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A WORD FROM FR JEFF
When God Throws Us a Curve Ball
The title above is a term that comes from American baseball. A curveball is when the pitcher throws
a pitch with a delivery in which the pitcher causes the ball to deviate from a straight path by imparting spin. While in Lisbon last Friday evening at 5:30 I was in my hotel room getting ready for our
evening mass. The phone rang and it was the Vicar General of the Diocese. He dropped the news to me that Fr Lorenzo would be leaving and that it would be three days after I returned from Portugal. Then, the curveball kept spinning when he went on to tell me that I would not be getting another assistant priest to help out as there are not the
number of parish priest needed much less assistant priests. I went silent on the phone as you can well imagine. Our
Lord has really blessed our church with growth and by bringing us closer as a church family. This is something for
which I am very grateful to God. I have had a lot on my mind this past week and have had to figure out a way forward for us because I do not want to dispense with a Mass and we have a lot of good catechetical programmes
needing delivered and we need to continue to grow spiritually and numerically. It is no secret that I cannot do this
all alone. Saint Paul wrote to the Church of Ephesus reminding them of how community is to be built up. “And it
was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and
teachers, to equip the saints for works of ministry, to build up the body of Christ, until we all reach unity in
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, as we mature to the full measure of the stature of Christ.
…” The heavy print is the key! You are all called to participate in the work of ministry to build up our church body
until we grow into full unity in the faith, our knowledge of God’s will, given to us through Jesus Christ, so that we
can become fully mature in Christ and no longer babes in the faith. My role is to pastor and teach all of you to do
this work! So, as I have been thrown a curveball, now perhaps I am picking it up and throwing one back to you.
Pope Benedict XVI in his book The Meaning of Christian Brotherhood, wrote “The forms will vary according to
circumstances, but we may make one general point: inasmuch as brotherhood in the parish is, as it were, divided up
among different societies or organizations, it is necessary to keep bringing people together in larger groups in order
to emphasize their relationship to the greater unity of the parish. The individual organization is justified only insofar
as it serves the brotherhood of the whole community. This aim of making the parish community a true brotherhood
ought to be taken very seriously. Today a trade union or a party can exist as a live and fraternal community, and so
the actual experience of brotherhood for all the Christian members of a parish community can and, therefore,
should become a primary goal.” My primary goal is to build you up into the Body of Christ so that a light shines
forth from our parish community to our community where we live so that all can see Christ Jesus living in and
through us. This is hard work but it is also work that has eternal ramifications for all we meet. We are growing into
a wonderful church family and I love seeing it happen before my eyes. Even as I type this, I am swelled up with
pride and gratefulness that I can serve you as your Parish Priest. I love you all very much! Each of you is very important to me and our ministry here. Now that we are in a serious crisis of the priesthood, I need your support, understanding and patience more than ever. We need that with and for each other. I long for us to be a close knit family that sticks together through thick and thin. It’s the “I do” of parish life!
Finally, this brings me to my immediate swing at the curveball that I have been thrown. After a meeting this week
with our Parish Finance Committee, I am proposing the hiring of a teaching Catechetical Coordinator to get us
through this year’s parish programmes. This will add an additional cost to the parish finance budget. This person
will be responsible for helping me to organise and teach in the areas of: First Holy Communion, Confirmation,
Baptismal Preparation, RCIA, Adult Christian Formation/Parish Groups, and helping in the St John Paul II Institute
for Marriage and Family Life. I am getting cover from priests to help me get through the Christmas Season and this
will give me some breathing space to see what will be best for the long-term here as far as sacramental help. The
Catechetical Coordinator will bring an added unplanned expense to our parish budget. We will be required to pay
the person roughly £1100 per month. In addition to this, we will need to pay priest stipends for those who come in
to help. For a Sunday Mass that is around £50 and for a weekday Mass it is around £35. Our average giving in the
parish comes to around £3.15 per person per week. Less than a cup of coffee in the shop or a pint in the pub. I
would like to humbly ask you to go to the Lord in prayer to see how you might be able to contribute in a more generous way each week to help cover the cost to run the parish. It is not free nor cheap and remember, the Diocese
never sends money this way but 29% goes to central funding from us each year. I leave this to you for your own
consideration. Volunteering in many ways is always needed. Please give me your name and contact details if you
wish to serve in the parish as a volunteer in some capacity. We need lots of organised help. Most of all, let us keep
in mind our goal of being built up in the brotherhood of our parish community and supporting one another as we
seek to reach our goal to spend eternity with our Lord and one another! God bless you and Thank you for all that
you do! With love and prayers for each one of you, Father Jeff.

“It takes three to
make love, not two:
you, your spouse,
and God. Without
God people only succeed in bringing out
the worst in one another. Lovers who
have nothing else to
do but love each other soon find there is
nothing else. Without
a central loyalty life is
unfinished.” ― Fulton
J. Sheen

Mass Times:
Sunday
6pm (Saturday)
9, 10.30, 12 & 6pm
Weekday
Mon-Fri: 10am
Thurs: 7pm
Sat: 10am
Rosary
After weekday
Mass
Exposition
Sat after Mass
(Exposition/
Benediction)
Confessions
Daily before Mass
Sat 10.30-11am,
5.15-5.45pm
Or daily before all
Masses

In November We Remember-Please see the box in the back of the church
for Holy Souls envelopes and place names inside these and if you are giving an offering please drop it by the church office or give it to Fr Jeff. The
names will be placed at the altar for each mass for the month of November.

Sunday Readings (p.149)
Malachi 1:14-2:2,8-10
Psalm 130
1 Thessalonians 2:7-9,13
Matthew 23 :1-12

Mary Ball’s Requiem Mass will be held at 12 noon on Monday the 6th of
November. Fr Jeff will be the celebrant and Canon Colin Davis will preach.
Please be advised that the 10:00 daily mass will be moved to 12:00 noon.
This will give many parishioners the opportunity to attend Mary’s funeral.

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina :
Missa in minoribus duplicibus
William Byrd : Justorum animae

New Parishioners Dinner-A very warm welcome to you if you are new to
our Parish. We are hosting an informal dinner, to give you a chance to
meet others. Please sign up on the sheet at the back if the church if you are
interested in attending.

188 Thy hand, O God, has guided
247 O for a closer walk with God
208 Blest are the pure in heart
209

Christmas Fair raffle tickets are being sold at the back of the church or in
the repository, £1 a ticket. 1st Prize £500, 2nd £250, 3rd £100, many more
prizes to go. Do buy a few tickets for yourself. You can also grab a few
bundles to sell to family, friends and work colleagues. There will be no
UCM Christmas Fair this year, but the raffle will be drawn on 11th Nov at
the ‘Ceili Night.’ Tickets for this are being sold for £5 at all Masses. There
will be a buffet, cash bar and Ceili Band.
Sometimes it just helps to talk-Experienced and qualified Catholic counsellor offers confidential and affordable couples/individual therapy.
For more details please feel free to contact Rino on 07532340304 or at rinog65@virginrmedia.com for an initial consultation.
Sacristy Fund – Fr Jeff has present needs for the Sacristy Fund. These items
are for the beautification of Mass. These will include items such as Funeral
Palls, a white and a black Altar Frontal, a new cope and a Funeral Cope, as
well as Statues. If you wish to donate to this fund, please speak to Fr Jeff.
We have now converted the Jubilee Room into the new main church office
space. The residential door of the priest will no longer be the entrance for
the church office and the bell to get to the office staff will be on the outside
door of the Parish Office. Please go to that door from now on as that is
where the office staff will be working.
Perpetual Adoration-Please be aware that the start date for commencing
Perpetual Adoration has shifted to Sunday 3rd December (1st Sunday of
Advent). This will allow us to complete preparation & scheduling… which
are both progressing well. This week, please collect an information sheet at
the back of the Church which explains what Adoration is and provides answers to many of the common questions you may have. If you did sign-up
for Adoration but have not been contacted by a coordinator, or if you are
new and would like to sign-up, please email the lead coordinator, Michael
Murphy, one of our Parishioners, michaelmurphy7531@gmail.com with
your name, phone number, email address, and a list of ALL days & times
which might suit you on a weekly basis. (e.g. Mon 10am-5pm & 7-9pm;
Wed 7-9am; Sat 6-11am). Michael will use this information to allocate you
a weekly timeslot. If you don’t have email, please give the above details to
Fr Jeff after Mass.

Music at 10.30 Mass:

Hymns

Collect
Almighty and merciful
God, by whose gift your
faithful offer you right and
praiseworthy service,
grant, we pray, that we
may hasten without stumbling to receive the things

you have promised.
Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen
Baptism Prep Group
9th Dec, 2-4pm in the Lower Hall
Marriage
See one of the Priests.
Six months’ notice required
Preparation obligatory
Union of Catholic Mothers
Monday 6th November at 8pm
St Josephs Fellowship
Monday 13th November at 8pm
Parish Office Hours
Mon - Fri: 10.30 - 13.30
Open Surgery
Tuesday 7th November at 6pm

Parish Hall Activities
Monday
English Language
Classes 10am
Tuesday
Parent & Toddler Group
9.30-11.30
(also Weds & Thurs)
Over 50s 2pm

The Pope’s Prayer
Intentions for November:
Christians in Asia
That Christians in Asia, bearing
witness to the Gospel in word
and deed, may promote dialogue, peace, and mutual understanding, especially with those
of other religions

Spouse’s Corner
Jesus paid the ultimate
debt for us even while we
were still sinners. He
paid a debt that he did
not owe, but he paid this
debt because we cannot
pay.
Reflection:
1. Do you, as a married
couple, accept or reject
the cross to be carried
during difficult times (i.e.
arguments, lack of respect, disagreements) in
your marriage?
2. Do you make a conscious effort to humble
yourself to be truly Christian towards your
spouse?
3. Will you promise to approach these “no win”
situations as a Christian
when they manifest?

10.30am Music
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594): Missa in minoribus duplicibus
William Byrd (c1540-1623): Justorum animae
Palestrina, like Bach, liked to set himself challenges: he wrote six ‘duplicibus’ masses.
This, the first minoribus mass is based on a plainchant melody but the melody, often
with an accompanying melody, is ‘duplicated’ by others of the four part choir soon
afterwards. The strict adherence to all of the other compositional rules as well as
these repetitions made this an intellectual as well as musical challenge for Palestrina.
These constraints shape much of the work: it has fewer dissonances than most Palestrina settings but, to compensate, Palestrina adds more rhythmic ambiguity to the
piece
The challenge that William Byrd set for himself was to write a set of propers for the
church’s year. A strong statement of his Roman Catholicism whilst the reformation
was tearing England apart. ‘Justorum animae’ is the offertory for All Saints and looks,
like most of Byrd’s music, simple. Under this surface, however, lies complexity: surprising twists and turns to the vocal lines, unexpected chords and, in particular, conflict between the two: melodic accents crossing harmonic stresses.

Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund of the Diocese of Westminster-Next week
our parish will take up a second collection to support the sick and retired priests of the Diocese of Westminster. Your generous donation
helps ensure that priests, who have followed their vocation and given
their lives to the Church, are cared for and supported when they are
sick and when they retire. The Sick & Retired Priests’ Fund helps cover
the medical, housing, convalescence, and personal needs of these
priests, as well as helping them in an emergency. They have been here
for us; let us be there for them. Donation leaflets are available in the
back of the church today. Please take one home, read about this important work, and bring it back next weekend with your donation.
Please continue to pray for the wellbeing of all of our clergy - active, retired and ill.
Junior Choir Rehearsals are every Friday at 6pm in the Church. Any
new members, aged 7-14 years old, are welcome! Please contact the Parish Office if your son or daughter is interested.
Please visit http://rcdow.org.uk/diocese/jobs/ for all the current vacancies in the diocese
Please note that the Open Day dates for St Joseph's have been amended. The first meeting for prospective parents will now be on Wednesday 8th November at 6pm. This is a change to the original published
date In addition there will be a second opportunity on Monday 13th
November at 6pm. Both dates will include a talk from the Headteacher
Mrs Husain at 6pm followed by a tour of the school and is for parents
of children looking to join St Joseph’s nursery or reception class in 2018.

SATURDAY
4th November

For All Victims of Hurricaine Maria,
Especially Dominica
Sacrament of Reconciliation

St Charles Borromeo, Bishop

--31st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL
SUNDAY
5th November
31st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

MONDAY
6th November

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Larry Madubunyi RIP
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

Peter (Leo’s Brother) RIP (Anniv.)
For The People of the Parish
For The Madubunyi Family (Good
Health, Love & Happiness)
Nathaniel Jones RIP

12.00

Funeral Mass of Mary Ball

Feria

TUESDAY
7th November

Richard Madbunyi (Intentions)

St Willibrord, Bishop

WEDNESDAY
8th November

Dr Sonali RIP

Feria

THURSDAY
9th November

Kenneth Doa RIP

THE DEDICATION OF THE LENTERN BASILICA

FRIDAY
10th November

10.00

Washington Sycip RIP

St Leo the Great, Pope & Doctor

SATURDAY
11th November

Holy Souls
Sacrament of Reconciliation

St Martin of Tours, Bishop

--32nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME VIGIL
SUNDAY
12th November
32nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Fallen
09.00
10.30
12.00
18.00

For The People of the Parish
Holy Souls
Rose Overing RIP (Anniv.)
For The Madubunyi Family (Good
Health, Love & Happiness)

All celebrations take place at the parish church, apart from those marked Q which take place at the Chapel of Our Lady Queen of the World

Contact Information
Catholic Church of Our Lady, St John’s Wood
54 Lodge Road
London, NW8 8LA
02072863214
stjohnswood@rcdow.org.uk
http:/www.rcsjw.org.uk/

Parish Team
Parish Priest: Fr Jeff Steel
Parish Sister: Sr Brigid Collins
Director of Music: Martin Toyer
Parish Secretary: Joanne Molloy
Child Protection Officer: Brenda Das Neves

