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A WORD FROM FR JEFF

Children’s Messes, My Impatience
In this week’s newsletter I am posting something that might strike at the heart of many of
us. You know the type, Lord, give me patience and I want it right now! I believe that the
excerpt from Christopher West’s new book Love is Patient but I am not is something that we all can use
this week as we set about a new start to the week and perhaps the year. Learning of our impatience,
(mea culpa, mea culpa, mea maxima culpa) we can ask our Lord to give us humility to remove this mask
of perfectionism so that we can create better environments of love in our home, work and parish family. Lord, teach us all to love! What follows is from Christopher West.
“Kids’ messes. They try my patience.
I’m a preventative maintenance kind of guy with a penchant for spotting potential messes before they
happen. My kids are quite familiar with paternal refrains like: “Keep your bowl away from the edge of
the table…” (to avoid a spill); “Make sure all the pasta is poured into the strainer…” (so I don’t have to
labor to clean calcified noodles off the pot later on); “Be sure to wipe Mandy’s paws when she comes in
the house…” (so I don’t have to clean the carpet).
I can be a bit obsessive and it gets under my kids’ skin – understandably. They can be rather careless
and that gets under my skin – understandably. But, if “love is patient,” what does love do in such a situation? As Pope Francis rightly insists, it “does not immediately react harshly to the weaknesses and
faults of others” (Joy of Love 103).
Recently I walked into our family room and spotted a new deck of cards on the coffee table with no rubber band around them. Foreseeing the inevitable – cards strewn everywhere and yet another deck of
cards rendered useless because we can’t find them all – my immediate internal reaction was: What the
#*$%@!! … Who the #*$%@!! My external reaction may have been more measured, but the stress in
my voice barely masked what was going on inside when I barked: “Who knows anything about these
cards!?”
“They’re just cards,” quipped Beth, asserting her and her siblings’ right to live in our house, play cards,
and be imperfect without fearing their father’s neat-nick need for control. She wasn’t being disrespectful, she was just stating (rightly) that it’s not the big deal I was making it out to be. Not wanting to
admit that my 12-year-old just called me on my crud, I blurted out: “That’s not what I mean, Beth.” In
other words, “You think I’m in control-freak-mode again, but I’m not.”
I was. And I knew it. And, clearly, she knew it. In her own frustrated way my daughter was saying, “Love
is patient, Dad. And you’re not loving your family right now.” She was right. It took me a few days of
internal wrestling to sort out what actually happened in that exchange, but when I did, I apologized to
Beth for my impatience.
Pope Francis insightfully observes that we “encounter problems whenever we think that relationships
or people ought to be perfect, or when we put ourselves at the center and expect things to turn out our
way. Then everything makes us impatient, everything makes us react aggressively. Unless we cultivate
patience,” he concludes, “we will always find excuses for responding angrily” (Joy of Love 92).
Love is patient. Oftentimes, I am not. Lord, teach me to love.”

All my strength
lies in prayer and
sacrifice. They
are my invincible
weapons, and I
know, by experience, that they
can soften the
heart much better
than words. -Thérèse of Lisieux

Mass Times:
Sunday
6pm (Saturday)
9, 10.30, 12 & 6pm
Weekday
Mon-Fri: 10am
Thurs: 7pm
Sat: 10am
Rosary
After weekday
Mass
Exposition
Daily from 6am –
Midnight
Confessions
Daily before Mass
Sat 10.30-11am,
5.15-5.45pm
Or daily before all
Masses

Perpetual Adoration continues to inspire and shower blessings on our Parish.
The Blessed Sacrament is exposed daily... Sunday from 8pm-midnight and on
Monday-Saturday from 6am to midnight. (Currently, there are some gaps on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday afternoons) This year, we will be introducing a
new 'role' which will suit people who have unpredictable family or work commitments (e.g. frequent travel or young babies). The role is called 'Adorer-60%' and
is for people who typically can attend Adoration for 60% of the weeks in any
school term. We will allocate a weekly timeslot to such people but always 'pair'
them with a regular Adorer ('Adorer-90%'). This Sunday 14th January, we will be
encouraging every Parishioner to sign-up for 1 hour of Adoration per week... either as an 'Adorer-60%' or as an 'Adorer-90%'. Please be assured that we will
NOT be keeping count of how many times you attend... NOR will we be producing report cards at the end of each term :-). The commitment is between you and
God. We warmly invite you to sign-up for Adoration and enjoy the peace, joy and
tranquillity that it brings to your life. Further information is available on leaflets
at the back of the Church or you can contact the lead coordinator, Michael Murphy via michaelmurphy7531@gmail.com
New Rotas for Readers and Eucharistic Ministers are available now to collect
from outside the Sacristy.
Sr Brigid would like to Thank all the Parishioners for your generous cards and
gifts. It was very much appreciated.
White Flower Appeal-the Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC)
will be holding its annual appeal here this weekend. SPUC is currently campaigning to stop the decriminalisation of abortion, which means taking abortion outside the law. This is the most dangerous threat to unborn children and their
mothers in decades. Please be as generous as you can to help us defeat this latest
attack on unborn babies and their mothers, and to stop abortion getting even
worse in this country by decriminalisation.
Mary’s Meals wants your unwanted clothing and bedding (no duvets or pillows
please) and will be at our church until 12 noon Sunday 11th February to collect
them all.. Put your clothing/bedding into tied sacks and bring them to church
where the charity Mary’s Meals will be here to pick them up. Amazingly 4 full
black sacks of good quality clothing will feed a child one good nutritious meal
every school day for a whole year! Mary’s Meals is a charity that sets up school
feeding programmes in communities where poverty and hunger prevent children
from gaining
an education

Sunday Readings (p.129)
Jonah 3:3-10, 19
Psalm 39:2, 4, 7-10
1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20
John 1:35-42
Music at 10.30 Mass
Guerrero - Missa Batalla Escoutez
Lassus - Dextera Domini
Hymns
258 Praise my soul the King of
heaven
221 Guide me O thou great redeemer
212 Dear Lord and Father of
mankind

Collect
Almighty ever-living God,
direct our actions according to your good
pleasure, that in the
name of your beloved
Son we may abound in

good works. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and
ever.
Amen
Baptism Prep Group
Next Meeting T.B.C.
Marriage
Please see Fr Jeff
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Open Surgery
Tuesday 30th Jan, 6-7pm
Union of Catholic Mothers
Monday 22nd Jan at 8pm
St Josephs Fellowship
Monday 12th February at 8pm
Parish Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30

Parish Hall
Activities
Monday
English Language Classes
Tues, Weds (Soft Play), Thurs
(Music)
Parent & Toddler Group
9.30-11.30am
Tuesday
Over 50’s Group

New and Existing Readers at Mass: Many thanks to all those who emailed expressing an interest in becoming a reader. Fr Jeff is organising a training session in
the Church on Sunday 28th January at 2pm. The session will last about half an
hour. All new and existing readers are required to attend this session
Fundraising Team: We are hoping to get under way soon with our interior plans
for our church. Our formal drawings are now being put together in great detail
with Fr Jeff. These will be communicated to everyone very soon after we the final
approval from the Diocese. What Fr Jeff is wanting to establish is a team of individuals who are skilled in Fundraising and helping to manage the fundraising for
a big project. If you are interested in joining this team, please write to Fr Jeff with
all of your contact details at jeffsteel@rcdow.org.uk. Thank you and please do pray
for our exciting project ahead.

The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for January:

Weekday Mass Schedule: Fr Jeff would like to hear from the parishioners about
the Weekday Mass Schedule to get a feel of where we are. For practical purposes,
now that Fr Jeff is on his own, he is considering changing the times Mass is celeEvangelization:
brated during the week. Why? Presently the Daily Mass is at 10:00 am and Father
Religious Minorities in Asia- That doesn’t arrive at his desk or isn’t available for the required meeting until 11:00 am
or after. A good part of the day is gone by then. So, we are floating an idea of
Christians, and other religious
change but before Father decides, he would like to hear from the parishioners. Faminorities in Asian countries,
ther Jeff is considering weekday Mass Times as follows: Monday 8:00 am, Tuesmay be able to practice their
day, 8:00 am, Wednesday 10:00 am, Thursday, 8:00 am and 7:00 pm, Friday 8:00
faith in full freedom.
am and Saturday 10:00 am. In the hopes that the Mass attendance would increase,
perhaps some parishioners would be able to attend a 30 minute Mass before going
Spouse’s Corner
to work, this could be a good move? Just a thought! The result of this would be
that Father Jeff could have more time earlier in the day to get what is needed ac'Love one another as I have complished rather than half a day almost used up by the time Morning Mass is finloved you' (Jn 15:12). These ished. PLEASE let Father Jeff know either way whether you presently attend the
words of Christ sum up the 10:00 am Mass or you would now attend an 8:00 am Mass. It’s a great way to start
the day when you can make
meaning of life and the
it! There will be a basket in the
meaning of human sexuality.
back of the church for you to
At its core, sexual morality is place a YES or NO on a sheet
about expressing God's love provided. This poll will run
through our bodies. This is
from 21 January -28 Januwhy Pope Saint John Paul II ary. THANK YOU FOR YOUR
can say that if we live accord- LOVE AND SUPPORT!

ing to the truth of our sexuality, we fulfil the very meaning
of our being and existence."
—(Christopher West.) Our
bodies have a theology to express concerning the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. How we use
our bodies in marriage says a
lot about what we believe
concerning the Gospel of
eternal life in Christ Jesus.
How do we think about the
one flesh relationship of our
marriage?

Preparing for Lent. Lent begins
on Ash Wednesday on 14 February this year. Fr Jeff will be announcing a Lent programme
that you can be involved with at
the church in the next couple of
weeks. So, begin thinking about
taking time out of your schedules to attend a weekly devotional time to help you grow in
grace.
Stations of the Cross will be on
Fridays at 5:15 pm before the
Junior Choir rehearses. Please
put this in your diaries.

SATURDAY
20th January

Lida Lugo (Health Intentions)
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Feria

--3rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL
SUNDAY
21st January
3rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MONDAY
22nd January
Feria

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Rory Brown (Health Intentions)
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Dick Barrett RIP
Gonzalo Gomez RIP
For The People of the Parish
Emira Urdaneta RIP

08.00 Q
10.00

Sister Mary Leonard RIP

TUESDAY
23rd January

Lexie (11th Birthday Intentions)

Feria

WEDNESDAY
24th January

Heinrich Hagenbucher RIP (1st Anniv.)

St Frances de Sales, Bishop & Doctor

THURSDAY
25th January

Rafael Baralt (Health Intentions)
Roisin Tuck RIP

THE CONVERSION OF ST PAUL THE APOSTLE

FRIDAY
26th January

10.00

Hermelinda Aguilera RIP

Ss Timothy & Titus, Bishops

SATURDAY
27th January

Iris Reeves (91st Birthday Intention)
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Feria

The Uchea Family (Thanksgiving Mass)

--4th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL
SUNDAY
28th January
4th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Lida Lugo (Health Intentions)
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Mary Stratful RIP
Emira Urdaneta RIP
For The People of the Parish

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer
Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy
Catechetical Co-ordinator: Margaret Wickware
Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves

