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Continuing from Previous Weeks: Manifesto of Faith—Cardinal Gerhard Müller
Moral Law
Faith and life are inseparable, for Faith apart from works is dead (CCC 1815). The moral
law is the work of divine wisdom and leads man to the promised blessedness (CCC 1950).
Consequently, the "knowledge of the divine and natural law is necessary" to do good and reach this goal
(CCC 1955). Accepting this truth is essential for all people of good will. For he who dies in mortal sin
without repentance will be forever separated from God (CCC 1033). This leads to practical consequences
in the lives of Christians, which are often ignored today (cf 2270-2283; 2350-2381). The moral law is not
a burden, but part of that liberating truth (cf Jn 8:32) through which the Christian walks on the path of
salvation and which may not be relativized.
Eternal Life
Many wonder today what purpose the Church still has in its existence, when even bishops prefer to be
politicians rather than to proclaim the Gospel as teachers of the Faith. The role of the Church must not be
watered down by trivialities, but its proper place must be addressed. Every human being has an immortal
soul, which in death is separated from the body, hoping for the resurrection of the dead (CCC 366).
Death makes man's decision for or against God definite. Everyone has to face the particular judgement
immediately after death (CCC 1021). Either a purification is necessary, or man goes directly into heavenly bliss and is allowed to see God face to face. There is also the dreadful possibility that a person will
remain opposed to God to the very end, and by definitely refusing His Love, "condemns himself immediately and forever" (CCC 1022). “God created us without us, but He did not want to save us without
us” (CCC 1847). The eternity of the punishment of hell is a terrible reality, which - according to the testimony of Holy Scripture - attracts all who “die in the state of mortal sin” (CCC 1035). The Christian goes
through the narrow gate, for “the gate is wide, and the way that leads to ruin is wide, and many are upon
it” (Mt 7:13).
To keep silent about these and the other truths of the Faith and to teach people accordingly is the greatest
deception against which the Catechism vigorously warns. It represents the last trial of the Church and
leads man to a religious delusion, “the price of their apostasy” (CCC 675); it is the fraud of Antichrist.
“He will deceive those who are lost by all means of injustice; for they have closed themselves to the love
of the truth by which they should be saved” (2 Thess 2:10).
Call
As workers in the vineyard of the Lord, we all have a responsibility to recall these fundamental truths by
clinging to what we ourselves have received. We want to give courage to go the way of Jesus Christ with
determination, in order to obtain eternal life by following His commandments (CCC 2075).
Let us ask the Lord to let us know how great the gift of the Catholic Faith is, through which opens the
door to eternal life. “For he that shall be ashamed of me, and of my words, in this adulterous and sinful
generation: The Son of Man also will be ashamed of him, when He shall come in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.” (Mark 8:38). Therefore, we are committed to strengthening the Faith by confessing the truth which is Jesus Christ Himself.
We too, and especially we bishops and priests, are addressed when Paul, the Apostle of Jesus Christ,
gives this admonition to his companion and successor, Timothy: “I charge thee, before God and Jesus
Christ, Who shall judge the living and the dead, by His coming, and His kingdom: Preach the word: be
instant in season, out of season: reprove, entreat, rebuke in all patience and doctrine. For there shall be a
time, when they will not endure sound doctrine; but, according to their own desires, they will heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears: And will indeed turn away their hearing from the truth, but will
be turned unto fables. But be thou vigilant, labour in all things, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil thy
ministry. Be sober.” (2 Tim 4:1-5).
May Mary, the Mother of God, implore for us the grace to remain faithful without wavering to the
confession of the truth about Jesus Christ. United in faith and prayer

Mass Times:
Sunday
6pm (Saturday)
9, 10.30 (Solemn
High Mass), 12 &
6pm
Weekday
Mon, Tues,
Weds, Fri: 10am
Thurs: 7pm
Sat: 10am
Rosary
After weekday
Mass
Exposition
Daily from 6am –
Midnight
Confessions
Daily before
Mass
Sat 9.30-10am,
5.15-5.45pm
Or daily before
all
Masses

Ash Wednesday Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent; Ashes will be distributed at all Masses. There is a 10am Mass. (Propers for the Mass are found on Pg
149 of the Parish Mass Book) and there is also a Solemn Sung Mass at 7.30pm.

Father Jeff Away on Break: Fr Jeff returns next Wednesday. Just a reminder that while he is away, Fr Paul Richardson is covering the parish
and he can be reached after any Mass. You can also phone the office during office hours and ask Louise for any assistance, if there is an urgent
need of a priest while Fr Jeff is away.
St Joseph’s Men’s Group: For ALL MEN in the parish, Fr Jeff would like
to build up again the St Joseph’s Group of men in the church for meetings
of food, faith, fun and fellowship. The aim is to meet six times a year and
if you are interested, please sign your name and email on the contact list
in the back of the church and we will contact you and announcements for
our first meeting will be coming in the newsletter, so please do watch out
for these. The Summer meetings can be in the garden with BBQ food and
drink! We look forward to having these regular meetings with speakers.
Donations to cover the cost of travel and honorarium for speakers will be
taken. Food and drink will be a “bring and share.”
Eucharistic Adoration: If you haven’t signed up for one hour of prayer a
week before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, then getting ready for
Lent and all during Lent is a great time to get things started. If you’ve fallen off from your usual pattern and need to find your way back, you can
always return. I would like to thank Michael Murphy for his hard work
here and all that he does to keep it going. Please do sign up because all of
us need to be speaking to God in prayer and there is no better place than
in His very real presence in the Sacred Host. Out of 1,000 people who
come through our doors each week, I pray that 50 people will sign up to
pray for one hour a week!
The light is on and Jesus is
waiting for you to visit
Him.
Mass Intentions We have
some spaces in our Mass
Intentions, so do come to
the Office and have a Mass
offered for a loved one or
your own intentions. Alternatively, fill out an envelope at the back of the
Church with your intention
and stipend and give to Fr
Jeff after Mass. If you want
a specific date, make sure
you provide a contact number so we can make sure if
that day isn’t available you
know the dates which are
on offer.

Sunday Readings (p.144)
Ecclesiasticus 27: 4-7
Psalm 91:2-3, 13-16 response
cf v 2
1 Corinthians 15:54-58
Luke 6:39-45
10.30am Music
Victoria - Missa Ave Regina
caelorum
Palestrina - Ave Regina
Caelorum
Hymns
198 All creatures of our God
and King
110 Praise to the Lord
53

Lord Jesus, think on me
Collect

Grant us, O Lord, we pray,
that the course of our world
may be directed by your
peaceful rule and that your

Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion.
Through Our Lord Jesus
Christ, you Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Baptism Prep
Next Course starts
Saturday 16th March
Marriage Prep.
Please see Fr Jeff
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Parish Office Hours
Mon—Fri: 9.30 - 13.30

Parish Hall Activities
English Language Classes
Monday 10am
Parent & Toddler Group
Tues, Weds (Soft Play)
Thurs (Music)
Tuesday-Over 50’s Group
2pm
The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for
Evangelization: Recognition of
the Right of Christian Communities. That Christian communities,
especially those who are persecuted, feel that they are
close to Christ and
have their rights respected .

Spouse’s Corner
Love seeks to give, to enrich

to cherish and comfort, to
support, ultimately to bring
closer to God where alone
true and lasting happiness
can be found. Therefore,
love is of its very nature unselfish. Love is pure attention to the existence of another, its motto, 'Not what I
want, but what you want',
like Christ's.

Catholic History Walks The next Catholic History Walk is in Richmond,
on Sunday 10th March at 3.30pm; meet at St Elizabeth’s Church, The Vineyard, TW10 6AQ. Nearest Station and Tube: Richmond. If you would like
more information, contact chwalkslondon@gmail.com or find the group on
Facebook or see catholichistorywalks.com. The cost is £5, concessions available. It’s suggested to wear sensible footwear and plan for the weather.
London 40 Days for Life Pre-Campaign Hour of Prayer. Lead by Monsignor Keith Newton, 6pm-7pm Tuesday 5th March, Outside Marie Stopes
abortion centre, 108 Whitfield Street, London W1T 5BE (nearest tube: Warren St – Northern/Victoria lines) Through God’s Grace 40 Days for Life
have saved the lives of over 15,000 babies from abortion. Sarah 07776
256838, email: London40daysforlife@hotmail.com

Lately Dead Of your mercy please pray for the soul of Chris Porter recently deceased; for those who may wish to attend, his funeral will take place
on 8th March, 12.30pm at Church of Our Lady of the Rosary, Old Marylebone Road, NW1 5QT.
Save The Dates-Sunday March 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st at 4pm -As Catholics, the Mass is the centre of our Faith. We know all the responses. We
know all the gestures. But do we know what it all means? This DVD series
will help us (re)discover the riches of the liturgy. You will see, why you say
what you say, and do what you do, every week at Mass. The presenter, Dr.
Edward Sri is a theologian, author and wellknown Catholic speaker
who appears regularly on
EWTN.
Westminster Cathedral
Choir Presents : Stabat
Mater Wednesday 20th
March, there is an evening
of readings and polyphony, which includes works
by Victoria, Lotti, Bruckner and Tallis, culminating in Palestrina’s 8-part
setting of the Stabat Mater. Tickets priced £30/£15
are available at https://
www.ticketmaster.co.uk/
stabat-mater-london-2003-2019/event/1F0056369E1F570E
Job Vacancies If you or your friends and family are looking for a new opportunity try the Diocese of Westminster website https://
jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

Anyone interested in Sacramental Preparation, please contact Margaret
Wickware at margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk

SATURDAY
2nd March
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
--8th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL
SUNDAY
3rd March
8th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
MONDAY
4th March
Feria or St Casimir

In Thanksgiving
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Mr & Mrs Liyanage RIP (40 Years)
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

For the People of the Parish
Simon Holden RIP
Christina Intentions
Holy Souls

08.00 Q
10.00

Abang Family Intentions

TUESDAY
5th March
Feria

Brenda Azario Intentions

WEDNESDAY
6th March
Ash Wednesday
Fast & Abstinence

Osang James Abang RIP (Recently Departed)
People of the Parish (Solemn Sung Mass)

THURSDAY
7th March
Lent Feria or Ss Perpetua & Felicity, Martyrs
FRIDAY
8th March
Lent Feria or St John of God, Religious

Holy Souls

08.00 Q
10.00

SATURDAY
9th March
Lent Feria or St Frances of Rome, Religious
--1st SUNDAY OF LENT VIGIL

SUNDAY
10th March
1st SUNDAY OF LENT

For the Sick of the Parish
In Thanksgiving
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Holy Souls

09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

For the People of the Parish
Osang James Abang RIP (Recently Departed)
For Peace of Mind (Intentions of Christina)
Terence Driver RIP (1st Anniv)

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
www.olsjw.org.uk

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Office Manager: Louise Allain
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer

