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2nd SUNDAY OF LENT– 25th February 2018

A WORD FROM FR JEFF

Why Do We Gave to go to Confession to Receive God’s Forgiveness?
This week’s newsletter is asking this important question and Matthew Pinto gives us a great answer to it. Motive the connection between the reconciliation of God and us with our reconciliation with others. (CCC=Catechism of the Catholic Church)
Why confession? Because God wants to reach us through the Church, the community of believers (1 Thess. 5:1213). He wants us to be a family (1 Tim. 3:15). So He gave us spiritual fathers
in the priesthood. The priests have the authority to administer His forgiveness to us (CCC 1461).
Whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven. Whose sins you retain, they are retained, Jesus told
the apostles (Jn. 20:23).
Actually, we can go directly to God, but also through His Church. God sees the two as linked
(Lk. 10:16, CCC 858). Our sin, even if we suppose it is only against God, robs our fellow believers of something of our being in communion with God and them. It diminishes the power of
the Church because sin cuts us off from full communion together in the Holy Spirit (CCC 953).
We become like a dead limb, just barely hanging on. Dead limbs can be harmful to the tree
(Rom. 11:2022).
The Church, you see, is like a body (Eph. 5:23, CCC 817). When one member suffers, the whole
body suffers. To be reconciled, we must not only repent before God, we must also have reconciliation with the Church. Thats the way God wants it (CCC 1469).
Remember what Jesus said we must do if were making an offering to God and we recall that
someone has a grievance against us? He said we should be reconciled with our brother first, then
make our offering to God (Mt. 5:2126). Why is that? Because reconciliation with God and with
His people are tied together.

Confession also helps build the virtue of humility. Humility is the first step towards true repentance (Mt. 23:12). Because pride is the root of all sin, an act of humility such as confessing to a
priest will help push out the pride in our lives (Ez.16:4950). St. Teresa of Avila described humility as honesty. We are able to honestly focus on our faults. In addition, the priest can keep us
more objective about our sins. The priest can also give you a concrete plan of action to avoid sin
in the future. If we go directly to God in the privacy of our own home, we can deceive ourselves. We can either be too harsh or lenient.”
There is no sin God cannot forgive and there is no shame that should keep you from the grace
provided by this sacrament. Believe me, when you humble yourself before God and confess
with a desire for an amendment of life God frees you from the stranglehold that the weight of
our sin has on us. So, come to have that weight removed!

The way to attain the virtue of
mercy lies in
our constant
awareness of
being encompassed by mercy.—Dietrich
von Hildebrand

Mass Times:
Sunday
6pm (Saturday)
9, 10.30, 12 & 6pm
Weekday
Mon-Fri: 10am
Thurs: 7pm
Sat: 10am
Rosary
After weekday
Mass
Exposition
Daily from 6am –
Midnight
Confessions
Daily before Mass
Sat 10.30-11am,
5.15-5.45pm
Or daily before all
Masses

Fr Jeff is looking to invest in our garden in the front of the church to keep gardening costs down on weeding. He received the quote below for the chips and the
labour. It will last for up to ten years!!! Material cost 7 bulk bags of premium quality pine nuggets bark 30-60 mm £1092. Labour cost around £700-800. Please let Fr
Jeff know if you would like to donate to keep our grounds welcoming and beautiful!
Cardinal’s Mass of Thanksgiving for the Sacrament of Matrimony Westminster
Cathedral, Saturday 19th May 2018 at 3pm.The Cardinal will be inviting to this
Mass all couples in the Diocese who are celebrating their 5th 10th, 25th, 30th,
40th, 50th and 60th (and every year over 60) wedding anniversary of Catholic
marriage in 2018. If you are celebrating an anniversary, please give your parish
clergy the following details: husband and wife’s names, wedding date, full postal
address and email (or telephone number, if no email).
Seven Deadly Sins & Alternative Virtues-Fr Jeff will be running a 6 week course
every Friday throughout Lent, 8-8.45pm in the Upper Hall, exploring these
themes. The second session is on Friday 2nd March.
Stations of the Cross will be on every Friday throughout Lent at 7 pm
Linen Rota-Thank you to everyone who volunteered to be part of the Church's
linen rota. The linen team is in charge of washing and ironing the white cloths
used to clean the chalice containing the Blood of Christ. Please pick up the new
rota at the Sacristy.
Linen Rota-If you were unable to sign up to the linen rota, but would like to be
an emergency contact (a 30-minute commitment every 2.5 months), please email
Regina at reginaboet@yahoo.com. Many thanks!
A reminder that from this
Thursday, 1st March, our
Mass Schedule is changing
and Daily Mass times will
be as follows: Monday- 9
am, Tuesday- 9 am,
Wednesday- 10am, Thursday- 7pm (Evening Mass
Only), Friday- 9 am, Saturday- 9 am

Sunday Readings (p.151)
Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18
Psalm 115:10, 15-19
Romans 8:31-34
Mark 9:2-10
Music at 10.30 Mass
Handl - Missa ad imitationem
Pater noster
G. Gabrieli - Miserere Mei
Hymns
225 Immortal, Invisible
55 My God I love thee, not because
112 Alleluia, sing to Jesus

Collect
O God, who have commanded us to listen to
your beloved Son, be
pleased , we pray, to nourish us inwardly by your
word, that, with spiritual
sight made pure, we may
rejoice to behold your glory.
Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen
Baptism Prep Group
Next Meeting T.B.C.
Marriage
Please see Fr Jeff
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Union of Catholic Mothers
Monday 19th Feb at 8pm
St
Josephs Fellowship
Next Meeting T.B.C.
Parish Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30

Parish Hall

Make this Lent Count!

Activities
Monday
English Language Classes
Tues, Weds (Soft Play), Thurs
(Music)
Parent & Toddler Group
9.30-11.30am
Tuesday
Over 50’s Group

The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for February:

Universal:
Say “No” to Corruption That
those who have material, political or spiritual power may
resist any lure of corruption.

Following Christ focuses on the development of daily tools and pr actices that you
can use to develop your faith and grow in the understanding of Christ as our Lord and
Saviour- to follow Him as Catholic Disciples.
Sessions will focus on
· daily personal prayer,
· hearing God in Scripture,
· the power of the Sacraments,
· forgiving one another, and
· the Spirit empowered life.

Spouse’s Corner
If God is self-forgetting
love even to the point of
death, then we must be
such love. If God is willing to break open his
own heart, then we must
be willing to break open
our hearts for others. The
Cross, in short, must become the very structure
of the Christian life. The
paradox of the Christian
life is losing one’s life to
gain it and the opposite
of holding on to one’s life
where it is lost is upsidedown thinking for the
world. Living this way in
marriage puts us rightside up and our marriage
then preaches the grace
of the gospel. Are you
truly dying to yourself?

Five Thursday mornings, next session is on Thursday 1st March, in the Upper Hall,
at 12 noon-1:15pm (Br ing your lunch, coffee and tea will be pr ovided)
Please contact margaretwickware@rcdow.org.uk for more information

Music At The 10.30 Mass

Jacob Handl (1550-1591) - Missa ad imitationem Pater noster
Handl’s ‘Missa ad imitationem Pater noster’ is based on his own 8 part setting of the Lord’s prayer. He
uses the 8 voices in various ways: often treating them as two ‘standard’ four part choirs, but more often contrasting the four upper parts against the lower four. For much of the mass, a melody inspired
by the plainchant Pater Noster, is set against a faster, more dynamic line. For the second Kyrie and
the Hosanna, he moves into a lilting triplet rhythm: something not found in his original motet.
Giovanni Gabrieli (c1555-1612) - Miserere Mei
Like his uncle, Andrea, Giovanni Gabrieli was born in
Venice. After being taught by Andrea, Giovanni went to
be taught by Lassus. He returned to Venice to succeed
Merulo as principle organist at St Mark’s Venice, and,
when his uncle died, in 1586, he took Andrea’s role as
principle composer. Like his teacher, Lassus, composers travelled from around Europe to visit and be taught
by him. Venice was then the musical centre of the
world and, in this great centre of creativity, Gabrieli,
with Monteverdi, developed and made famous the new
Baroque style.
The ‘Miserere Mei’ is a setting of Psalm 50: one of the seven penitential psalms and the last psalm in
Tenebrae. Published in 1611, quite late in Gabrieli’s life; it has much in common with music written by
the preceding generations: lots of independent, but imitating parts. However, the melodies are simpler
than those of the high Renaissance, with multiple notes to one syllable being a rarity; however the
harmony is much more complex with chord progressions used that would have astonished even his
uncle.

SATURDAY
24th February

Mary Kate Brolly RIP (Birthday Remembrance)

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Lent Feria

--2nd SUNDAY OF LENT VIGIL
SUNDAY
25th February
2nd SUNDAY OF LENT
MONDAY
26th February

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Mary Lockhart RIP (Anniv.)
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00
08.00 Q
10.00

In Thanksgiving
Victor Bukovecky & Family
For The People of the Parish

Francesco (Intentions)

Lent Feria

TUESDAY
27th February

Private Intention

Lent Feria

WEDNESDAY
28th February

Themos Koukoullis R.D.

Lent Feria

THURSDAY
1st March

In Thanksgiving

ST DAVID, Bishop, Patron of Wales

FRIDAY
2nd March

09.00

Private Intention

Lent Feria

SATURDAY
3rd March

Eileen Smith RIP
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Lent Feria

--3rd SUNDAY OF LENT VIGIL
SUNDAY
4th March
3rd SUNDAY OF LENT

Sacrament of Reconciliation
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Ciaran Mallon RIP
For The People of the Parish

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer
Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy
Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware
Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves

