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Continuing from last week: Manifesto of Faith—Cardinal Gerhard Müller
Sacramental Order
The Church is the universal sacrament of salvation in Jesus Christ (CCC 776). She does not
reflect herself, but the light of Christ, which shines on her face. But this happens only when
the truth revealed in Jesus Christ becomes the point of reference, rather than the views of a majority or
the spirit of the times; for Christ Himself has entrusted the fullness of grace and truth to the Catholic
Church (CCC 819), and He Himself is present in the sacraments of the Church.
The Church is not a man-made association whose structure its members voted into being at their will. It
is of divine origin. "Christ himself is the author of ministry in the Church. He set her up, gave her authority and mission, orientation and goal (CCC 874). The admonition of the Apostle is still valid today, that
cursed is anyone who proclaims another gospel, “even if we ourselves were to give it or an angel from
heaven” (Gal 1:8). The mediation of faith is inextricably bound up with the human credibility of its messengers, who in some cases have abandoned the people entrusted to them, unsettling them and severely
damaging their faith. Here the Word of Scripture describes those who do not listen to the truth and who
follow their own wishes, who flatter their ears because they cannot endure sound doctrine (cf. 2 Tim 4:34).
The task of the Magisterium of the Church is to “preserve God’s people from deviations and defections”
in order to “guarantee them the objective possibility of professing the true faith without error” (890).
This is especially true with regard to all seven sacraments. The Holy Eucharist is “source and summit of
the Christian life” (CCC 1324). The Eucharistic Sacrifice, in which Christ includes us in His Sacrifice of
the Cross, is aimed at the most intimate union with Him (CCC 1382). Therefore, the Holy Scripture admonishes with regard to the reception of the Holy Communion: “Whoever eats unworthily of the bread
and drinks from the Lord's cup makes himself guilty of profaning the body and of the blood of the
Lord” (1 Cor 11:27). “Anyone conscious of a grave sin must receive the sacrament of Reconciliation before coming to communion” (CCC 1385). From the internal logic of the sacrament, it is understood that
civilly remarried divorcees, whose sacramental marriage exists before God, as well as those Christians
who are not in full communion with the Catholic Faith and the Church, just as all who are not properly
disposed, cannot receive the Holy Eucharist fruitfully (CCC 1457) because it does not bring them to salvation. To point this out corresponds to the spiritual works of mercy.
The confession of sins in Holy Confession at least once a year is one of the Church’s commandments
(CCC 2042). When the believers no longer confess their sins and no longer experience the absolution of
their sins, salvation becomes impossible; after all, Jesus Christ became Man to redeem us from our sins.
The power of forgiveness that the Risen Lord has given to the Apostles and their successors in the ministry of bishops and priests applies also for mortal and venial sins which we commit after Baptism. The
current popular practice of confession makes it clear that the conscience of the faithful is not sufficiently
formed. God's mercy is given to us, that we might fulfil His Commandments to become one with His
Holy Will, and not so as to avoid the call to repentance (CCC 1458).
“The priest continues the work of redemption on earth” (CCC 1589). The ordination of the priest “gives
him a sacred power” (CCC 1592), which is irreplaceable, because through it Jesus becomes sacramentally present in His saving action. Therefore, priests voluntarily opt for celibacy as "a sign of new
life" (CCC 1579). It is about the self-giving in the service of Christ and His coming kingdom. With a
view to receiving the ordination in the three stages of this ministry, the Church is “bound by the choice
made by the Lord Himself. That is why it is not possible to ordain women” (CCC 1577). To imply that
this impossibility is somehow a form of discrimination against women shows only the lack of understanding for this sacrament, which is not about earthly power but the representation of Christ, the Bridegroom of the Church.

Mass Times:
Sunday
6pm (Saturday)
9, 10.30 (Solemn
High Mass), 12 &
6pm
Weekday
Mon, Tues,
Weds, Fri: 10am
Thurs: 7pm
Sat: 10am
Rosary
After weekday
Mass
Exposition
Daily from 6am –
Midnight
Confessions
Daily before
Mass
Sat 9.30-10am,
5.15-5.45pm
Or daily before
all
Masses

Father Jeff Away on Break: Just a reminder that Fr Jeff is away until 5th
March. While he is away, Fr Paul Richardson will be covering the parish
and he can be reached after any Mass. You can also phone the office during office hours and ask Louise for any assistance if there is an urgent
need of a priest while Fr Jeff is away.
St Joseph’s Men’s Group: For ALL MEN in the parish, Fr Jeff would like
to build up again the St Joseph’s Group of men in the church for meetings
of food, faith, fun and fellowship. The aim is to meet six times a year and
if you are interested, please sign your name and email on the contact list
in the back of the church and we will contact you and announcements for
our first meeting will be coming in the newsletter, so please do watch out
for these. The Summer meetings can be in the garden with BBQ food and
drink! We look forward to having these regular meetings with speakers.
Donations to cover the cost of travel and honorarium for speakers will be
taken. Food and drink will be a “bring and share.”
The Laurels School are hosting an Open Day at their beautiful riverside
building, 1 Chelsea Embankment, London SW3 4LG on Saturday 2nd
March 2019 from 1pm to 3pm. There will be a Headmistress’s talk at
1.30pm and 2.30pm. Admissions are welcome for all years including
Sixth Form. If you would like more information or to book please contact:
enquiries@thelaurelsschool.org.uk (0208 674 7229) https://
www.thelaurelsschool.org.uk/
Eucharistic Adoration: If you haven’t signed up for one hour of prayer a
week before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, then getting ready for
Lent and all during Lent is a great time to get things started. If you’ve fallen off from your usual pattern and need to find your way back, you can
always return. I would like to thank Michael Murphy for his hard work
here and all that he does to
keep it going. Please do sign
up because all of us need to
be speaking to God in prayer and there is no better
place than in His very real
presence in the Sacred Host.
Out of 1,000 people who
come through our doors
each week, I pray that 50
people will sign up to pray
for one hour a week! The
light is on and Jesus is waiting for you to visit Him.
Mass Intentions We have
some spaces in our Mass
Intentions, so do come to
the Office and have a Mass
offered for a loved one or
your own intentions.

Sunday Readings (p.141)
1 Samuel 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 2223
Psalm 102.1-4, 8, 10, 12-13
1 Corinthians 15:45-49
Luke 6.27-38
10.30am Music
Clemens non Papa - Missa
Misericorde
Palestrina - Pulchra es Amica
Mea
Hymns
96
Holy, holy, holy! Lord
God Almighty
92 Come Down O Love Divine
73

At the Lamb's high
feast we sing
Collect

Grant, we pray, almighty
God, that, always pondering
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and

deed that which is pleasing
to you. Through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you in
the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen

Baptism Prep
Next Course starts
Saturday 16th March
Marriage Prep.
Please see Fr Jeff
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Parish Office Hours
Mon—Fri: 9.30 - 13.30

Parish Hall Activities
English Language Classes
Monday 10am
Parent & Toddler Group
Tues, Weds (Soft Play)
Thurs (Music)
Tuesday-Over 50’s Group
2pm
The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for February:

London 40 Days for Life Pre-Campaign Hour of Prayer. Lead by Monsignor Keith Newton, 6pm-7pm Tuesday 5th March, Outside Marie Stopes
abortion centre, 108 Whitfield Street, London W1T 5BE (nearest tube: Warren St – Northern/Victoria lines) Through God’s Grace 40 Days for Life
have saved the lives of over 15,000 babies from abortion. Sarah 07776
256838, email: London40daysforlife@hotmail.com
Catholic Union of Great Britain and the Catholic Union Charitable Trust
invite you to a Sung Mass celebrated by His Eminence, Cardinal Vincent
Nichols at Farm Street Church at 6pm, Thursday 28th February 2019. There
is a Reception afterwards, which you are warmly invited to, though if you
do wish to attend please let info@catholicunion.org.uk know.

Universal – Victims
For a generous welcome to
the victims of human trafficking, enforced prostitution,
and violence.

Save The Dates-Sunday March 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st at 4pm -As Catholics, the Mass is the centre of our Faith. We know all the responses. We
know all the gestures. But do we know what it all means? This DVD series
will help us (re)discover the riches of the liturgy. You will see, why you say
what you say, and do what you do, every week at Mass. The presenter, Dr.
Edward Sri is a theologian, author and well-known Catholic speaker who
appears regularly on EWTN.

Spouse’s Corner

Westminster Cathedral Choir Presents : Stabat Mater Wednesday 20th
March, there is an evening of readings and polyphony, which includes
works by Victoria, Lotti, Bruckner and Tallis, culminating in Palestrina’s 8part setting of the Stabat
Mater. Tickets priced £30/
£15 are available at https://
www.ticketmaster.co.uk/
stabat-mater-london-2003-2019/
event/1F0056369E1F570E

“The beginning of love is

the will to let those we
love be perfectly themselves, the resolution not
to twist them to fit our
own image. If in loving
them we do not love
what they are, but only

their potential likeness to
ourselves, then we do not
love them: we only love
the reflection of ourselves we find in them”
Thomas Merton

St David’s Day We celebrate the feast of St David,
bishop and patron of
Wales, on Friday; for
those who may be interested there is a concert in
aid of The Passage , taking
place at 7pm at the Methodist Central Hall in Westminster, compered by Edward Stourton.
Email tickets@passage.org.uk or call 020 7592 1850, for more information.
Job Vacancies If you or your friends and family are looking for a new opportunity try the Diocese of Westminster website https://
jobs.rcdow.org.uk/

Anyone interested in Sacramental Preparation, please contact Margaret
Wickware at margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk

SATURDAY
23rd February

Holy Souls
Sacrament of Reconciliation

St Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr

--7th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL

SUNDAY
24th February
7th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
MONDAY
25th February

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Leo Bantleman
(In Thanksgiving & For Health)
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

In Thanksgiving for Jacob
Mary Lockhart RIP (Anniv)
Andrew Uchea RIP
For the People of the Parish

08.00 Q
10.00

Alex Roedy & Family (Intentions)

Feria

TUESDAY
26th February

Theresa Nathan RIP
(For the Nathan Family)

Feria

WEDNESDAY
27th February
Feria

Private Intention

THURSDAY
28th February

Holy Souls

Feria

FRIDAY
1st March
St David, Bishop, Patron of Wales

08.00 Q
10.00

SATURDAY
2nd March
Blessed Virgin Mary on Saturday
--8th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL

SUNDAY
3rd March
8th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

For the People of the Parish
In Thanksgiving
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Mr & Mrs Liyanage RIP (40 years)

09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

For the People of the Parish
Simon Holden RIP
Christina (Intentions)
Holy Souls

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
www.olsjw.org.uk
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Office Manager: Louise Allain
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer
Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware

