5:27-32, 40-41
Psalm 29:2, 4-6, 11-13 rsp v 2
Apocalypse 5:11-14
John 21:1-19
10.30am Music
Lassus - Missa super Qual
Donna
Byrd - In resurrectione tua
Hymns

Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School Internship Physics and Maths Undergraduate Summer Internship Programme. The Cardinal Vaughan
School will be running a four-week Physics and Maths internship programme over the summer term offering undergraduate university students the opportunity to be placed in a number of schools in West, East
and North London. Participants will receive a £300 a week bursary for the
4-week programme, a total of £1200. For further information and to apply
go to BIT.LY/CVMSINTERNSHIP2019 .
If you are sick or in hospital, please make it known that you are a Catholic so that arrangements can be made for a Catholic Chaplain to visit you.

Eucharistic Adoration: If you haven’t signed up for one hour of prayer a
week before our Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament, then Eastertide is a great spiritual platform
to begin from. If you’ve fallen off
from your usual pattern and
need to find your way back, you
can always return. I would like
to thank Michael Murphy for his
hard work here and all that he
does to keep it going. Please do
sign up because all of us need to
be speaking to God in prayer
and there is no better place than
in His very real presence in the
Sacred Host. Out of 1,000 people
who come through our doors
each week, I pray that 50 people
will sign up to pray for one hour
a week! The light is on and Jesus
is waiting for you to visit Him.

Collect
May your people exult
for ever, O God, in renewed youthfulness of
spirit, so that, rejoicing
now in the restored glory
of our adoption, we may
look forward in confident hope to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Marriage Prep.
Please see Fr Jeff
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Parish Office Hours
Mon—Fri: 9.30 - 13.30
(Closed on Wednesdays)

Parish Hall Activities
English Language Classes
6th May /Bank Holiday No Class
Parent & Toddler Group
Tues, Weds (Soft Play)
Thurs (Music)
Tuesday-Over 50’s Group
The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for May
The Church in Africa, a Seed of
Unity. That the Church in Africa,
through the commitment of its
members, may be the seed of
unity among her peoples and a
sign of hope for this continent.

Spouse’s Corner
Supernatural Love is
what enables you to
keep loving your
spouse when at the
moment you are hard
pressed to find anything lovable about
them. It allows you to
keep in mind that everyday annoyances that
can drive you crazy –
the unmade bed, the
car left on empty, the
squeezing of the toothpaste tube in the middle.. are small items in
the overall scope of
things. How? By making you aware that love
is a decision, not just a
feeling, and that you
can decide to love as
God loves – freely and
endlessly.
Mother Angelica

Catechist’s Corner
Rehearsal for First Holy Communion Tuesday 7th May at 4.30pm.
Next Weekend: FIRST HOLY COMMUNION We are truly delighted that
42 children will receive their First Holy Communion here on the weekend
of 11/12 May over three Masses. Please pray that they will continue to
grow closer to Christ as they journey in faith with their parish community. We salute their parents who have journeyed with them to pass on the
gift of faith to their children - heart-to-heart. PLEASE NOTE: A number
of children will receive their FHC at the regular noon Mass on Sunday, 12
May. There will be many visitors to our parish that day and the Church
will be full to capacity! If you are a regular parishioner at the noon Mass
and not involved in the First Holy Communion celebration, you may wish
to attend an alternate Mass.
Anyone interested in Sacramental Preparation please contact Margaret
Wickware at: margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk .
Lifefest 19—11th May Once again as the summer rolls in, the UK is having its March for Life, walk of witness for the thousands of unborn children killed in abortion. Last year’s
success of moving the venue from
Birmingham to London meant hundreds more could attend. The day
starts with events from 9.30am onwards at the Emmanuel Centre
(SW1P 3DW) and Westminster
Church House (SW1P 3BN). There
are keynote speakers, educational workshops, live music, pro-life merchandise, pro-life kids corner (face painting, crafts, games), selfie stands and
more. This does need registration and some of it is ticketed, so you need to
go to https:
www.marchforlife.co.uk/
lifefest-19/ . In the afternoon is
the March for Life, which
starts at 2pm, and needs no registration, just turn up! Leaving
from the back of Westminster
Church House (SW1P 3BN).
One of this year’s special
speakers will be Obianuju
Ekeocha, who many of you will
know from social media. Leaflets are available at the back of
the Church. Do please take one.
Job Vacancies: Diocese of
Westminster job opportunities:
Please visit our website:
https://jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

SATURDAY
4th May
The English Martyrs
--+ 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER - VIGIL
SUNDAY
5th May
+ 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER
MONDAY (Bank Holiday)
6th May
Easter Feria

Holy Souls
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Private Intention
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

For the People of the Parish
Maria Gomez RIP (10th Anniv)
Angela Scouller RIP
Ursula Duric RIP

08.00 Q
10.00

Mary Peter RIP

TUESDAY
7th May
Easter Feria

Mahir Intentions (Birthday)

WEDNESDAY
8th May
Easter Feria

Maria Gomez RIP

THURSDAY
9th May
Easter Feria
FRIDAY
10th May
Easter Feria
(Friday Abstinence)

Mass in Thanksgiving

08.00 Q
10.00

SATURDAY
11th May
Easter Feria

Theresa Nathan RIP
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sacrament of First Holy Communion
Sacrament of First Holy Communion

---

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Hugo Alejandro Albornoz RIP

+ 4th SUNDAY OF EASTER - VIGIL
SUNDAY
12th May
(World Day of Prayer for Vocations )
+ 4th SUNDAY OF EASTER

Funeral Mass for Mrs Raymonde Longville

09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Private Intention
Henry Marshall RIP (4th Anniv)
First Holy Communions
For the People of the Parish

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk /www.olsjw.org.uk

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Office Manager: Louise Allain
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer

